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ADVERTISEMENT..- 

E  the  Subfcribers,  inhabit- 
ants   of    Kentucky,      and 
well  acquainted   with  the  country^ 
from  its  iirit  fettlement ;  at  the  re- 
queft  of  the  author  of  this  book,  have 
carefully  revifed  it^,  and  recommend 
it  to    the  Public  as   an  exceeding 
good  performance;,  containing  as  ac- 
curate a  defcription  of  our  country 
as  we.'  think  can  poilibly  be  given  : 
much    preferable   to    any    in    our 
knowledge  extant ;  and  think  it  will 
be    of   great    utility  to  the    Public. 
Witnefs  our  hands  this  12  th  day  of 
May,  Anno  Domini  1 784, 

DANIEL    BOOJSr, 
LEVI    TODD, 
TAMES   lIAPvROD. 


PREFACE. 


THE  generality  of  thofe  geographers^  who 
have  attempted  a  rnapj  or  defcription  of 
A?nerica^  feem  either  to  have  had  no  knouuled^e 
of  Kentucky  or  to  have  neglected  it,  although  a 
place  of  infinite  i/uportance  :  and  the  refl  have 
proceeded  fo  erroneoufly^  that  they  have  left  ths 
world  as  much  in  dnrknefs  as  before. 

PVhen  Iviftted  Kentucky,  I  found  it  fo  far  to 
exceed  my  expeElations,  although  great^  that  I 
concluded  it  was  a  pity,  that  the  world  had  not 
adequate  information  of  it,  I  conceived  that  a 
proper  defcription  of  it  was  an  objed  highly  iji-- 
terejling  to  the  United  States  ;  and  therefore  i?i^ 
credible  as  it  may  appear  to  foine,  I  mufi  de^ 
dare,  that  this  performance  is  not  piibli/Ijed 
from  lucrative  motives^  but  Jolely  to  inform  the 
world  of  the  happy  climate  ^  and  plentiful  foil  cf 
this  favoured  region.  And  I  imagine  the  rea* 
der  will  believe  me  the  more  eofily  when  I  inform 
him^  that  I  am  not  an  inhabitant  of  Kentucky^ 
hut  having  been  there  fome  time^  by  my  acquain- 
tance in  it  J  am  fufficiently  able  to  piiblifb  the 
A  3  truths 
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truths  and  from  principle,  have  cautioiifly  endea^ 
voured  to  avoid  every  f pedes  of  falfehood.     'The 
conjcioufnefs  of  this  encourages  me  to  hope  for 
the  public  candour <,  where  errors  may  poffibly  he 
found, ,    l^he  three  gentlemen  honouring  this  work 
with  their   recommendation^    Col.    Boon,    Colt 
lodd^  and  CoL  Harrod,  were  among  the  jirjl 
fet tiers,  and  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the 
country,     ^o  them  I  acknowledge  my f elf  much 
indebted  for  their  friendly  ajfiflance  in  this  work-^ 
which  they  cheerfully  contributed,  with   a   dif- 
interejled  view  of  being  fervice  able  to  the  public. 
My  thanks  are  more  efpecially  due  to  CoL  Boon^ 
who  was  earlier  acquainted  with  the   chjeSl  of 
this  performance  than  any  other  now  living,  as 
appears  by  the  account  of  his  adventures,  which 
I  e/leemed  curious  and  interejling,  and  therefore 
have publijhed  themfrf^m  his  own  mouth.     Much 
advantage  may  pojjibly  arife  to  the  pq{J\ffor  of 
this  book^  as  tbofe  who  wifh  to  travel  in  Kentuc^ 
ky  will  undoubtedly  find  it  a  Complete  Guide. 
Tofuch  I  affirm^  that  there  is  nothing  mentioned 
or  defcribed  but  what  they  will  find  true.  Confci- 
oiis  that  it  would  he  of  getter al  utility^   1  have 
omitted  nothing,  and  been  exceeding  paiticular 
in  every  part.     That  it  may  have  the  dejired  ef- 
fe^^  is  thcfincere  wiJJj  of 

JOHN    riLSON. 


THE 

DISCOVERY,     PURCHASE^ 
A  N  I>^ 
SETTLEMENT 

OR 

KENTUCKY. 


T^HE  firfl  white  man  we  have  certain  ac- 
■^  counts  of,  who  difcovered  this  province, 
was  one  James  M'Bride,  who,  in  company 
with  fonie  others,  in  the  year  1754,  paiTing 
down  the  Ohio  in  canoesjanded  at  the  mouth 
of  Kentucky  river,  and  there  marked  a  tree 
with  the  firft  letters  of  his  name,  and  the  date, 
which  remains  to  this  day.  Thefe  men  recon- 
noitred  the  country,  nnd  returned  home  with 
the  pleafmg  news  of  their  difcovery  of  the  bed 
tracl  of  land  in  N6rth  America,  and  pnobably 
in  the  world.  From  this  period  it  remained 
concealed  till  about  the  year  1767,  when  one 

John 
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John  Finley,  and  fome  others,  trading  with 
the  Indians,  fortunately  travelled  over  the  fer- 
tile region,  now  called  Kentucky,  then  but 
known  to  the  Indians,  by  the  name  of  the 
Dark  and  Bloody  Ground,  and  fometimes  the 
Middle  Ground.  This  country  greatly  engag- 
ed Mr.  Finley's  attention.  Some  time  after, 
difputes  arifing  between  the  Indians  and  tra- 
ders, he  was  obliged  to  decamp ;  and  returned 
to  his  place  of  relidence  in  North  Carolina, 
where  he  communicated  his  difcovery  to  Col. 
Daniel  Boon,  and  a  feV  more,  who  conceiv- 
ing it  to  be  an  interefting  objecl,  agreed  in 
the  year  1769  to  undertake  a  journey  in  order 
to  explore  it.  After  a  long  fatiguing  march, 
over  a  mountaneous  wildermefs,  in  a  weftward 
dire6lion,  they  at  length  arrived  upon  its  bor- 
ders;  and  from  the  top  of  an  eminence,  with 
joy  and  wonder,  defcried  the  beautiful  land- 
fcape  of  Kentucky.  Here  they  encamped,  and 
fome  wentio  hunt  provifions,  whicij  were  rea- 
dily procured,  there  being  plenty  'of  game,, 
while  Col.  Boon  and  John  Finley  made  a  tour 
through  the  country,  which  they  found  far 
exceeding  their  expedations,  and  returning  to 
camp,  informed  their  companions  of  their  dif- 
coveries  :  but  in  fpite  of  ^his  promiling  begin- 
ning, this  company,  meeting  with  nothing 
but  hardfhips  and  adverfity,  grew  exceedingly 
difheartened,  and  was  plundered,  difperfed, 
and  killed  by  the  Indians,   except  Col.  Boon, 

who 
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who  continiaed  an  inhabitant  of  the  ^iiderneii 
,  uiirilthe  year  177I5  when  he  returned  home, 
I*  About  this  lime  Kentucky  had  di'awn  the 
I  attention  Ox^fcveral gentlemen.  Doctor  Wal- 
i  ker  of  Virginia,  with  a  number  more,  made  a 
I  tour  wcilward  for  difcoveries^  endeavouring^ 
■  to  find  the  Ohio  river;  and  afterwards  he  and 
i  General  Lewis,  at  Fort  Sranwix,  purchafed 
I  from  the  Five  Nations  of  Indians  the  lands 
I  laying  on  the  north  fide  of  Kentucky.  Col, 
Donaldfon,  of  Virginia,  being  em.ployed"  by 
I  the  State  to  run  a  line  from  lix  miles  above 
'  the  Long  liland,  on  Holilon,  to  the  mouth  of 
j  the  great  Kenhaway,.and  finding  thereby  that 
I  an.extenfive  trad  of  excellent  country  would 
;  be  cut  off  to  the  Indians,  was  folicired,  by  ths 
inhabitants  of  Clinch  and  Kolflon,  to  purchafe 
the  lands  laying  on  the  north  fide  of  Kentucky 
:  liver  from.  the^Five  Nations.-  This  purchafa 
!  he  completed  for  five  hundred  pounds,  fpecie. 
It  was  then  agreed^,  to  fix  a  boundary  line, 
running  from  the  Long  liland  en  Holfton  to 
the  head  of  Kentucky  river:  thence  down  the 
I  fame  to  the  mouth,  thence  up  the  Ohio,  to  tho 
i  mouth  of  Great  Kcnhaway;  but  this  valuabls 
I  purchafe  the  State  rerufed  to  confirm. 
I  Richard  Henderfon,  of  North  Carolina,  be- 
!  jng  informed  of  this  country  by  Col  Boon,  he, 
i  and  fome  other  gentlemen  held  a  treaty  with 
;  the  Cherokee  Indians  at  Wataga,  in  March 
1 .1775,  ^^^  'hen  purchafed  from  them  the  lands 

lying .. 
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lying  on  the  fouthTide  of  Kentucky  river,  for 
goods,  at  valuable  rates,  to  the  amount  of  fix 
thoufand  pounds,  fpecie. 

Soon  after  this  purchafe,  the  State  of  Virgi- 
nia took  the  alarm,  agreed  to  pay  the  money 
Gol.  Donaldfon  had  contradled  for,  and  then 
difputed  Mr*  Henderfon's  right  of  purchafe, 
as  a  private  gentleman  of  another  itate,  in  be- 
half of  himfeif :  However  for  his  eminent  fer- 
vices  to  his  country,  and  for  having  been  in- 
ftiu mental  in  making  fo  valuable  an  acquiiition 
to  Virginia,  that  flate  was  pleafed  to  rev/ard 
him  with  a  tracT:  of  land,  at  the  mouth  of 
Green  River,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred 
thoufand  acres ;  and  the  ilate  of  North  Caroli- 
na gave  him  the  like  quantity  in  Powel's  Val- 
ley. This  region  was  formerly  claimed  hy 
various  tribes  of  Indians;  whofe  title,  if  they 
had  any,  originated  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  co  ren- 
der it  doubtful  Vv'hich.  ought  to  poffefs  it ; 
Hence  this  fertile  fpot-  became  an  obje6t  of 
contention,  a  theatre  of  war,  from  which  it 
V/as  properly  demominated  the  'Bloody 
Grounds.  Their  contentions  not  being  likely 
to  decide  the  right  to  any  particular  tribe,  as 
foon  as  Mr.  Henderfon  and  his  friends  propof- 
edto  purchafe^.  the  Indians  agreed  to  fell ;  and 
notwith (landing  the  valuable  confideration 
they  received,  have  continued  ever  fmce  trou- 
bleibme- neighbours  to  the  new  fettlers. 

SITU- 
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.'SITUATION  and  BOUNDARIES. 

KENTUCKY  is  fitiuted,  in  its  centra!  part. 

.-nearthe   latitude  of  38"  north,  and   8^"    weft 

longitude,  and  Ij-ing  within  the  fifth  ciiniate. 

Its  longeft  day  is   14  hours  40.miniites.    It  is 

!  bounded  on  the  north  by    the   great   Sandy- 

!. creek  ;  by  the  Ohio  on  the  N.  \V.  by   North- 

I  Carolina  on  the  louih  ;    and   by  the  Cumber- 

;.land  mountain  on  the  eaft,  being  upwards  of 

1250  miles    in  length,   and    two   hundred   in 

breadth ;  and  is  at  prefent  divided  into  three 

counties,  Lincoln,  Fayette  and  Jefferfon  :    of 

vhich  layette  and  Jefferfon  are  bounded  by 

the  Ohio,  and   the   river  Kentucky  feparates 

Fayette  on  its-nonh  fide  from  the  o.he^- two. 

rhere  are  at  prelent  eight  towns  laid  off,  and 

bunding,  and  more  are  propofed 

.town'"S''''  f  ^'^^/^^'^  °^'Oi"o.  «nd  Beards- 
town,  aie  in  J^fierfon  county  ;  Hairodfburgh, 
iDanville,  and  Boons-burrow, iniincoln  coun! 
t/,  Lexington,  Lces-town,  and  Greenvill- 
m  Fayette  county;  the  two  iaft  being  on  Ken- 
tucky river  At  thefe  and  many  othn-  places 
on  this  and  other  rivers,  inlLaing-houS 
are  eftabh/bed  for  Tobacco,  'whicl5mav  be 
cultivated  to  great  advantage,  a!  hou"  no' 
a  together  the  ftaple  commodh;  of  the^oun- 

RiVLRS. 
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R    IV   E    R    S. 

THE  beautiful  river  Ohio  bounds  Kentu<:- 
ley  in  its  whole  length,  being  a  mile  and  fome- 
times  lefs  in  breadth,  and  is  fuflicicnt  to  carry 
boats  of  great  burthen.  Its  general  courfe  is 
fouth  60  degrees  weft  j  and  in  its  courfe  it  re- 
ceives numbers  of  large  and  fmall  rivers,  which 
pay  tribute  to  its  glory.  The  only  difadvan- 
tage  this  fine  river  has,  is  a  rapid,  one  rnile 
and  an  half  long,  and  one  mile  and  a  quarter 
broad,  called  the  Falls  of  Ohio.  In  this  place 
the  river  runs  over  a  rocky  bottom,  and  the 
defcent  is  fo  gradual,  that  the  fall  does  not  in 
the  whole  exceed  twenty  feet.  In  fome  places 
we  may  obferve  it  to  fall  a  few  feet.  When 
the  ftream  is  low,  empty  boats  only  can  pafs 
and  repafs  this  rapid;  their  lading  muft  be 
tranfported  by  land  ;  bat  when  high,  boats  of 
any  burthen  may  pafs  in  fafety.  Excepting 
this  place,  there  is  not  a  finer  river  in  the  w^orld 
for  navigation  by  boats.  Befides  this.  Ken- 
lucky  is  watered  by  eight  fmaller  rivers,  and 
.many  large  and  fmall  creeks. 

Licking  River  heading  in  the  mountams 
with  Cum^berland  River,  and  the  North  Branch 
of  Kentucky  runs  in  a  N.  W.  diredion  for  up- 
wards of  a  hundred  miles,  colleding  its  filver 
ftreams  from  -many  branches,  and  is  about  one 

hundred  yards  broad  at  iis  mouth. 

•^  Red 
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Red  River  *  heads  and  interlocks  with  the 
main  branch  of  Licking,  and  flows  in  a  S.  W. 
C3urfe  into  Kentucky  River,  being  about  fix- 
ty  miles  long,  and  fixty  yards  wide  at  its  mouth. 

The  Kentucky  River  rifes,  with  three  heads, 
from  a  mountainous  part  of  the  country.  Its 
northern  branch  interlocks  v/itli  Cumbeiland  ; 
runs  halfway  in  a  vveflcrn  diredion,  and  the 
other  half  N.  wefterly.  It  is  amazingly  crook- 
ed, upwards  of  two  hundred  miles  in  length, 
and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  broad. 

Elkhorn  is  a  fmall  river  which  empties  it- 
felf  into  Kentucky  in  a  N  W.  by  W  courfe  ; 
is  about  fifty  miles  long,  and  fifty  yards  broad 
at  the  mouth. 

Dick's  River  joins  the  Kentucky  in  a  N. 
Wefl  diredion  ;  is  about  forty-five  miles  long, 
and  forty- five  yards  wide  at  its  mouth.  This 
river  curioufly  heads  and  interlocks  its  branch- 
es with  Salt  River,  Green  River,  and  the  wa- 
vers of  Rock-caftle  River.— Salt  River  rifes  at 
four  different  places  near  each  other.  The 
windings  of  this  river  are  curious,  rolling  its 
fireams  round  a  fpacious  tracT:  of  fine  land,  and 
uniting  almofl  fifteen  miles  before  they  ap- 
proach the  Ohio,  and  twenty  miles  below  the 
Falls.  It  is  amazingly  crooked,  runs  a  weflern 
courfe.  near  ninety  mites. 

Green  River  interlocking  with  the  heads  of 

*  This  liver  is  a  principal  branch  of  the  Ken- 
tucky. 

Vol.  II.  B  Dick's 
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Dick's  River,  as  mentioned  above,  is  alfo  a- 
,mazingly  crooked,  keeps  a  weltern  courfe  for 
upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  is 
about  eighty  yards  wide  at  its  mouth,  which 
is  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  miles  below 
the  Falls, 

Cumberland  River,  interlocks  with  the 
northern  branch  of  Kentucky,  as  aforefaid, 
and  rolling  round  the  other  arms  of  Kentucky 
among  the  mountains,  in  afouthern  courfe  for 
one  hundred  miles ;  then  in  a  fouth  wcftern 
courfe  for  above  one  hundred  miles  ;  then  in  a 
fouthern  and  S.  weftern  courfe  for  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  more,  finds  the  Ohio,  four 
hundred  and  thirteen  miles  below  the  Falls. 
At  the  fettlements  it  is  two  hundred  yards 
broad  ;  and  at  its  momh  three  hundred,  hav- 
ing pafied  through  North  Carolina  in  about 
half  its  courfe.  • 

The  Great  Kenhaway,  or  New^  River,  rifes 
in  North  C?.roiina,  runs  a  northern,  and  N. 
W.  courfe  for  upwards  of  four  hundred  miles, 
and  finds  the  Ohio  four  hundred  miles  above 
the  Falls.  It  is  about  five  hundred  yards  wide 
at  its  mouth.  Thefe  tw^o  rivers  are  juft  men- 
tioned, being  beyond  our  limits.  They  run 
contrary  courfes,  are  exceeding  large,  and  it  is 
worth  notice,  that  Clinch,  HoMein,  Nplachuc- 
ky,  and  French-Broad  rivers,  talce  their  rife 
between  thefe  tw^o,  or  rather  wefl ward  of  New 
River,  fome  of  them  rifijig  and  interlocking 

with 
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With  it ;  and  when  they  meet,  form  what  is 
called  the  Tenafee  River,  which  runs  a  weft- 
ern  courfe,  and  finds  the  Ohio  twelve  miles 
below  Cumberland  River.  It  is  very  large, 
and  has  fpacious  tracts  of  fine  land. 

Thefe  rivers  are  navigable  f.^r  boats  almoft 
to  their  fources,  without  rapids,  for  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  year.  This  country  is  general- 
ly level,  and  aboundina:  with  limellone,  which 
utuaily  lies  about  fix  tert  deep,  except  in  hol- 
lows, where  ftr:'ams  run,  where  we  find  the 
rock  in  the  bottom  of  the  channel. 

The  fprings  and  ftreams  lefTen  in  Jane,  and 
continue  low,  hindering  navigation,  until  No- 
vember, when  the  autumnal  rains  foon  prepare 
the  rivers  for  boats,  and  repknifh  the  whole 
country  with  water  ;  but  although  the  ftreams 
decreafe,  yet  there  is  always  fufficient  for  do- 
meftic  ufes.  There  are  many  fine  fprings, 
that  never  fail;  every  farmer  has  a  good  one  at 
kaft ;  and  excellent  wells  may  eaftly  be  dug. 


Nature    of    the    SOIL. 

THE  country,  in  f:mie  parts,  is  nearly  le- 
vel;  in  others  not  fo  much  fo  ;  m  others  again 
hiliy,  but  moderately,  and  in  fuch  places  there 
is  moft  v/ater.  The  levels  are  not  like  a  car- 
per, but  interfperfed  with  fmall  rifmgs  and  de- 
B  2  divides, 
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ciivities,  which  form  a  beautiful  prolped.  A- 
grera  part  of  the  foil  is  amazingly  fertile;  fome 
not  fo  good,  and  fome  poor.  The  inhabitants 
diiiinguilli  its  quality  by  fr:^,  fecond,  and 
third  rate  lands  ;  and  fcarcely  any  fuch  thing 
as  a  marfh  or  fwamp  is  to  be  found.  There 
is  a  ridge,  where  Kentucky  rifes,  nearly  of  the  ■ 
lize  of  a  mountain. 

All  the  land  below  the  Great  Kenhaway  un- 
til we  come  near  the  waters  of  Licking  River 
is  broken,  hilly,  and  generally  poor  ;  except 
in  fome  valleys,  and  on  Little  and  Great  San- 
dy creeks,  where  there  is  fome  fiifl  rate  land^ 
but  moftly  fecond  and  third  rate.  It  is  faid, 
thai  near  this  water  is  luund  a  pure  fait  rock. 
Upon  the  north  branch  of  Licking,  we  find  a 
great  body  oF  firfl  rate  land.  This  ftream  runs 
nearly  parallel  to  the  Ohio  for  a  confiderable 
diilance,  and  is  about  {even  miles,  from  the 
mouth  of  Limeftone  Creek,  where  iaa  fine 
harbour  for  boats  coming  down  the  Ohio,  and 
now  a  common  landing.  It  is  fixty-five  miles 
from  Lexington,,  to  which  there  is  a  large- 
waggon  roiui.  The  main  branch  of  Licking,. 
is  aboyt  twenty- two  miles  from  Lmieftone. 
On  this  Itream  we  find  fome  firil,  but  moftly 
fecond  and  third  rate  lands,  and  towards  its 
head  fomething  hilly.  There  we  find  the 
Blue  Licks,  two  fine'falt  fprings,  where  great 
plenty  of  fait  may  be  made.     Round  theie 
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licks,  the  foil  is  poor  for  Tome  diflance,  being 
much  impregnated  with  fait. 

The  fouthern  branch  of  Licking,  and  all  its 
other  arms,  fpread  through  a  great  body  of 
fijft,  and  fome  fecond  rate  land,'  where  there 
is  abundance  of  cane,  and  fome  iait  licks,  and 
fpnngs.  On  thefe  feveral  branches  of  Licking, 
are  good  milLfeats,  and  navigation  to  the  6- 
hio,  froni  the  fork  down  to  its  mouth.  The 
land  is  hilly,  and  generally  poor,  yet  along  the 
ftreams  and  in  valleys  we  find  fome  excellent 
land.- 

^  The  Elkhorn  lands  are  much  efleemed,  be- 
ing fituated  in  a  bend  of  Kentucky  River,  of 
great  extent,  in  which  this  Uttle  river,  or  rather 
large  creek  rifes.  Here  we  find  mcilly  firii 
race  land,  and  near  the  Kentucky  River  fecond 
and  third  rate.  This  great  trad  is  beautifully 
fituated,  covered  with  cane,  wild  rye,  and  clo- 
ver and-  many  of  the  flreains  afford  fiuQ  mill 
feats. ^ 

The  lands  below  the  mouth  of  Elkhorn, 
up  Eagle  Creek,  and  towards  the  Ohio,  are 
hiiiy  and  po^)r,  ercept  thofe  contained  in  a 
great  bend  of  the  Ohio  oppofite  Great  Miami 
cut  off  by  the  big-bone  and  Bank-lick  creeks,' 
mrerlocking,  and  running  ieparate  courfes. 
Here  we  find  a  great  deal  of  good  land,  but 
foniething  hilly. 

On  Kentucky  River  we  find  many  fertile 

valleysj  or  bottoms  along  the  river,  efpecially 
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•towards  its  rife.  There  is  good  land  alfo  on 
Red  River,  but  towards  the  heads  of  this,  and 
Kentucky  the  foil  is  broken  ;  but  even  here^ 
we  find  in  valleys,  and  along  ftreams  a  great 
deal  of  fruitful  land.  Generally  the  foil  with- 
in a  mile  or  two  of  Kentucky  River  is  of  the 
third  and  fourth  rates ;  from  about  that  di- 
ftance,  as  we  leave  it  on  either  fide  ;  w^e  ap- 
proach good  lands.  The  country  through 
which  it  winds  its  courfe,  for  ihe  moil  parr, 
may  be  confidered  as  level  to  its  banks,  or 
rather  precipices;  from  the  brow  of  which^we 
behold  the  river,  three  and  fometimes  four 
hundred  feet  deep,  like  a  great  canal.  For  a 
more  particular  account  of  this,  we  refer  the 
reader  to  where  we  treat  of  the  curiofities  of 
Kentucky. 

1  ick's  River  runs  through  a  great  body  of 
firfl  rate  land,  abounding  every  where  with 
cnne,  and  affords  many  excellent  mill  feats. — 
Many  mills  are  already  built  on  this  ftream, 
and  will  have  a  plentiful  fuppiy  of  water  in  the- 
dryeft  feafons.  The  banks  of  this  river,  nearr 
its' mouth,  arenmiiar  to  the  banks  of  Kentuc- 
ky. The  feveral  ilreams  and  branches  of  Salt 
River  afford  excellent  mill  feats.  Thefe  roll 
themfelves  through  a  great  trad:  of  excellent 
land,  but  the  country  from  the  jundion  of 
thefe  waters,  and  fome  miles  above  towards 
the  Ohio,  which  may  be  about  twenty- five 
miles,  is  level  and  poor^  and  has  abundance 

ot 


[     19    ] 

of  ponds.  For  a  confiderable  diflance  from 
the  head  of  this  river,  the  land  is  of  the  firfl 
quality,  well  fituatcd,  and  abounds  with  fine 
cane.  '  Upon  this  and  Dick's  River,  the  inha- 
bitants are  chiefly  fettled,  it  being  the  fiifefh 
part  of  the  country  from  the  incurfions  of  the 
Indians. 

Green  River  affords  excellent  mill  feats,  and 
a  conftant  ilream.  This  is  allowed  to  be  the 
beft  watered  part  of  Kentucky.  On  its  banks 
we  find  many  fine  bottoms,  fome  firfl  rate,  but 
mofily  fecond  and  third  rate  lands ;  and  at 
fome  dlflance,  many  knobs,  ridges,  and  broken 
poor  land.  Below  a  creek,,  called  Sinking 
Creek,,  on  this  river,  within  fifty  miles  of 
Ohio>  towards  Salt  River,  a  great  territory 
begins,.called  Green  River  Barrens,  extending 
to  theOhio.  It  has  no  timber,  and  httle  \va^ 
ter,  but  affords  excellent  pailurage  for  cattle. 
On  fome-  parts  of  this  river,  we  find  abun- 
dance of  cane,  fome  fait  licks^  and  fulphureous 
and  bituminous  fpiings.  South  of  Green  Rir 
ver  in  the  lands. refer ved  for  the  continental, 
and  flate  troops  of  Virginia,  an  exceeding  va^- 
luable  lead  mine  has  lately  been  difcovered. 
Iron  oie  is  found  on  Rough  Creek,  a  (Ireaui. 
running  into  this  river.  The  part  of  Cumber- 
land River  which,  is  in  the  Kentucky  country^ 
traverfe  a  hilly  poor  land,  though  in  fome  parts 
we  find  good  foil  along  its  fides.  The  other 
ri-vers  1  mentioned  (viz.  Great  Kenhaway  and 

Tana  fee 


C       20      1 

Tenafee  are  not  in  the  Kentucky  country,  and 
therefore  do  not  com^  properly  within  my 
plan. 

The  reader  by  cafting  his  eye  upon  the  map, 
and  viewing  round  the  heads  of  Licking,  from 
the  Ohio,  and. round  the  heads  of  Kentucky, 
Dick's  River,  and  down  Green  River  to  the 
Ohio,  may  view,  in  that  great  compafs  of  a- 
bove  one  hundred  miles  fquare,  the  mod  ex- 
traordinary country  upon  which  the  fun  ever 
fhone. 

The  Ohio  River,  the  great  refervoir  of  all 
the  numerous  rivers  that  li'ow  into  it  from  botiv: 
fides,  has  many  fine  valleys  along  its  fides ; 
and  we  obferve  that  oppofice  to  each  of  them: 
there  is  a  hill;  thsfe  hills  and  bottoms -chang- 
ing fides  alternately.  It  only  remains  under 
this  head  to  inform  the  reader  that:  there  is  a 
great  body  of  firil  rate  land  near  the  Falls,  or 
Rapids,,  called  Bare-grafs ;  and  it  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  juil  to  mention  that  ths  country  on  the 
N.  W.  fide  of  the  Ohio,  is  allowed  by  all  tra^ 
vellers  to  be  a  mod  fertile,  level  country,  and 
v/ell  watered. 


A  I  R   A  N  D   C  L  I  Zvl  A  T  E. 

THIS  country  is  more  temperate  and  healthy 
than  the  oth.r  fettled  parts  of  America.     la 

Sum- 
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Summer  it  wants  the  Tandy  heats  which  Virgi- 
nia and  Carolina  experience,  and  receives  a 
fine  aif  from  its  rivers.  In  ¥7ini:er,  which  at 
moil  only  lads  three  moRths,  commonly  two, 
and  is  but  feldom  fevere,  the  people  are  fafe 
in  bad  houfes  ;  and^the  beafts  have  a  goodfup- 
ply  without  fodder.  The  Winter  begins  a- 
bout  Chrifhmas,  and  ends  about  the  iiril  of 
March,  at  fartheil  dees  not  exceed  the  middle 
of  that  month.  Snow  feldom  falls  deep  or  lies 
long.  The  weft  winds  ofc^n  bring  ilorms,  and 
the  ead  winds  clear  the  f^y ;  but  there  is  no 
fleady  rule  of  weather  in  that  refped,  as  in 
the-northern  dates,  The  weft  winds  are  fome- 
tinies  cold  and  nitrous.  The  Ohio  lunning 
in  that  drrection,  and  there  being  mountains 
on  that  quarter,  the  weftcily  winds  by  fvveep- 
ing  along  their  tops,  in  the  cold  regions  of 
the  air,  and  over  a-  long,  tracl  of  frozen  Vv-ater, 
colkd  coldin  their  courfe,  and  convey  It  over 
the  iCentucky  country  j  bat  the  weatlier  is  not 
fo  intenfcly.  fevere  as  thefc  winds  bring  with 
them  in  Pennfylvania.  The  air  andfcafcns  de- 
pend very  nvuch  on  the  winds,  as  to  heat  and- 
cold,  dryneis  and  moiilure, 

SOIL 
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SOIL    AND    PRODUCE. 

THE  foil  of  Kentucky  is  of  a  loofe,  deep 
lilack  moald,  without  faml,  in  the  firft  rate 
lands  about  two  or  three  feet  deep,  and  ex- 
ceeding luxurious  in  all  its  produ6lions.  In 
fome  places  the  mould  ineh'nes  to  brown.  In 
fonie  the  wood,  as  the  natural  confequence  of 
too  rich  a  foil,  is  of  little  value,  appearing  like 
dead  liniber  and  large  flumps  in  afield  lately 
cleared.  Thefe  parts  are  not  confiderable. 
The  country- in  general  may  be  confiJered  as 
well  timbered,  producing  large  trees  of  many 
kinds,  and'  to  be  exceeded  by  no  country  in 
variety.-  Thofe  which  are  peculiar  to  Ken- 
tucky are  the  fugar-tree^  which  grows  in  all 
parts  in  great  plenty,  and  furniflies  every  fa- 
mily with  plenty  of  excellent  fugar.  The  ho- 
ney-locufl  is  curioufly  furrounded  with  large 
thorny  Tpikes  bearing  broad  and  long  pods 'in' 
form  of  peas,  has  a  fweet  taile,  and  makes  ex-^ 
ceilent  beer. 

The  coffee-tree  greatly  refembles  the  black' 
oak^  grows  large,  and  alfo  bears  a  pod,  in 
which  is  enclofed  coffee.  The  papwa-tree 
does  not  grow  to  41  great  fiie,-  is  a  foft  wood, 
bears  a  fine  fruit,  much  lii<e  a  cucumber  in 
ffiape  and  fize,  and  taftes  fweet.  The  cucum^- 
ber-tree  is  fmall  and  fofr,   with   remarkable 
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leaves,  bears  a  fruit  nmch  refembling  that 
fi'om  which  it  is  nam^d.  Black  mulbeiry- 
trees  are  in  abundance.  The  wild  cherry-tree 
is  here  frequent,  of  large  fize,  and  fupplies  the 
inhabitants  with  boards  for  all  their  buildings. 
Here  alfo  is  the  buck-eye,  an  exceeding  foft 
wood,  bearing  a  remarkable  black  fruit,  and 
feme  other  kinds  of  trees  not  common  elfe- 
where*  Here  is  great  plenty  of  fine  cane,  on 
which  the  cattle  feed,  and  grow  fat.  This 
plant  in  general  grows  from  three  to  twelve 
feet  high,  of  a  hard  fubflance,  with  joints  at 
eight  or  ten  inches  distance  along  the  flalk, 
from  which  proceed  leaves  refembling  thofe  of 
the  willow.  There  are  many  cane  brakes  fo 
thick  and  tall  that  it  is  difficult  to  pafs  through 
them.  Where  no  cane  grows,  there  is  abund- 
ance of  wild-rye,  clover,  and  buffiilo-grafs,  co- 
vering vail  traclsof  country,  and  affording 
excellent  fpod  for  cattle.  The  fields  are  co- 
vered with  abundance  of  wild  herbage  not 
common  to  other  countries.  The  Shawanefe 
fallad,  wild  lettuce,  and  pepper-grsfs,  and  ma- 
ny more  as  yet  unknown  to  the  inhabitants, 
but  which,  no  doubt,  have  excellent  virtues. 
Here  are  feen  the  fmeit  crown-imperial  in  (be 
world,  the  car4inai  ilowcr,  fo  much  extolled 
for  its  fcarlet  colour;  and  all  the  year,  ex- 
cepting the  Winter  months,  the  plains  and 
valleys  are  adorned  with  variety  of  flowers  of 
the  moll   admirable   beauty.      Here  is    alfo 
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found  the  tulip-bearing  laurel-tree,  or  magno- 
lia, which  has  an  extenfive  fmell,  and  continues 
to  bioiTdm  and  feed  for  feveral  months  toge- 
ther. 

This  country  is  richeit  on  the  higher  lands, 
exceeding  the  fineft  low  grounds  in  the  fettled 
parts  of  the' continent.  When  cultivated  it 
produces  in  common  fifty  and  fixty  buihels 
per  acre  ;  and  1  have  heard  it  affirmed  bj  cre- 
dible perfons,  that  above  one  hundred  builiels 
of  good  corn  were  produced  from  an  acre  in 
one  feafon.  The  firfl  rate  land  is  too  rich  for 
wheat  till. it  has  been  reduced  by  four  or  five 
years  cultivation. 

Col.  Harrod,   a  gentleman  of  veracity  in 
/Kentucky,  has  lately  experienced  the  produc- 
tion of  fmall  grain,   and  afiirms,    that  he  had 
thirty -five  bufhels  cf^vheat^  and  fifty  biifhels 
.  cf  rye  per  acre. 

I'think,  in  common,  the  land  will  produce 
about  thirty  bufiiels  of  wheat  and  rye,  upon  a 
moderate  computation,  per  acre;  and  this  is 
the  general  opinion  cf  the  inhabitants.  We 
may  fuppofe  that  barley  and  oats  will  increafe 
abundantly  ;  as  yet  they  have  not  been  fuffici- 
.  ently  tried.  The  foil  is  very  favourable  to  fiax 
.and hemp, turnips,  potatoes,  and  cotton,  which 
grow  in  abundance  ;  and  the  fecond,  third, 
and  fourth  rate  lands  are  as  proper  for  fmall 
grain.  Thefe  accounts  of  fuch  amazing  fer- 
tilhy  may,  to  fome,  appear  incredible,  but  are 

cer- 
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certainly  true.  Every  hulbandman  may  have 
a  good  garden,  or  meadow,  without  water  or 
manure,  where  he  pieafes.  The  foil,  which 
is  not  of  a  thirlly  nature,  is  commonly  well 
fupplled  with  plentiful  fhowers. 

Iron  ore  and  lead  are  found  in  abundance, 
but  we  do  not  hear  of  any  filver  or  gold  mine 
as  yet  difcovered. 

The  weftern  waters  produce  plenty  of  fifh 
and  fowl.  The  fifh,  common  to  the  waters  of 
the  Ohio,  are  the  buffalo- fifn,  of  a  large  fize, 
and  the  cat-fifh,  fometimes  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred weight.  Trout  have  been  taken  in  Ken- 
tucky weighing  thirty  weight.  The  mullet, 
rock,  perch,  gar-fifh,  and  eel,  are  here  in  plen- 
ty. Suckers,  fun-fifh,  and  other  hook-fifh,  are 
abundant ;  but  no  fhad,  or  herrings.  We  may 
fuppofe  with  a  degree  of  certainty,  that  there 
are  large  iubterraneous  aqueduds  flored  with 
fifh,  from  whence  fine  fprings  arife  in  many 
parts,  producing  fine  hook-fifli  in  variety.  On 
thefe  waters,  and  efpecially  on  the  Ohio,  the 
geefe  and  ducks  are  amazingly  numerous. 

The  land  fowls  are  turkeys,  w^hich  are  very 
frequent,  pheafants  and  partridges*.  The  par- 
roquet,  a  bird  every  way  refembiing  a  parrot, 
but  much  fmaller  ;  the  ivory-bill  woodcock, 
of    a  whitifli  colour,   with  a   white    plume, 

*  What  is  called  a  partridge  by  moft  people  in  A- 
rhcrica  is  a  quail,  and  what  is  called  a  pheafant  is  a 
fpecies  of  groufe, 
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flics  fcreaming  exceeding  (harp.  It  is  af* 
ferted,  that  th«  .bill  of  this  bird  is  pure  i^ 
vory,  a  circumflance  veny  fingular  in  the  plu- 
my tribe.  The  great  owl  rerembles  its  fpecies 
in  other  parts,  but  is  remarlvably  different 
in  its  vociferation,  fometimes  making  a  flrange, 
fmprifing  noife,  like  a  man  in  the  moft  extreme 
danger  and  difficulty. 

Serpents  are  not  numerous,  and -are  fuch  as 
are  to  be  found  in  other  parts  of  the  continent, 
except,  the  bull,  the  horned,  and  the  mocka- 
fon  Inakes.  Swamps  are  rare,  and>confequent- 
ly  frogs  and  other  reptiles,  common  to  fuch 
places.  There  are  no  fwarms  of  bees,  except 
fuch  as  have  been  introduced  by  the  pref^ftt 
inhabitants. 


Q^U  A  D  R  U  P  E  D  S. 
AMONG  the  native  animals  are  the  uru^^, 
or  zorax*5  defcribed  by  Gefar,  which  we  call 
a  buffalo,  much  refembling  a  large  bull,  of  a 
great  fize,  with  a  large  head,  thick/fliprt,  crook- 
ed horns,  and  broader  in  his  forepart  than  be- 
hind. Upon  his  fhoulderis  a  large  lump  of 
fiefh  covered  with  a  thick  bofs  of  long  wool 
find  curly  hair,  of  a  dark  brown  colour.  They 
do  not  rife  from  the  ground  as  our  cattle,  but 
fpring  up  at  once  upon  their  feet  3  are  of  a 
^^  Bifon. 
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broad  make,  and  clumfy  appearance,  with  iliort 
legs,  but  run  fad,  an^  turn  iiot  aiide  for  any 
thing  when  chafed^  except  a  (landing  tree. 
They  weigh  from  five  to  ten  hundred  weight, 
are  excellent  meat,  fupi^Jying  the  inhabitants 
in  many  parts  with  beef,  and  their  hides  make 
good  leather.  I  have  heard  a  hunter  aflert,  he 
favv  above  one  thoufmd  buffaloes  at  the  Blue 
Licks  at  once ;  fo  numerous  were  they  before 
the^  firfl  fettkrs  had  wantonly  fported  away 
th.uriives.  There  (till  remains  a  great  num- 
ber in- the  exterior  parts  of  the  fettlemenr. 
Xney.ftscu  upon  can€  airu  ?^rar?;,  as  other  cattle, 
and  are  innocent  harmlefs  creatures. 

There  are  dill  to  be  found  many  deer,  elks, 
and  bears,  within  the  fcttlemcnt,  and  many 
more  on  the  borders  of  it.  There  are  alfo 
pantliersv  wild  cars,  and  wolves. 

The  waters  have  plenty  of  beavers,  otters, 
minks,  and  mufk-rats  :  nor  are  the  animals 
common  to  other  parts  wanting,  fuch  as  foxes, 
rabbits,  fquirrels,  racoons,  ground-hogs,  pole- 
cits,  and  opoifunis.  Mod  of  tr.e  fpccies  of  the- 
domedic  quadrupeds  have  been  introduced 
£ncc  the  fc-ttlement,  fuch  as  horfes,  cowg, 
iheep  and  hogs,  which  are  prodigloufly  niulti- 
phed,  fuffered  to  run  in  the  woods  without  a 
keeper,  and  only  brought  home  when  wanted. 

C  1  INHA- 
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INHABITANTS. 

AN  accurate  account  is  kept  of  all  the  male 
iiihabitants  above  the  age  of  fixteen,  who  are 
rated  towards  the  expences  of  the  government 
by  the  name  of  tithables  -^  from  which,  by  al-l 
lowing  that  thofe fo enrolled  amount toafourib 
part  of  the  whole  inhabitants,  we  may  conclude 
that  Kentucky  contains^,  at  prefent,  upwards 
of  thirty  thoufand  fjuls*  :  fo  amazingly  rapid- 
has  been  the  fettlement  in  a  few  years.  Num- 
bers are  daily  arriving,  and  multitudes  expe^l*^ 
ed  this  Fall ;  which  gives  a  well  grounded  ex^ 
pedation  that  the  country  will  be  exceedingly? 
populous  in  a  ihort  time.  The  inhabitants,  at- 
prefent5  have  not  extraordinary  good  houfesy 
as  ufual  in  a  newly  fettled  country, 

They  are,  in  general,  polite,  humane,  hofpi- 
table,  and  very  ccmplaifant^  Being  colle^^ed 
from  difi-Tent  parts  of  the  continent,  they  have 
a  diveriity  of  manners,  cuftoms,  and  religions,- 
which  may  in  time  perhaps  be  modified  to  one 
uniform.  As  yet  united  to  the  State  of  Virgi- 
nia, they  are  governed  by  her  wholcfome  laws,. 
Vv^hich  are  virtuouily  executed,  and  with  excel- 
lent decorum.  Schools  for  education  are  form- 
ed, and  a  college  is  appointed  by  adl  of  AfTem- 
bly  of  Virginia,  to  be  founded  under  the  con- 

*  This  eftimate^  the  reader  vpill  recollect,  was  made 
in  1784. 
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diicfi:  of  truftees  in  Kentucky,  and  endowed 
with  lands  for  its  ufe.  An  excellent  library  is 
likewife  beflowed  upon  this  feminary,  by  the 
Rev.  John  Todd,  of  Virginia. 

The  Anabaptids  were  the  firft  that  promot- 
ed public  worfiiip  in  Kentucky ;  and  the  Pref- 
bjterians  have  formed  three  large  congregations 
near  Harrod^s  flation,  and  have  engaged  the 
Rev.  David  Rice,  of  Virginia,  to  be  their  paf- 
tor. .  At  Lexington,  35  miles  from  thefe,  they 
have  formed  another  large  congregation,  and 
invited  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rankin,  of  Virginia,  to 
undertake  that  charge  among  them.  At  pre- 
fent  there  are  no  other  religious  focieties  form- 
ed, ahhougli  feveral  ocher  feds  have  numerous 
adherents.  But  irom  ihcfe  early  movements 
it  is  hoped  that  Kentucky  v;ili  eminently  fnine 
iu  learning  and  piety,  which  will  fulfil  the  vvifn 
of  cverv.  viiTaous  citizen, 


CURIOSITIES. 

AMONGST  the  natural  cuviofities  of  this 
country,,  the  winding  banks,  or  rather  preci- 
pices of  Kentucky,  and  Dick's  Rivers,  deferve 
the  liril  place.  The  aflonirtied  eye  there  be- 
holds  almod  every  where  three  or  four  hun- 
bred  feet  of  a  fohd  perpendicular  lime-ftone 
rock;  in  fomc  parrs' a  fine  white  marble,  ei- 
C  3  iher 
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ther  curioufly  arched,  pillared,  or.blccked  mp 
into  fine  building  ftones.  Thefe  precipices^ 
as  was  obferved  before,  are  like  the  fides  of  a 
deep  trench,  or  canal ;  the  land  above  being 
level,  except  where  creeks  ^et  in,  and  crown- 
ed with  fine  groves  of  red  cedar.  It  is  only 
at  particular  places  that  this  iiver  can  be  crolT- 
ed,  one  of  which  is  worthy  of  adtniration ;  a^ 
great  road  large  enough  for  waggons  made  by 
the  buffalo,  floping  with  an  eafy  defcent  from 
the  top  to  the  bottom  of  a  very  large  fteep; 
hill,  at  or  near  the  river  abave  Lees-Town. 

Caves  are  fonnd  rn  this  country  amazingly 
large  ;  in  fome  of  which  you  may  travel  feveraE 
miles  under  a  fine  limeftone  rock,  fupported; 
by  curious  arches  and  pillars  :  in  moffc  of  then^ 
runs  a  ftream  of  water. 

Near  the  head  of  Salt  River,  a  fubteraneat^ 
lake  or  large  pond  has  lately  been  difeovered. 
Col.  Bovv^man  fays,  that  he  and  a  companion 
travelled  in  one  faur  hours  till  he  luckily  came 
to  the  mouth  again.  The  fame  gentleman 
mcnnons  another  which  operates  like  an  air 
furnace,  and  contains  much  fulphm*.  An  ad- 
venturer in  any  of  thefe  wiU  have  a  perfe6t 
idea  of  primaeval  darknefs. 

There  appear  to  be  great  natural  (tores  of 
fulphur  and  fait  in  this  country.  Afpring  at 
Boonfburrow  conflantly  emits  fulphureous. 
particles,  and  near  the  fame  place  is  a  fak 
Jpring,     There  is  another  fulphureous  fpring. 

upon 
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tippn  Four  Mile  Credk,  a  third  upon  Green 
River,  and  many  other  in  ditFerent  places,  a- 
fepunding  with  that  ufeful  mineral.  ., 

■A  There  are  three  fprings  or  ponds  of  bitu- 
men near  Green  River,  which  do  not  form^ 
llream,  but  difgorge  themfel ves  into  a  commoni 
refervoir,  and  when  ufed  in  lamps  anfwer  all 
the  purpofes  of  the  finefl  oih 

There  are  different  places  abounding  with 
copperas,  eafily  procured,  and  in  its  prefent 
impure  flate  fufScient  for  the  ufe  of  the  inha- 
bitants :  and  when  refined,  equal  to  any  in  the 
world. 

There  i&  an  allum  bank  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
Cumberland  River,  fituated  at  the  bottom  of  a 
cYitt  of  rocks  projeding  over  it.  In  its  prefent 
Hate  it  has  the  appearance  and  pcffeiTes  the 
virtues  of  that  mineral,  and  when  purified  is 
a  beautiful  alJum. 

Many  fine  fait  fprings  confiantly  emit  wa- 
fer, w^hich,  being  manufaclured,  affords  great 
quantities,  of  fine  fait.  At  prefent  there  is  but 
one,  called  BuHet's  Lick,  improTed,  and  this 
affords  fahfufncient  for  all  Kentucky,  and  ex- 
ports fome  to  the  Illinois.  Drinnons-Iick,  the 
Bigbone,  and  the  Blue- licks,  fend  forth  dreams 
of  fait  water.  The  Nob-lick,  and  many  o- 
thers,  do  not  produce  water,  but  confifl  of  clay 
mixed  with  fait  particles:  To  thefe  the  cattle 
repair,  and  reduce  high  hills  rather  to  valleys 
than  plains.     The  amazing  herds  of  Buffalo 

which 
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Whieh  refbrt  thither,  by  their  fize  and'riumbef, 
fill  the  traveller  with  atnazem&nt  and  terror, 
efpecially   when   he   beholds   the    prodigious"^ 
roads  they  have  made  from  all  quarters,  as  if 
leading  to  fome  populous  city;  the  valV  fpace 
of  land  around  thefe  fprings  defolated  as  ifby 
a  ravaging  enemy,  and  hills  reduced  to  plains; 
for  the  land  near  thofe  fprings  are  chiefly  hilly*^. 
Thefe  are    truly  curiofincs-,  and    the  eye  caft^'^ 
foarcely  be  fatisfied  with  -admiring  them.  ! 

-  A  medical  fpring  is  found  near  the  Great-> 
bone  Lick,  which  has  pcrfecSbly  cured' the  itclr* 
by  once  bathing;  and  experience  in  time  may^ 
difcover  in  it  other  virtues.  There  is  another 
of  like  nature  near  Drinnon's  Lick. 

Near  Lexington  are  to  be  feen  curious  fe- 
pulchres,   full  of  human   flceletons,  which  are; 
thus  fubricated.     Firft  on  the  ground  are  laid 
large   broadilones ;  on  thefe  were  placed  the' 
bodies^  feparated  from   earh  other  by    broad 
(tones,  covered  with  others,  which  ferve  as  a' 
bafis  for  the  next  arrangement  of  bodies.--  In" 
this    order  they    are   built,   without    rnorter/ 
grov/ing  flill  narrower  to  the  height  of  a  man.' 
This  method  of  burying  appears  to  be  totally 
different  from  that  now  pradifed  by  the  Indi-- 
ans.     At  a  fait  fpring  near  Ohio  River,  very; 
brge  bories  are  found,   far  furpaffing  the  fize^ 
of  any   fpecies    of  animals  now  in  America.' 
The   head   appears  to  have  been  about  three- 
feet  long,  the  ribs  fevcn,  andth^  thigh  bones 

about 
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about  four  ;  one  of  which  is  repofited  in  the  1^ 
brary  in  Philadelphia,  and  laid  to  weigh  fe- 
venty-eight  pounds.  The  tufks  are  above  ^ 
foot  in  length,  the  grinders  about  five  inches 
fquare,  and  eight  inches  long.  Thefe  bones 
have  equally  excited  the  amazement  of  the 
ignorant,  and  attraded  the  attention  of  the 
philofoph-er.  Specimens  of  them  have  been 
fent  both  to  France  and  England,  where  they 
have  been  examined  with  the  greatefi  dili- 
gence, and  found  upon  comparifon  to  be  re- 
mains of  the  fame  fpecies  of  animals  that  pro- 
duced thofe  other  folEl  bones  which  have  been 
difcovered  in  Tartary,  Chili,  and  feveral  o- 
ther  places,  both  of  the  old  and  new  eonti- 
nent.  What  animal  this  Is,  and  by  what 
means  its  ruins  are  found  in  regions  fo  wide- 
ly diiierent,  and  where  none  fuch  exiftsat 
prefeiu,  is  a  queilion  of  rnore  difficult  deciiion. 
The  ignorant  and' faperftiiious  Tartars  attri- 
bute them  to  a  creature,  whom  they  call 
Moimon,  who,  they  fay,  ufually  refides  at  the 
bottom  of  the  rivers,  and  of  whom  they  relate 
many  marvellous  (lories ;  but  as-  this  is  an  af- 
fertion  totally  divelled  of  proof,  and  even  of 
probability,  it  has  juftly  been  rejected  by  the 
learned;  and  on  the  other  hand  it  is  certain, 
that  no  fuch  amphibeous  quadruped  exifts  in 
our  American  waters.  The  bones  themfeives 
bear  a  great  refemblance  to  thofe  of  the  ele- 
phant.    There  is  no  other  tsrreilrial  animal 

now 


t     -^4     1 

now  known  large  enough  to  produce  theril- 
The  tulks  with    which  they  are  equally    flir- 
fiiilied,  equally  produce  true  ivory.     Thefe  ex- 
ternal refemblances   have  generally  made  fu- 
perficial  obfervers  conclude,    that   they  could 
belong  to  no  other  than  that  prince  of  quadru- 
peds ^   and  when  they  firlt  drew  the  attention 
df  the  world,    philofophers  feem  to  have  fub- 
fcribed  to  the  fame  opinion.-But  if  fo,  whence 
is   it  that  the  v/hole  fpecies  hns^  difappeared- 
fi'om  America  ?     An  animal  fo  laborious  and 
fo  decile,   that  the  indudry  of  the  Peruvians,- 
which  reduced  to  fervitude  and  fubjccled  to' 
education   fpecies  fo  vailly  inferior  m  thofe* 
qualities,  as   the  Llama  and  the  Paca,  could 
never  have  overlooked  the  elephant,  if  he  had 
been  to  be  found  in  their  country.     Whence 
i^  it  that  tlvefe  bones  are   found-  in    dlmatcr 
where  theelephanti  a  native  of  the  torrid  zone,, 
cannot  even  fubfift  in  his  wild  flate,  and  in  a- 
flate  of  fervitude  will  not  propagate.'*     Thcfe* 
are  difficullies  fuilicient    to  dagger   credulity^ 
itfelf ;  and  at  length  produced  tile  enquiries  of^ 
Dr.  Hunter.     That  celebrated  anatomic,  ha-- 
ving  procured  fpceimens  from  the  Ohio,  ex- 
amined them  with  that  accuracy  for  which  he- 
is    fo   much    diftinguifhed.     He   difcovered  a 
confiderable  difference  between  the  llruclure 
of  the  bones,  and  ihofe  of  the  elephant.     He 
obfcrved  from  the  form  of  tlie  teeth,  that  they 
mud  have  belonged  to  a  carnivorous  animal ;. 
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whereas  the  habits  of  the  elephant  are  foreign 
to  fueh  fuftenance,  and  his jawstotally  unpro- 
vided with  the  teeth  neceffary  for  its  ufe  :  and 
from  the  whole  he  concluded,  to  the  fatisfac-. 
tion  of  naturalifts,  .that  tbeih  hopes  belonged 
to  a.quadriiped  now   unknown,  and  whofe 
race.is  probably  extinct,  unlefs  it  may  be  found 
in  the  extenfivc  continent    of  Nev/  Holland., 
:whofe  recedes  have  not  yet  been  prevaded  by 
the  curioiity  or  avidity  of  civilized   msn,— ^ 
Can  thenfo  great  a  link  fuve,peri (bed  from 
the  chain  of  nature?     Happy  we  that  it  has. 
How  formidable  at  enemy  to  the  human  fpe- 
cies,  an animal  as  large  as  the  elephant,    the 
tyrant  of  the  forell:,  perhaps  the  devourer  of 
iTian!  Nations,  fuch  as  the  Indians,  mud  have 
been  -in  perpetual  alarm.      The  animofities  a. 
mong  the  various  tribes  muil  have  -been  fuf- 
pended  till  the  common  enemy,  who  threaten* 
ed  the  very  exiftence  ofali,fhould  be  extirpa- 
ted.    To  this   eircumftance  we  are  probably 
indebted  for  a  fad,  which  is  perhaps  fmgular 
in  its  kind,  the  extindion  of  a  whole    race  of 
animals  from  the  fyllem  of  nature. 


R  I G  H  T  S  OF  L  A  N  D. 

THE  proprietors  of  the  Kentucky  lands  ob- 
tain 
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tain  their  patents  from  Virginia,  and  their 
rights  are  of  three  kinds,  viz.  Thofe  which 
arife  from  military  fervice,  from  fettleraent 
and  pre-emption,  or  from  warrants  from  the 
treafuiy.  The  miUtary  rights  are  held  by 
officers,  or  their  reprefentatives,  as  a  reward 
for  fervices  done  in  one  of  the  two  lafl:  wars* 
The  fettlemciijt  and  pre-emption  rights  arif^ 
from  occupation.  Every  man  who,  before 
March  1780,  had  remained  in  the  country  ond 
year,  or  raifol  a  crop  of  corn,  was  allowed  to 
have  afettlement  of  foiir  hundred  acres,  and  a 
pre-emption  adjoining  it  of  one  thoufand  acresr 
Every  man  who  had  only  built  a  cabin,  or 
made  any  improvement  by  himfelf  or  others, 
was  entitled  to  a  pre-emption  of  one  thoufand 
acres  where  fuch  improvement  was  made. 

]n  March  J7B0,  the  fettlement  and  pre- 
emption rights  ceafed,  and  treafury  warrants 
afterwards  iffued,  authorizing  their  poffellfor  to 
locate  the  quantity  of  land  mentioned  in  them, 
wherever  it  could  be  found  vacant  in  Virginia, 
The  mode  of  procedure  in  thefe  affairs  may 
be  inftrudive  to  the  reader.  After  the  en- 
try is  made  in  the  land-office,  there  being  one 
in  each  county,  the  perfon  making  the  entry 
takes  out  a  copy  of  the  location,  and  proceeds 
to  furvey  when  he  pleafes.  The  plot  and  cer- 
tificate of  fuch  furvey  muft  be  returned  to  the 
office  within  three  months  after  the  furvey  is 
made,  there  to  be  recorded ;  and  a  copy  of  the 
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i>ecord  niuft  be  taken  out  in  t^velve  montTis, 
s-fter  the  return  of  the  furvey,  and  produced  to 
the  afTiftant  regifter  of  the  land  ofxice  in  Ken- 
tucky, where  it  mv.R  lie  £x  ir-onths,  that  prior 
locators  may  have  time  and  opportunity  to  en- 
ter a  caveat,  and  prove  their  better  right.  If 
no  caveat  is  e-.-tered  in  that  time,  the  plot  and 
certificate  are  fent  to  the  land  oiilce  at  Rich- 
iTiond,  in  Virginia,  and  three  months  more 
aj'e  allcv.cd  to  have  the  patent  returned  to 
the  owner. 

The  validity  of  the  right  of  Virginia  to  this 
extenfive  weflern  territory  has  been  difpuccd 
l>y  fome,  but  without  realon.  'J  he  weflern 
boundary  of  that  flate,  by  charter,  reftrided 
by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  in  1763,  is  fixed  upon 
the  Ohio  River.  She  l^as  purchafed  the  foil 
from  th£  Indians,  has  nrfi:  fettled  it,  and  eftab- 
lilhed  wholefome  laws  for  the  regulation  and 
gpvernment  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  therefore 
Vwe  conclude,  that  tlic  right,  cf  Viigin'a  to  Ken- 
tucky 13  as  permanent  as  the  indtpciidence  of 
America. 


T.R  ADE  OF  KENTUCKY. 

A  CONVENIENT  fitT'^tinn  fbr  rmm-ce 

is  the  grand  hinge  upon  wlijchilie  poi^hiion, 

riches,  and  Lappir.efs  of  evrrv  country  rreii-- 

^  '  "      ]y 


r  38  : 

Ij  depend.  I  believe  many  conceive  the  fitua- 
tion  of  Kentucky  to  be  unfavourable  in  this 
refped.  I  confefs  when  I  fiift  vifited  this  coun- 
try  I  was  of  the  opinion  of  other  mifinformed 
iTiCn,  that  the  beft  channel  was  from  Philadel- 
phia or  Baltimore,  by  the  way  of  Pittlburg, 
and  from  thence  down  the  Ohio;  and  upon 
account  of  the  difficulties  and  cxp-cnces  attend- 
ing this  route,  for  which  there. is  no  remedy, 
that  goods  would  ever  be  dear.  This  opinion 
I  have  fmce  reprobated,  as  the  effed  of  igno- 
rance of  the  trade  up  the  Miflifiippi  from 
New  Orleans,  or  Mantchac,  at  the  river  or 
gut  Ibervijie. 

Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  America 
know  the  Miffiffippi  and  Ohio  Rivers  to  be  the 
key  to  the  northern  parts  of  the  fouthern  con- 
tinent. Thefe  are  the  principal  channels 
through  which  that  extenfive  region,  bathed 
by  their  waters,  and  enriched  by  the  many 
ftreams  they  receive,  communicate  with  the  fea, 
and  may  be  truly  confidered  as  the  great  paf- 
fage  made  by  the  Hand  ot  Nature  for  a  varie- 
ty  of  valuable  purpofes,  and  principally  to 
promote  the  happinefs  and  benefit  of  mankind; 
amongft  which,  the  conveyance  of  the  produce 
of  that  immenfeand  fertile  country  lying  weft- 
ward  of  the  United  States  is  not  the  leafl.  A 
fliort  defcription  of  thefe  rivers,  and  fome  o- 
thers  flowing  into  them,  are  objeds  fubir.itted 
to  the  reader's  attention,  in  order  to  form  a 
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jaft  idea  of  the  favourable  commercial  circiim- 
ilances  of  that  important  country. 

The  Ohio  River  begins  at  Pittiburp:,  320 
miles  wed  of  Philadelphia,  being  there  formed 
hy  the  jimflioii  ofthe  Alleghany  and  Monan- 
gehela  Rivers,  and,  TU(||iing  a  whiding  courfe 
of  S,  60°  Welt,  fills  into^the  Mimffippi  1074 
miles,  by  the  meanders  of  the  rivcr,  below  YirS- 
burg.  The  only  ob(lru£lion  to  navigation  on 
this  river  are  the  Rapids,  as  defcribed  before 
under  the  defcription  of  the  Kentucky  rivers; 
but  they  are  pafied  in  h^tty  whtn  the  dream 
is  high. 

The  mod  remarkakle  branches  conipofing 
the  head  waters  of  Ohio  are  Red-done  Creek, 
Cheat  River,  and  Yohoga^iia.  Thefe  waters 
are  navigable  to  a  connderable  diftance  above 
Pittrnurg,  from  November  until  I^mx^.^  and  the 
Ohio  a  m.onth  longer;  but  frorn  Great  Ken- 
haway,  which  is  one  hundred  and  ninety  iix 
miles  and  a  half  below  Putlburg,  the  dream  h 
navigable  mod  of  the  year.  Down  this  river 
great  quantities  of  goods  are  brought,  and  ioxxvi 
are  conveyed  up  the  Kentucky  rivers,  others 
on  hoifeback  or  in  Vv^aggons  to  the  fettled  part, 
and  fold  on  an  average  at  oiie  hundred  pounds 
per  cent  advance. 

The  current  of  the  Ohio  defcends  about  two 
miles  an  hour  in  autumn^  and  when  the  wa- 
ters are  high,  about  four  miles.  Thofe  of  the 
Kentucky  rivers  are  much  the  fame,  and 
^    2  with- 
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Without  rapids,  and  are  of  immenre  vaiue  to 
the  country,  aifording  fiili  and  fowl,  and  tranfl 
poration  of  the  produce  of  the  country  to  the 
bed  market.  Thefe  rivers  increafe  the  Ohio 
more  depth  than  breadth.  At  its  nioiith  it  is 
not  more  than  one  and  a  half  mile  in  width, 
and  enters  the  Miiriilippi  in  a  S.  W.  diredion 
with  a  How  current,  and  a  fine  channel.  This 
great  river,  at  the  jundion  with  the  Ohio, 
runs  in  a  S.  E.  diredion,  and  afterwards  in  a 
S.  W.  having  been  a  little  before  joined  by  a 
greater  river  called  Mifiburi,  which  runs  in  an 
eaftward  direclion  through  Louiliana,  and  af- 
terwards communicates  to  the  Miiliilippi,  its 
own  muddy  and  majePac  appearance.  The 
depth  is,  in  common,  eight  or  ten  fathoms, 
until  you  approach  its  mouth,  Vvhich  empties 
itielf  by  channels  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
Here  the  navigation  is  dangerous,  on  account 
of  the  many  illands,  fr.nd-bars,  and  logs,  in- 
terfperftd  in  its  month,  which  is  about  twen- 
ty mdlcs  wide.  This  difadvantage  may  be  re- 
medied aIn:ou  in  the  fume  manner  that  the 
iiieam  was  difconccrted.  The  conflicl  be- 
tween the  fea  and  this  mighty  river,  v.hich 
brings  down  with  its  dream  great  num.bers  of 
trees,  mud,  leaves,  S^c  caufes  them  to  fub- 
fide  and  f  .rm  (hoa!s.  One  of  thefe  trees,  flop- 
ped l)y  its  roots  or  branches,  will  foon  be  join- 
ed by  thoufands  niore,  and  (b  fixed,  that  no 
human  force  is  able  ".o  rcnmvc  them.     In  time 

they 
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they  are  confolidated,  every  flood  adds  ano- 
ther layer  to  their  height,  formhig  iilands, 
which  at  length  are  covered  with  fhrubs,  grafs, 
and  cane,  and  forcibly  ihift  the  bed  of  the  ri- 
ver. In  this  manner  we  fuppofe  mod  of  the 
country  on  each  fide  of  the  Mliiffippi,  below 
the  Iberville,  to  have  been  formed,  by  iQands 
uniting  to  iflands,  which  in  a  fucceilion  of 
time  have  greatly  encroached  on  the  fea,  and 
produced  an  exteniive  trad:  of  country.  If  fome 
of  the  jfloating  timber  at  the  mouths  of  this  ri  - 
ver  were  moved  into  fome  of  the  channels, 
numbers  more  would  incorporate  wath  them; 
and  the  current  being  impeded  in  thefe,  the 
whole  force  of  the  river  uniting,  one  important 
channel  would  forcibly  be  opened,  and  fufiici- 
ently  cleared  to  admit  of  the  nioft  excellent 
navigation.. 

About  ninety- nine  miles  above  Orleans  is  a 
fort,  now  called  Mantchac  by  the  Spaniards  ; 
formerly  Forte  Bute  by  theEnglidi,  who  built 
it..  Near  this  is  a  large  gut,  formed  by  the 
MiffifTippi,  on  the  eaft^ide,  called  Iberville; 
fome  have  dignified  it  with  the  name  of  River, 
when  the  MiiTiilippi,  its  fource,  is  high.  This 
is  navigable,  at  mod,  not  above  four  months 
in  the  year  for  the  firfl:  ten  miles ;  for  three 
miles  further  it  is  from  two  to  fix  feet  in  au- 
tumn, and  from  two  to  four  fathoms  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  way  to  lake  NLmrepas,  re- 
ceiving in  its  courfe  the  river  Amit,  which  is 
D  3    __^  navi- 
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navigable  for  batteaux  to  a  confiderable  diuance." 
Lake  Maurepas  is  about  ten  rniles  in  length, > 
and  feven  in  breadth,  and  there  is  a  paffage  of  fe-- 
ven  miles  between  this  and  LakePontchartrain. 
I  have  reafon  to  behleye  th,it  the  time  is  not  far 
didantwhen  New  Orleans  will  be  a  great  trading 
city,  and  perhaps  another  v/ill  be  built  nearMant- 
chac,  at  Iberville,  than  may  in  time  rival  its  glory. 
Lake  Pontchartrain  is  about  forty  miles  long, 
twenty-four  broad,   and  eighteen  feet  deep. 
From  this   lake  to  the  fea   the  channel  is  ten 
miles   long,    and   three  hundred  yards  wide  ; 
and  the  w^ater  deep  enough  to  admit  large  vef- 
fels  through  thefe  lakes,  and  their  communi- 
cations.     This  place,  if  attended  to,  miglu  be 
of  confequence  to  all  the  w^eftern  country,  \md 
to  the  commerce  of  Weft-Florida  :   for  it  may 
reafonably  be  fuppofed,   that  the  inhabitants^ 
and  traders  of  the  weftern  country  would   ra- 
ther trade  at"  this  place  than  at  ISlew  Orleans,.. 
if  they  could  have  as   good   returns  for   their 
peltry,  and  the  produce  of  their  foil,  ns.it  makes 
a  confiderable  difference  in  their  voyage,  and 
faves  labour,  money,   and  time.     Experience 
will  doubtlefs  produce  ecnfiderable  improve- 
ments, and  render  the  navigation  of  the  Mif- 
fifiippi,  either  by  thefe  lakes,  or  New  Orleans, 
nearly  as  cheap  as  any  othero     That  the  Mif- 
liiiippi  can  anfwer  every  valuable  purpofe  of 
trade  and  commerce  is  proved  already  to  a  de* 
nionftration  by  experience. 

A  proJigious  number  of  Ifiands,   fome  of 

which 
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which  are  of  great  extent,  are  iaterfperfed  ia 
that  mighty  river ;  and  the  difncuky  in  afcend- 
ing  ii  in  the  fpring,  v/hen  the  Hoods  are  high, 
is  compenfated  by  eddies  or  counter  currents, 
which  moilly  run  in  the  bends  near  the  banks 
of  the  river  with  nearly  equal  velocity  againit 
the  dreamland  aiiiil:  the  afcending boats.  This 
river  is  rapid  in  thoie  parts  which  have  cluilers 
of  iilands,  (Iroals  and  fand-banks ;  but  the  ra- 
pddity  of  thefe  places  will  be  no  inconvenience 
to  the  newly  invented  mechanical  boats'^,  it 
being  their  peculiar  property  to  fail  bed  in 
fniart  currents. 

From  New  Orleans  to  the  Falls  of  Ohio, 
batteaux,  carrying  about  40  tons,  have  been 
rovv'ed  by  eighteen  or  twenty  men  in  eight  or 
ten  weeks,  which,  at  the  extent,  will  not  a- 
mount  to  more  than  five  hundred  pounds  ex- 
pence,  which  experi-snce  has  proved  to  be  a- 
boutone  third  of  that  from  Piiiladelphia.  It  is 
highly  probable  that  in  time  the  diilance  will 

*  This  plan  is  now  in  agitation-  in  Virginia,  and 
reconiracaJcd  to  goveiTiment  by  two  gentleinen  of 
firil  rate  abilities,  Mr.  Charles  Rurnfey  and  Dr.  James 
M*Macken.  Their  propof^ls  are,  "  to  confLru£t  a 
fpecies  of  boat,  of  the  burtlien  of  ten  tons,  that  (hall 
fail,  or  be  propelled  by  the  foice  of  rBcchap.ical  pow- 
ers thereto  applied,  up  the  flream  of  a  freih  water 
river  the  didaiice  of  between  2^  aa'id  40  miles  a  day, 
notwithilaading  the  velccity  of  the  water  ihculd 
move  at  the  rate  often  miles  an  hour,  to  be  wrought 
at  no  greater  e;:peiice  ihan  thai:  of  three  hands>'' 
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be   exceedingly   fliortened  by    cutting  acrofs 
bends  of  the  river. 

Gharlfcvoix  relates,  that  at  Coupee  or  Cut- 
point,  the  river  formerly  made  a  great  turn, 
and  fome  Canadians,  by  deepening  the  channel 
of  a  fmall  brook,  diverted  the  waters  of  the  ri- 
ver into  it.  Tile  impetuofity  of  the  flream 
was  fo  violent,  and  the  foil  of  fo  rich  and  loofe 
a  quality,  that  in  a  fhort  time  the  point  was 
entirely  cut  through,  and  the. old  channel  left 
dry,  except  in  inundations,  by  which  travel- 
lers five  14  leagues  of  their  voyage.  The  new- 
channel  has  been  founded  with  a  line  of  thir-. 
ty  fathoms  withaut  finding  bottom.  When 
the  diilance  is  fliortened,  which  I  believe  may 
readily  be  done,  and  the  mechanical  boats^ 
brought  to  their  higheft  improvement,  the 
expences  of  a  voyage  from  New  Orleans  to 
the  Falls  of  Ohio  will  be  attended  with  incon- 
fiderable  expence.  Now  we  know  by  experi-- 
ence  that  forty  tons  of  goods  cannot  be  takerL 
to  the  Falls  of  Ohio,  from  Philadelphia  under 
fixtcen  hundred  pounds  expence;  but  by  im- 
provements on  the  MiiHiiippi,  with  the  conve-- 
niences  of  thefe  boats,  goods  can  be.broughc 
from  New  Orleans  to  the  Falls  for.  the  tenth 
part  of  that  expence;  and  if  they  are  fold  at 
one  hundred  pounds  per  cent,  now,  when 
brought  from  Philadelphia  at  expences  fo  great 
what  may  the  merchant  afford  to  fell  his  goods 
at,  who   brings  them  fo  much  cheaper  ?  Be- 

fides 


[    45    ] 


fides,  the  great  nclvant ages  ariiing  from  the  ex- 
porting the  peltrj,  and  country  produce,  which 
never  can  be  conveyed  to  the  eaflern  ports  to 
any  advantage.  It  is  eviden:  alfo  that  the 
market  from  which  they  receive  imports,  mull 
confeqaently  receive  their  exports,  which  is 
the  only  return  they  ca.n  pOiFibly  make. 

By  {taking  the  commerce  of  Kentucky  ia 
its  proper  terms,  we  find  the  expences  fuch, 
that  we  conclude  with  propriety,  that  that 
country  will  be  fupplied  with  goods  as  che;ip 
as  if  lituated  but  forty  mdles  from  Phihvdei- 
phia. 

But  perhaps  it  will  be  replied,  New  Orleans 
is  in  the  polfciTijn  of  the  Spaniards,  wdio  when- 
ever they  pleafe,  maj  make  ufe  of  that  fort, 
and  fome  others  they  have  on  the  Miiliiiippi, 
to  prevent  the  navigation  and  ruin  the  trade. 
The  paifige  through  Iberville  is  alio  fubjecl  to 
the  Spaniards,  and,  befides,  inconvenient ;  that 
ftream  continuing  fo  Tnort  a  rhiie,  and  in  the 
mod  difadvantageous  feafon. 

I  grant  it  will  be  abfurd  to  exped  a  free  na- 
vigation of  the  Miiriilippi  whiiil  ihe  Spaniards 
are  in  polTeirion  of  Ne\v  Orleans.  To  fuppofe 
it,  is  an  idea  calculated  to  inipofe  only  upon 
the  w^eak.  Hiey  mav  perhaps  trade  with  us 
upon  their  own  terms,  wIvAq  they  think  it  con- 
fiflent  with  their  intereft*,  but   no  friendfliip 

*  Article  Hih  cf  the  late  Definitive  Treaty,  fays* 
TLe    navigation    cf    tlie    Miffjipji^pi   Kiver  Xrcrn  its 

in 
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in  trade  exifts  \vhen  intereil:  expires  ;  tberePore^ 
when  the  wedein  country  becomes  populous' 
and  ripe  for  trade,  found  policy  tells  us  the 
Floridas  mud  be  oars  tea.  Accordincr  to  the 
articles  of  the  Deftoitive  Treaty,  we  are  to 
ha^ye  a^tree  and  unrnoleded  nLivigation  to  the 
A'liilifllppi ;  but  experience  reaches  mankind 
that  treaties  are  not  always  to  be  depended  up- 
on, the  moftfolenm  being  broken.  Hence  we 
learn  that  no  one  ihould  pur  much  faith  in  a- 
ny  (late;  and  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
Mu^^iTippi  River  cannot  be  fo  well  fecured  in 
any  other  poiTefTion  as  our  ov/n» 

Although  the  Iberville  only  admits  of  a  ilior.^^ 
and  inconvenient  navigation,  yet  if  a  commer-' 
ciai  town  were  built  there,  it  would  be  the 
center  of  the  vreilern  trade ;  and  a  land  carri^ 
age  of  ten  or  tv/elve  miles  would  be  counted, 
no  difadvantage  to  the  merchant.  Nay,  1 
doubt  not,  that  in  time  a  canal  will  be  broke 
through  the  gut  of  Iberville,  which  may  di\^ert 
the  water  of  MifSilippi  that  way,  and  render 
it  a  place  of  the  greatell  confequence  in  Ame- 
rica ;  but  this  important  period  is  referved  for 
futurity. 

fource  to  the  ocean,  ihall  forever  remain  free  and  o- 
pen  to  the  fubjeat  of  Great  Bricain  and  the  citizens 
^of  the  Uaited  Staces. 

THE 
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AD VEN  T  UR  E  S 

OF 
COLON  EL    DAN  IE  L    E  O  O  N, 

Formerly  a  Hunter; 
Containing  a  N  a  r  r  a  t  i  v  e  of  the  W  a  r  s 

of  K  £  N  T  u  c  K  y. 

CURIOSITY  is  natural  to  the  foul  of  man  ; 
and  interefling  objcds  have  a  powerful 
influence  on  our  afte£lions.  Let  tbefe  influ- 
jEncing  powers  aduate,  by  the  permiffion  or 
difpofal  of  Providence,  from  felfini  or  fecial 
views,  yet  in  time  the  m^ydcrious  will  of  Hea- 
ven is  unfolded,  and  we  behold  our  conducl, 
from  whatfoever  motives  excited,  operating 
to  anfiver  the  important  defigns  of  heaven. 
Thus  we  behold  Kentucky,  lately  an  howling 
wildernefs,  the  habitation  of  favages  and  wild 
bealis,  become  a  fruitful  lield  ;  this  region,  fo 
favourably  diftinguiihed  by  nature,  is  now  be- 
come the  habitation  of  civilization,  at  a  period 
unparalleled  in  hiilory,  in  the  midit  of  a  rag- 
ing war,  and  under  all  the  difadvantages  of  e- 
migration  to  a  country  fo  remote  from  the  in- 
habited parts  of  the  continent.     Here,  where 

the 


the  hand  of  yiiueriCe  fi^ed  ilie  blood  of  the  in- 
nocent; v/here  the  horrid  jells  of  favages,  end 
the  groans  of  the  diftrefied^  founded  in  cur  ears, 
we  now  hear  the  praifcs  and  adorations  of  cur 
Creator.;  where  wretched  wigwanis  flood,  the 
rniferable  abodes  of  favages,  we  beheld  the 
foundations  of  cities  laid,  that,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, will  equal  the  glory  of  the  greateft  upon 
earth.  And  «e  view  Kentucky  lituated  on  th^ 
fertile  banks  of  the  great  Chio,  riling  from 
cbfcurity  to  fhine  with. ipler.dor,  equal  to  any^ 
other  of  the  ftars  of  the  American  heniii- 
phere*- 

The  fettling  cf  this  region  well  deftrvcs  a 
place  in  hillciy.  Pv'^c  fl  of  the  meaiorable  e- 
vents  I  h^ve  myfelf  been  exerciitd  in  ;  and,  for 
the  fstisfadion  of  the  pvbiic,  will  biiefy  re- 
late the  circun.fu.nc€S  cf  n  y  adventures,  and 
fccncs  of  life,  from  n.y  fril  n^cvemer.t  to  this 
country  uiuil  this  day. 

It  wfis  on  the  fiift  cf  May,  in  theycnr  1769, 
that  1  rtfgncd  n^y  douieflic  haprincis  u>r  a 
time,  ?ind  left  n^y  ir.n-.ily  and  peacealle  habiia- 
♦ign  on  the  Yc:ckin  River,  in  North  Carol ii:a, 
to  wander  through  the  viidcricfscf  Anitiica, 
in;que[t  cl  the  couni:y  cf  ilerituchy,  in  com- 
pany with  Jolin  rinlcy,  John  Stew  ait,  Jofcph 
llolden,  jan.es  Mcri.ay,  and  \^^ill?i)m  Ccol. 
V/e  proceeded  fuccefifuily,  and  after  a  long 
and  fatiguir.g  jcumey  through  a  mountrinfous 
V.'ilderncfs,  in  a  wefiward  diitclion,  on  the  fe- 

venth 
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vcnih  day  of  June  following  we  found  our- 
felves  on  Red  River,  where  John  FinLy  had 
formerly  been  trading  with  the  Indians,  and, 
from  the  top  of  an  eminence,  fa 7/  with  pleafure 
the  beautiful  level  of  Kentucky.  Here  let 
nic  obferve,  that  for  fome  time  we  had  expe- 
rienced the  moil  uncomfortable  v/eaiher  as  a 
prelibation  of  our  future  fufferings.  At  this 
place  we  encamped,  and  made  a  llielter  to  de-^ 
fend  us  from  the  inclement  feafon,  and  began 
io  hunt  and  reconnoitre  the  country.  We 
f-3  mJ  every  where  abundance  of  wild  beafls 
of  all  forts,  through  this  vail:  fjieri:.  The  buf- 
falo were  more  frequent  than  I  have  feen  cattle 
in  the  fettle  me  nts,  brovvzing  on  the  leaves  of 
the  cane,  or  cropping  the  herbage  on  thofe  ex- 
teiiiive  plains,  feaikfs,  becaufe  ignorant,  of  the 
violence  of  man.  Sometimes  we  faw  hundreds 
in  a  drove,  and  the  numbers  about  the  fait 
fprings  W'.Te  amazing.  In  this  foreii,  the  ha- 
bit.iti  on  of  bealts  of  every  kind  natural  to  A- 
merica,  we  praftifed  huncing  with  great  fuc- 
eeG,  until  the  twenty-fecondday  of  December 
following. 

This  day  John  Stewart  and  I  had  a  pleafing 
famble,  but  fortune  changed  the  fctne  in  the 
clofe  of  it.  We  had  p-ilTed  thr- nigh  a  great  fo- 
reft,  on  which  flood  myriads  of  trees,  fome  gay 
with  bloffoms,  others  rich  with  fruits.  Naiu.e 
was  here  a  feries  of  wonders,  and  a  fund  of 
del'^^ht.  Here  fhe  difplayed  her  ingenuity  and 
E  induftiy 
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induftry  in  a  variety  of  flowers  and  fruits, 
beautifully  coloured,  elegantly  fhaped,  and 
charmingly  flavoured  ;  and  we  were  diverted 
v/ith  innumerable  animals  prefenting  them- 
felves  perpetually  to  our  view. — In  the  decline 
of  the  day,  near  Kentucky  river,  as  we  afcend- 
ed  the  brow  of  a  fmall  hill,  a  number  of  In-- 
dians  rufhed  out  of  a  thick  c  tne  brake  upon 
us,  and  made  us  prif  ners.  The  time  of  our 
forrow  was  now  arrived,  and  the  fcene  fully 
opened.  The  Indians  plundered  us  of  what 
we  had,  and  kept  us  in  confinement  ieveTi 
days,  treating  us  with  common  favage  ufage. 
During  this  time  we  difcovcred  no  uueaiinefs 
or  dt  (ire  to  efcapc,  which  made  them  Icfs  fuf- 
picious  of  us  ;  but  in  the  dead  of  night,  as  we 
lay  in  a  thick  cane-brake  by  a  large  fire,  when 
fleep  had  locked  up  their  fenfes,  my  fituatioa 
not  difpofing  me  for  refl:,  I  touched  my  com- 
panion, and  gently  awoke  him.  We  impro- 
ved this  favourable  opportunity,  and  depart^ 
ed,  leaving  them  to  take  their  refl:,  and  fpecd* 
ily  direded  our  courfe  towards  our  old  camp.,^ 
but  found  it  plundered,  and  the  company  dif- 
perfed  and  gone  home.  About  this  time  my 
brother,  Squire  Boon,  with  another  adventure 
er,  who  came  to  explore  the  country  fliortly 
after  us,  was  wandering  through  the  foreit, 
determined  to  find  me  if  poflible,  and  acci- 
dentally found  our  camp.  Notwithfl:andiag 
the  unfortunate  circuaifl:ances  of  our  company, 

and 
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and  our  dangerous  fituation,  as  furrounded 
with  hoitile  favages,  our  meeting  fo  fortunate- 
ly in  the  wildernefs  made  us  reciprocally  fen- 
fible  of  the  utmoft  fatisfadion.  So  much  does 
friendil:iip  triumph  over  misfortune,  that  for- 
rows  and  fufferings  vaniih  not  only  at  the  meet- 
ing of  real  friends,  but  of  the  moil;  diftant  ac- 
quaintances,  and  fubilitute  happinefs  in  their 
room* 

Soon  after  this,  my  com.panion  in  captivity, 
John  Stewart,  was  killed  by  the  lavages,  and 
the  man  that  camie  with  my  brother  returned 
home  by  himfejf.  We  were  then  in  a  danger- 
ous, helplefs  iituation,  expofed  daily  to  perils 
and  death  amon«-(t  favages  and  wild  beads, 
not  a  white  man  in  the  country  but  ourfelves. 

Thus  lituated  many  hundred  miles  from  our 
families  in  th<s  howling  vi^ildernefs,  I  believe 
few  would  have  equally  enjoyed  the  happinefs 
we  experienced.  I  often  obferved  to  my  bro- 
ther, You  fee  now  how  little  nature  requires  to 
be  fatisfied.  Felicity  the  companion  of  con- 
tent, is  rather  found  in  our  own  breails  than 
in  the  enjoyment  of  external  things :  and  I 
firmly  believe  it  requires  but  a  little  philofophy 
to  make  a  man  happy  in  whatfoever  ilate  he 
is.  This  confifts  in  a  full  refignation  to  the 
will  of  Providence  ;  and  a  refigned  foul  finds 
pleafure  in  a  path  ftrewcd  with  briars  and 
thorns.  E  2 
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We  continued  not  in  a  ilate  of -indolence, 
but  hunted  every  day,  and  prepared  a  little, 
cottage  to  defend  us  from  the  winter  ftorms. 
We  remained  there  undidurbed  during  the 
winter;  and  on  the  firfl;  day  of  May,  1770^ 
my  brother  returned  home  to  the  fettlement 
by  himfelf,  for  a  new  recruit  of  horfes  and  am- 
.niunirion,  leaving  me  by  myfelf  without 
bread,  fait  or  fugar,  without  company  of  my 
fellow  creatures,  or  even  a  horfe  or  dog.  I 
coiifefs  I  never  before  was  under  greater  ne- 
ceflity  of  exerGiiing  philofophy  and  fortitude, 
A  few  days  I  palTcd  uncomfortably.  The  idea 
of  a  beloved  wife  and  family,  and  their  anxie- 
ty  upon  the  account  of  my  abfence  and  expofed 
fituation,  made  fenfible  impreiHons  on  my 
heart.  A  thoufand  dreadful  apprehenfions 
prefented  themfelves  to  my  view,  and  had  un- 
doubtedly difpofed  me  to  melancholy,  if  fur- 
ther indulged. 

One  day  I  undertook  a  tour  through  ihc 
country,  and  the  diverfity  and  beauties  of  na- 
ture I  met  with  in  this  charming  feafon,  expel- 
led every  gloomy  and  vexatious  thought.  Juil 
at  the  clofeofday  x\\^  gentle  gales  retired,  and 
left  the  place  to  the  difpofal  of  a  profound 
calm.  Not  a  breeze  fliook  the  mod  tremulous 
leaf.  I  had  gained  the  fumrait  of  a  command- 
ing ridge,  and,  looking  round  with  aftonilbing 
delight,  beheld  the  ample  plains,  the  beaute- 
ous tracts  teIo-,v.     On  the  other  hand,  I  fur- 
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veyed  the  famous  river  Ohio  that  rolled  in 
filent  dignity,  marking  the  vveftern  boundary 
of  Kentucky  with  inconceivable  grandeur. 
At  a  vad  diftance  I  beheld  the  mountains  lift 
their  venerable  brows,  and  penetrate  the 
clouds.  All  things  were  flill.  I  kindled  a  fire 
near  a  fountain  of  fweet  water,  and  feaiied  on 
the  loin  of  aback,  which  a  few  hours  before  I 
had  killed.  The  fullen  fhades  of  night  fooii 
overfpread  the  whole  hemifphere,  and  the 
earth  feemed  to  gafp  after  the  hovering  nioift- 
ure.  My  roving  excurtion  this  day  had  fa- 
tigued my  body,  and  diverted  my  imagiiiati- 
on.  I  laid  me  down  to  lleep,  and  I  awoke 
not  until  the  fun  had  chafed  away  the  night. 
I  continued  this  tour,  and  in  a  few  days  explo- 
red a  confiderable  part  of  the  country,  each 
day  equally  pleafed  as  the  firfl.  I  returned  a- 
gain  to  my  old  camp,  which  was  not  diflurbed 
in  my  abfence.  I  did  not  confine  my  lodging 
to  it,  but  often  repofed  in  thick  cane  brakes, 
to  avoid  the  favages,  who,  I  believe  often  vi- 
iited  my  camp,  but  fortunately  for  me,  in  my 
ablence.  In  this  lituation  I  was  conftantl/ 
expofed  to  danger  and  death.  How  unhappy 
fuch  a  lituation  for  a  man  tormented  with  fear, 
which  is  vain  if  no  danger  comes,  and  if  it 
does,  only  augments  the  pain.  It  was  my 
happinefs  to  be  deftitute  of  this  affliding  paffi- 
on,  with  which  I  had  the  greateft  reafon  to  be 
affefted.  The  prowHng  wolves  diverted  my 
E  3  noituTjial 
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no£luFnal  hours  with  perpetual  bowlings  ;  and 
the  various  fpecies  of  animals  in  this  vaft  foreft, 
in  the  day  time,  were  continually  in  my  view. 

Thus  I  was  furroimded  with  plenty  in,  the 
inidft  of  want.  I  was  happy  in  the  midfl:  df 
dangers  and  inconveniencies.  In  fach  a  di- 
verfity  it  was  impoffible  I  ihould  be  difpoffd 
to  melancholy.  No  populous  city,  with  all  the 
vari  res  of  commerce  and  (lately  flrudurcs, 
could  afford  fo  much  pleafnre  to  my  mind,  as 
th?  beauties  of  nature  I  found  here. 

Thus,  through  an  uninterrupted  fccne  of  fyl- 
van  pleafures,'!  fpent  the  tim.e  until  the  nyih 
day  of  July  following,  when  mj  brother,  to 
my  great  felicity,  met  me,  according  to  ap- 
pointment, at  our  old  camp.  Shortly  aftei;, 
we  left  this  place,  not  thinking  it  fafe  to  (lay 
there  long:r,  aad  proceeded  to  Cumberland 
River,  reconnoitring  that  part  of  the  country 
xintil  March,  1771,  and  giving  names  to  the 
iiiTerent  waters. 

Soon  after,  I  returned  home  to  my  family,, 
with  a  determination  to  bring  them  as  foon  as 
pofTible  to  live  in  Kentucky,  which  I  efteemed 
a  fecond  paradife,   at   the  nik  of  my  life  and 

for  tune  V  .     . 

I  returned  fafe  to  my  old  habitation,  and 
found  my  family  in  happy  circum.ftances.  I 
fold  my  farm  on  the  Yadkin,  and  what  goods 
we  could  not  carry  with  us;  and  on  the  twen- 
ty-fifih    day   of    September,    1773,   bade   a 
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fire  well  to  our  friends,  and  proceeded  on  our 
journey  to  Kentucky,  in  company  with  five 
families,  more,  and  forty  men  that  joined  us  in 
Powel's  Valley,  which  is  one  hundred  and  fif- 
ty miles  from  the  now  fettled  parts  of  Kentuc- 
ky. This  promifing  beginning  was  foon  over^ 
caft  with  a  cloud  of  adverlity  ;  for  upon  ths 
tenth  day  of  October,  the  rear  of  our  compa* 
ny  was  attacked  by  a  number  of  Indians,  who 
killed  fix,  and  wounded  one  man.  Of  thefa 
my  eldefl  fon  was  one  that  fell  in  the  action; 
Though  we  defended  ourfelves,  and  repuh'ed 
the  enemyj  yet  thia  unhappy  affair  fcattered 
our  cattle,  brought  us  into,  extreme  difficulty^ 
and  fo  difcouiaged  the  w^hole  company,  that 
we  retreated  forty  miles,  to  the  fettlement  on 
Clinch  river.  We  had  palled  over  two  m.oan^ 
tains,  viz.  Powel's  and  Walden's.,  and  were 
approaching  Cumberland  mountain  when  this 
adverfe  fortune  overtook  us,  Thefe  moun- 
tains are  in  the  wildernefs,  as  we  pafs  from,, 
the  old  fettlements  in  Virginia  to  Kentucky, 
are  ranged  in  a  S.  W.  and  N.  E.  dire(!lion, 
are  of  a  great  length  and  breadth,  ?.nd  not  far 
diflant  from  each  other.  Over  thefe,  nature 
hath  formed  paiTes  that  are.  lefs  difficult  than 
might  be  expected  from  a  view  of  fuch  huge 
piles.  The  afpedl  of  thefe  cliffs  is  fo  v/ild  and 
horrid,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  behold  them 
withouL  terror.  The  fpedator  is  apt  to  ima- 
gine that  nature  had  formerly  fuffered  fome 
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violent  convulfion  ;  and  that  thcfe  are  the  dif- 
membered  remains  of  the  dreadful  ihock;  the 
ruins,  not  of  Perfepolis  or  Palmyra,  but  of  the 
world  1 

I  remained  with  my  family  on  Clinch  until 
the  fixth  of  June,  1774,  when  I  and  one  Mi- 
chael Stoner  were  foiicited  by  Governor  Dun^ 
more  of  Virginia,  to  go  to  the  Falls  of  the  O^- 
hio,  to  conduct  into  the  fettlement  a  number 
of  furveyors  that  had  been  fent  thither  by  him 
fome  montlis  before  ;  thh  country  having  a- 
'  bout  this  time  drawn  the  attention  of  many 
adventurers.  We  immediately  complied  with 
the  Governor's  requeft,  and  conduded  in  the 
furveyors,  compleating  a  tour  of  eight  hundred 
miles,  through  many  difficulties,  in  fixty-two 
days. 

Soon  after  I  returned  home,  I  was  ordered 
to  take  the  command  ©f  three  garrifons  durino- 
the  campaign,  which  Governor  Dunmore  car^ 
ried  on  againft  the  Shawanefe  Indians :  after 
the  conclufion  of  which,  the  militia  was  dif- 
charged  from  each  garrifon,  and  I  being  reliev- 
ed  from  my  poft,  was  foiicited  by  a  number  of 
North  Carolina  gentlemen,  that  were  about 
purchafmg  the  lands  laying  on  the  S.  fide  of 
Kentucky  River,  from  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
to  attend  their  treaty  at  Wataga,  in  March 
1775,  to  negociate  with  them,  and  mcntiom 
the  boundaries  of  the  purchafe.  This  I  ac- 
cepted^ and  at  the  re^ucit  of  the  fame  gentle- 
men,, 
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men,  undertook  to  mark  out  a  road  in  th© 
beft  paiTage  from  the  fettlement  through  the 
jviidcrneis  to  Kentucky,  with  fuch  atTuiance  as 
I  thought  necelTary  to  employ  for  fuch  an  im- 
portant undertaking. 

1  foon  began  this  work,  having  coUedled  a 
number  of  enterpriimg  men,  well  armed.  We 
proceeded  with  all  poffibie  expedition  until 
we  came  within  fifteen  miles  of  where  Boonf- 
borough  now  (lands,  and  where  we  were  fired 
upon  by  a  party  of  Indians  that  killed  two, 
and^  wounded  tv/o  of  our  number;  yet,  al* 
though  furprifed  and  taken  at  a  difadvantagey 
we  flood  our  ground.  This  was  on  the  twen- 
.ticth  of  March,  1775.  Three  days  after,  we 
were  fired  upon  again,  and  had  two  men  killed, 
and  three  wounded.  Afterwards  we  proceed- 
ed on  to  Kcniucky  PJvcr.  without  oppofition  ^ 
and  on  the  fiiTi  day  of  April  began  to  ered  the 
fort  of  Boonfborough  at  a  fait  lick,  about  iixt/ 
yards  from  the  river,  on  the  S.  fide. 

On  the  fourth  day,  the  Indians  killed  one  of 
our  mem — V/e  were  bufily  employedin  build- 
ing this  fort,  until  the  fourteenth  day  of  June 
following,  without  any  farther  oppofition  from 
the  Indians;  and  having  finillied  the  works,  I 
returned  to  my  family,  on  Clinch. 

In  a  fliort  tim.e,  I  proceeded  to  remove  my 
family  fiorn  Clinch  to  this  garrifon  :  where  we 
sriivcd  fafe  without  any  other  difliculties  than 
fuch  as  are  common  to  this  pafHige,  my  wife 
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and  daughter  being  the  firft  white  women  that 
ever  itood  on  the  banks  of  Kentucky  River. 

On  the  twenty -fourth  day  of  December  fol- 
lowing,  we  had  one  man  killed,  and -one 
wounded,  by  the  Indians,  who  feemed  deter- 
mined to  perfecute  us  for  ere6l:mg  this  fortifi- 
cation. 

On  the  fourteenth  day  of  July  1776,  two  of 
Col.  Calaway's  daughters,  and  one  of  mine, 
w^ere  taken  prifoners  near  the  fort.  1  imme- 
diate]/ purfued  the  Indians,  with  only  eight 
men,  and  on  the  fixtcenth  overtook  them, 
killed  two  of  the  party,  and  recovered 
the  girls.  The  fame  day  on  which  this  at- 
tempt was  made,  the  Indians  divided  them- 
feives  into  diffi-rent  parties,  and  attacked  feve- 
ral  forts,  which  were  fhortly  before  this  time 
ereded,  doing  a  great  deal  of  mifchief.  This 
was  extremely  dillreffing  to  the  new  fettlers. 
The  innocent  hulL.mdman  was  (hot  down, 
while  bufy  in  cultivating  the  fjil  for  his  fami- 
ly's fapply.  Moft  of  the  cattle  around  the  Ra- 
tions were  deftroyed.  1  hey  continued  their 
hoftilitles  in  this  manner  until  the  fifteenth  of 
April  1777,  when  they  attacked  Boonlborough 
with  a  party  of  above  one  hundred  in  number, 
killed  one  man,  and  wounded  four. — Their 
lofs  in  this  attack  was  not  certainly  known  to 
us. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  July  following,  a  par- 
ty  of  about  two  hundred  Indians  attacked 
Booi^lborough,  killed  one  man,  and  wounded 

two. 
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mo.  They  befieged  us  forty-eight  hours  j 
during  which  time  feven  of  them  were  killed, 
and,  at  laft,  finding  themfelves  not  likeiy  to 
prevail,  they  railed  the  iiege,  and  departed. 

The  Indians  had  difpofed  their  warriors  in 
different  parties  at  this  time,  and  attacked  the 
different  garrifcns  to  prevent  thtir  afiiiling 
each  other,  and  did  much  injury  to  the  diflelT* 
ed  inhabitants. 

On  the  nineteenth  day  of  this  month.  Gel, 
Logan's  fort  was  befieged  by  a  party  of  about 
two  hundred  Indians.  Duiing  this  dreadful 
•fiege  they  did  a  great  deal  of  milch  ef,  dilliefi- 
ed- the  ganifon,  in  which  were  only  fifiecn 
men,  killed  two,  and  v/ounded  one.  The  e- 
nemy*s  lofs  was  uncertain,  fom  the  con  mnn 
pra6lice  which  the  Indians  have  of  carrying  eft 
their  dead  in  time  of  battle.  Col.  Hanod's 
fort  was  then  defended  by  only  {ixty-fi\  e  m>en, 
and  BoG^iiborough  by  twenty  two,  there  being 
no  more  forts  or  white  men  in  the  country,  ex- 
cept at  the  Falh,  a  confiderahle  difiance  from 
thefe ;  and  all  taken  collectively,  were  but  a 
handful  to  the  numerous  warriors  that  were  e^ 
very  where  difperfed  through  the  country,  rn^ 
tent  upon  doing  all  the  mifchief  that  favage 
barbp.rity  could  invent.  Thus  we  pafled 
through  a  fcene  of  fufferings  that  exceeds  de- 
jTcription. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  this  month,  a  rein- 
forcement of  forty-five  naea  arrived  from  North 
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Carolina,  and  about  the  twentieth  of  Augufl: 
following.  Col.  Bowman  arrived  with  one 
hundred  men  from  Virginia.  Now  we  began 
to  flrengthen,  and  from  hence,  for  the  fpac€ 
of  lix  weeks,  we  had  fkirmifhes  with  Indians, 
in  one  quarter  or  other,  almon:  every  day. 

The  favagcs  now  l';^amed  the  fuperiority  of 
the  Long  Knife,  as  they  call  the  Virginians, 
by  experience  ;  being  out-generalled  in  almok 
every  battle.  Our  affairs  began  to  wear  a  new 
^fped:,  and  the  enemy,  not  daring  to  ventu-'e 
on  open  war,  pradifed  f-cret  mifchief  at  time?. 

On  the  hrit  day  of  Ju-nuary  1778,  I  went 
with  a  party  of  thirty  men  to  tiie  Blue  Licks, 
on  Licking  River,  to  make^falt.for  the  different 
garrifons  in  the  country. 

On  the  7th  day  ot  February,  as  I  was  hunt- 
ing to  pvocure  meat  fi>r  the  company,  I  met 
with  a  pjrty  of  one  hundred  and  two  Indians, 
and  two  Frtnchmen,  on  their  mar^h  again ll 
Bv  onfborough,  that  place -be-ng  pdrtiV5uiarly  the 
cbjcct  of  the  enemy. 

They  I  urfued,  and  took  m;e ;  and  brought 
me  on  the  eighth  day  to  the  Licks,  whe  € 
tweny-lcvcn  of  my  par'y  were,  tliree  of  them^ 
.having  previoufiy  retued  home  with  the  fait. 
I,  know  ng  it  v/as  impolTi ble  for  them  to  ef-- 
eape,  caoitulated  with  the  enemy,  'and,  at  a 
£iflance  i  1  their  vit  v,  gave  notice  to  my  men 
of  the-r  fituation,  with  orders  not  to  refiit,  but 
fnirendtt  themfelves  ca^ptives. 

The 
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-  The  generous  ufage  the  Indians  had  promifei 
before  in  my  capitulation,  was  afterwards  ful- 
ly complied  with,  and  we  proceeded  with  them 
as  prifoners  to  old  Chelicothe,  the  principal  In- 
dian town  on  Little  Miami,  where  we  arrived, 
after  an  uncomfortable  journey  in  very  fevere 
weather,  on  the  eighteenth  duy  of  February, 
and  received  as  good  treatment  as  prifoners 
could  exped  from  favages. — On  the  tenth  day 
of  March  following,  I  and  ten  of  my  men  were 
xondu6ted  by  forty  Indians  to  Detroit,  where 
we  arrived  the  thirtieth  day,  and  were  treated 
by  Governor  Hamilton,  the  Britiili  command- 
-er  at  that  poll,  with  great  humanity. 

-  During  our  travels,  the  Indians  entertained 
me  well ;  and  their  aife<5lion  for  me  was  fo 
great,  that  they  utterly  refufed  to  leave  me 
there  with  the  others,  although  the  Governor 
offered  them  one  hundred  pounds  flerling  for 
me,  on  purpofe  to  give  me  a  parole  to  go  home. 
Several  ErjgUili  gentlemen  there,  being  fenfible 
of  my  adverfe  fortune,  and  touched  with  hu- 
man fympathy,  generouily  offered  a  friendly 
fupply  for  my  wants,  which  I  refufed,  with 
many  thanks  for  their  kindnefs;  adding,  that 
I  never  expeded  it  would  be  in  my  poAver  to 
rccompenie  fuch  unmerited  generofity. 

The  Indians  left  my  men  in  captivity  with 

the  Britifh  at  Detrpit,    and   on  the  tenth  day 

of  April  brought  me  towards  Old  Chelicothe, 

•where  we  arrived  on  the  twenty -fifth  day  of 
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the  fame  month.     This  was  a  long  and  fatigu- 
ing march,  through  an  exceeding  fertile  coun- 
try, remarkable  for  fine  Iprings  and  ftreams  of 
water.      At  Chelicothe  I  fpent  ray  time  as 
comfortably  as  I  could  expe.d ;   was   adppted, 
according  to  their  cuftom,  into  a  fa  mi]  y,  where 
I  became  a  fon,  and  had  a  great  fhare  in  the  af- 
fedionof  my  new  parents,  brothers,  fifters  and 
friends.  I  was  exceedingly  familiar  and  friend- 
ly with   them,   always,  appearing  as  cheerful 
and  fatisfied  as  poffihle,  and  they  put  great 
confidence  in  me.     I  often  went  a  hunting 
with  them,   and   frequently  gained  their  ap- 
plaufe  for  my  adivity  at  our  fhooting-matche^. 
I  was  careful  not  to  exceed  many  of  them  in- 
fhooting  ;  for  no  people  are  more  envious  thaii 
they  in  this  fport.     I  could  obferye,  in  their 
countenances   and   geftures,   the  greatefl  ex- 
preffions  of  joy  when  they  exceeded  me  5  and^ 
when  the  reverfe  happened,   of  envy.     The 
Shawanefe  king  took  great  notice  of  me,  and 
treated  me  with  profound  refped,  and  entire 
friendlhip,  often  entrufting  me  to  hunt  at  my 
liberty.     I  frequently  returned  with  the  fpoUs 
of  the  woods,  and  as  often  prefenied  fome  of 
what  I  had  taken  to  him,  exprcffive  of  duty  to 
n^y  fovereign.     My  food  and  lodgmg  were  in 
common  with  them ;  not  fo  good  indeed  as  I 
could  defire,  but  neccffitj  made  every  thing 
acceptable.  J  ^^^ 
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I' now  began  to  meditate  an  efcape,  and 
rirefully  avoided  their  fufpicions,  continuing 
with  them  at  Old  Chelicothe  until  the  firfl  day 
of  June  following,  and  then  was  taken  by  them 
ro  the  fait  fprings  on  Sciora,  and  kept  there, 
making  fait,  ten  days.  Daring  this  time  I 
Kunted  fome  for  them,  and  found  the  land,  for 
a-great  exfent  about  this  river,  to  exceed  the 
foil  of  Kentucky,  if  poilible,  and  rerharkabl/ 
well  watered. 

■  When  I  returned  to  Chelicothe,  alarmed  to 
fee  four  hundred  and  ^t\y  Indians,  of  their 
cKoiceft  warriors,  painted  and  armed  in  afear- 
ful  manner,  ready  to  march  agalnfl  Boonfoo- 
r^ugh,  I  determined  to  efcape  the  firll  oppor- 
tuniry. 

Oil  the  fixteenth,  before  fan-rife,  I  depaited 
in  the  moll  fecret  manner,  and  anived  at 
Boonfborough  on  the  twen:ier.h,  cifccr  a  jour- 
ney of  one  hundred  and  fixty  nnlcs;  during 
which,  I  had  but  one  meal. 

I  found  our  fjrtrefs  in  a  bad  fiate  of  de- 
fence; but  v/e  proceeded  immediately  tore- 
pair  our  flanks,  Itrengthen  ou^  gates  and  p  )il=' 
erns,  and  form  double  bailions,  wliich  we 
completed  in  ten  days.  In  this  tim^  we  daily 
expeded  the  arrival  of  the  Indian  armv  ;  and 
at  length,  one  of  my  fellow  prifoners,  efcaping 
from  them,  arrived,  informing  us  that  the  e- 
nemy  had,  on  .account .of  my  departure,  poft- 
poned  their  expedition  three  weeks. — The 
F  2  Indi- 
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Indians  had  fpies  out  viewing  our  movements, 
and  were  greatly  alarmed  with  our  increafe  in 
number  and  fortifications.  The  Grand  Coun- 
cils of  the  nations  were  held  frequently,  and 
with  more  deliberation  than  ufual.  They  evi- 
dently faw  the  approaching  hour  when  the 
Long  Knife  would  difpoflefs  them  of  their  de- 
iirable  habitations;  and,  anxicully  concerned, 
for  futurity,  determined  utterly  to  extirpate 
the  whites  out  of  Kentucky.  We  were  not 
intimidated  by  their  movements,  but  frequent- 
ly gave  them  proofs  of  our  courage. 

About  the  lirfl  of  Augufl,  I  made  an  incur- 
fion  into  the  Indian  country,  with  a  party  of 
nineteen  men,  in  order  to  furprife  a  fmall. 
town  up  Sciota,  called  Paint-Creek-town.r 
We  advanced  within  four  miles  thereof,  where 
we  met  a  party  cf  thirty  Indians  on  their  march- 
againfi  Booniborough,  intending  to  join  the  . 
others  from  Chtlicothe.  A  fmart  fight  enfu-^^ 
ed  betwixt  us  for  feme  time  :  at  length  the  fa- 
vages  gave  way,  and  fled.  Vv'e  had  no  lofs  err 
cur  Ude  :  the  enemy  had  one  killed,  and  two 
wounded.  We  took  from  them  three  horfes, 
and  all  their  baggage  ;  and  being  informed,  by 
two  of  our  niunber  that  went  to  their  town, 
that  the  Indians  had  entirely  evacuated  it,  we 
proceeded  no  further,  and  returned  with  all 
poiTible  expedition  to  afTift  our  garrifon  againfl: 
the  other  party.     We  pafTed  by  them  on  the 
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fixth  day,  and  on  the  feventh  we  arrived  fafc 
at  Boonfb  )rough. 

On  the  eighth,  the  Indian  army  arrived,  be- 
ing four  hundred  and  forty-four  in  number, 
commanded  by  Capt.  Duquefne,  eleven  other 
Frenciimen,  and  fome  of  their  own  chiefs, 
and  marched  up  within  view  of  our  fort, 
with  BritilTi  and  French  colours  flying;  and 
having  fent  a  fummons  to  me,  in  his  Britanick 
jMajefty's  name,  to  furrender  the  fort,  I  re- 
queued two  days  confideiation,  which  was 
gran  red. 

It  w^as  now  a  critical  period  wdth  us. — We 
were  a  fmall  number  in  the  gariifon: — a  pow- 
erful army  before  our  walls,  whofe  appearance 
proclaimed  inevitable  death,  fearfully  painted, 
and  marking  rheir  footileps  with  defolation^ 
Death  w^as  preferable  to  captivity;  and  if  taken 
by  ftorm,-  we  mud  i  levifably  be  devoted  to 
dedruction.  In  this  fituation  we  concluded 
to  maintain  our  gairifon,  if  pofTiDle.  We  im- 
mediately proceeded  to  colle6t  what  we  could 
of  our  h Jifes,  and  other  cattle,  and  bring  them 
through  the  pofterns  into  the  fort :  and  in  the 
evening  of  the  ninth,  I  returned  anfvver,  that 
we  were  determined  to  defend  our  fort  while 
a  man  was  living. — -Now,  faid  I  to  their  com- 
mander, who  flood  attentively,  heating  my 
fentimenrs,  *  We  laugh  at  all  you  formidable 
preparations :  but  thank  you  f  )r  giving  us 
notice  and  time  to  provide  for  cur  defence, 
F  3  Your 
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Your  efforts  will  net  prevail;  for  our  gates 
fhall  for  ever  deny  your  admittance.' — Whe- 
ther this  anfwer  affeded  their  courage,  or  not, 
I  cannot  tell ;  but,  contrary  to  our  expedlati- 
ens,  they  formed  a  fcheme  to  deceive  us,  de- 
claring it  was  their  orders,  from  Governor 
Hamilton,  to  take  us  captives,  and  not  to  de- 
ftroy  us ;  but  if  nine  of  us  would  come  out, 
and  treat  v/ith  them,  they  would  immediately 
withdraw  their  forces  from  our  walls,  and  re- 
turn home  peaceably.  This  founded  grateful 
in  our  ears  ;  and  we  agreed  to  the  propofal. 

We  held  the  treaty  within  iixty  yards  of  the 
garrifon,  on  purpofe  to  divert  them  from  a 
breach  of  honour,  as  we  could  not  avoid  fuf- 
picions  of  the  favages.  In  this  lituation  the 
articles  were  formally  agreed  to,  and  figned  ; 
and  the  Indians  told  us  it  was  cuftomary  wich 
them,  on  fuch  occafions,  for  two  Indians  to 
Ihake  hands  with  every  white  man  in  the 
treaty,  as  an  evidence  of  entire  friendihip. 
We  agreed  to  this  alfo,  but  were  foon  con- 
vinced their  policy  was  to  take  us  prifoners. — 
They  immediately  grappled  us;  but,  although 
fiirrounded  by  hundreds  of  favages,  we  extri- 
cated ourfelves  from  them,  and  efcaped  all  fafe 
into  the  garrifon,  except  one  that  was  wound- 
ed, through  a  heavy  ]Sre  from  their  army. 
They  immediately  attacked  us  on  every  fide, 
and  a  conllant  heavy  fire  enfued  between  us, 
day  and  night,  for  the  fpace  of  nine  days. 

In 
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111  this  time  the  enemy  began  to  under- 
mine our  fort,  which  was  fituated  lixty  yards 
from  Kentucky  River.  They  began  at  the 
water-mark,  and  proceeded  in  the  bank  fome 
didance,  which  we  underftood  by  their  mak- 
ing the  water  muddy  with  the  clay  ;  and  we 
immediately  proceeded  to  difappoint  their  de- 
fign,  by  cutting  a  trench  acrofs  their  fubterra- 
nean  paffage.  The  enemy  difcovering  ouf 
counter-mine,  by  the  clay  we  threw  out  of  the 
fort,  defifted  from  the  flratagem  :  and  experi- 
ence now  fully  convincing  them  that  neither 
their  power  nor  poHcy  could  effecl  their  pur- 
pofe,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Auguft  they 
raifed  the  fiege,  and  departed. 

Luring  the  Ciege,  which  threatened  death  in 
every  form,  we  had  two  men  killed,  and  four 
wounded,  befides  a  number  of  cattle.  We 
Idiled  of  the  enemy  thirry-feven,  and  wounded 
a  great  number.  After  they  v/ere  gone,  we 
picked  up  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds 
weight  of  bullets,  befides  what  lluck  in  the 
logs  of  our  fort ;  which  certainly  is  a  great 
proof  of  their  indufiry.  Soon  after  this,  I 
went  into  the  fettlement,  and  nothing  worthy 
of  a  place  in  this  account  paiTcd  in  my  affairs 
for  fome  time. 

During  my  abfence  from  Kentucky  Col. 
Bov7mai>  carried  on  an  expedition  ngainfl:  the 
Shawanefe,  at  Old  Chehcothe,  with  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty  men,  in  July  1 779.     Here  they 
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arrived  undlfcovered,  and  a  battle  enfued, 
which  lafled  until  ten  o'clock,  A.  JVL  when 
Col.  Bowman,  finding  he  could  not  fucceed 
at  this  time,  retreated  about  thirty  miles.  The 
Indians,  in  the  mean  time,  colleding  all  their 
forces,  purfued  and  overtook  him,  when  a 
fmart  fight  continued  near  two  hours,  not  to 
the  advantage  of  Col.  Bowman^s  party. 

Col.  Harrod  propofed  to  mount  a  number  of 
horfe,  and  furioufly  to  rufh  upon  the  favages., 
who  at  this  time  fought  with  remarkable  fury. 
This  defperate  flep  had  a  happy  effedl,  broke 
the  line  of  battle,  and  the  fiivages  fied  on  all 
fides.  In  thefe  two  battles  we  had  nine  killed, 
and  one  wounded.  The  enemy's  lofs  uncer- 
tain, only  two  fcalps  being  taken. 

On  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  June  1780,  a 
large  party  of  Indians  and  Canadians,  about  fix 
hundred  in  number,  commanded  by  Col. 
Bird,  attacked  Riddle's  and  Martin's  ftations^ 
at  the  Forks  of  Licking  River,  with  fix  pieces 
of  artillery.  They  carried  this  expedition  fo 
fscretly,  that  the  unwary  inhabitants  did  not 
dlfcover  them,  until  they  fired  upon  the  forts; 
and,  not  being  prepared  to  oppofe  them,  were 
obliged  to  furrcnder  themfelves  miferable  cap- 
tives to  barbarous  favages,  who  imnirdiarely 
after  tomahawked  one  man  and  two  v/omen, 
and  loaded  all  the  others  witii  heavy  baggage., 
forcing  them  along  toward  their  towns,  able 
or  unable  to  march.     Such  as  were  weak  and 

faint 
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faint  by  the  way,  they  tomahawked.^  The 
tender  women,  and  helplefs  children  fell  vlc- 
nms  to  their  cruelty.  This,  and  the  favage 
treatment  they  received  afterwards,  is  iliock- 
ing  to  humanity,  and  too  ba.barous  to  relate. 

The  hoftile  difpoiition  of  the  favagts,  and 
their  allies,  caufed  General  Clark,  the  com-, 
niandantat  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  immediately 
to  begin  an  expedition  with  his  own  regiment, 
and  the  armed  force  of  the  country,  againll 
Pecaway,  the  principal  town  of  theShawanefe 
on  a  branch  of  Great  Miami,  which  be  fi- 
niihed  with  great  fuccefs,  took  feventeen. 
fcalps,  and  burnt  the  town  to  afhes,  with  the 
lofs  of  feventeen  men. 

About  this  time  I  returned  to  Kentucky  with 
my  family  ;  and  here  to  avoid  enquiry  int^ 
my  conduct^  the  reader  being  before  informed 
of  my  bringing  my  family  to  Kentucky,  I  am 
urder  the  necefiiry  of  informing  him  that,  du-. 
ring  my  captivity  with  the  Indians, xiv  wife.. 
wlio  dclpaired  of  ever  feeing  me  again,  expcft-- 
ing  the  Indians  had  put  a  period  to  my  life,. 
opprefTed  with  the  diftrefR^s  of  the  eountryjand 
bereaved  of  me,  her  only  happinefs,  had,  be- 
/fore  I  returned,  tranfported  my  family  and 
goodS;  on  horfes,  through  the  wildernefs,  a- 
niidft  a  multitude  of  dangers,  to  her  fathei^s 
houfe  in  North  Carolina. 

Shortly  after  the  troubles  at  Bocnfborough, 
I  went  to  them  and  lived  peaceably  there  un- 
til 
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til  this  time.     The  hiflory  of  my  going  horrie., 
and  returning  with  my  family,   forms  -a  feiies 
of  difficulties,  an  acount  of  which  ^ould  fsvell 
a  Volume,  and  being  foreign  to  my  pirrpofe,   T- 
ihall  purpofely  omit  them. 

I  fettled  my  family  in  Boonfborough  once 
more;  and  fhortly  a'frer,  on  the  fixth  day  of 
Oiiober  1780,  I  went  in  company  with  my 
brother  to  the  Blue  Licks ;  and,  on  our  return' 
home,  we  were  fired  upon  by  a  party  of  Indians. 
They  fliot  him,  and  purfued  me  by  the  fcent 
of  their  dog,  three  miles ;  biiit  I  killed  the  dog, 
and  efcaped.  The  winter  foon  came  on,  and 
was  veryfevere,  which  confined  the  Indians  to' 
their  wigwams. 

The  feverity  of  this  winter  caufed  great  dlf- 
ficulries  in  Kenruc\y.  The  enemy  had  de-" 
ftroyed  mod  of  the  corn  the  fummer  before. 
This  necefTary  article  was  fcarce,  and  dear  ; 
and  the  inhabitants}  lived  chiefly  on  the  flefh 
or  DUTTTuo.  T-??tr-trtr€v.r^m>€C^r%^-n?.ci:y  \vere 
very  lamentable ;- however,  being  a  hardy 
race  of  people,  and  accuftomed  to  difficulties 
and  neceflicies,  they  were  wonderfully  fuppcrt- 
ed  through  all  their  fufferings,  until  the  enfu- 
ing  autumn,  when  we  received  abundance 
from  the  fertile  foil. 

Towards  fpring,  we  were  fi  equently  harafTed 

by  Indians;    and,   in  May,  1782,    a  party  af- 

faulted  Afhton's  Ration,  killed  one  man,   and 

took  a  negro  prifoner.     Capt.   Afliton,  with 

'  '  twen- 
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(twenty-five  men,  purfued,  and  overtook  the 
Xivages,  and  a  fmart  fight  enfued,  which  lafled 
.;two  hours ;  but  they  bein^  Tuperior  in  number, 
.obliged  Captain  Afliton's  party  to  retreat, 
-with  the  lofs  of  eight  men  killed,  and  four 
^.mortally  wounded  ;  their  brave  commander 
a-himfelt  being  numbered  among  the  dead. 
{[  The  Indians  continued  their  hofliiities  ;  and 
^about  the  tenth  of  Augufl  following,  two  boys 
.were  taken  from  Major  Hoy's  flation.  This 
i:party  was  purfued  by  Capt,  Holder  and  feven- 
•teen  men,  who  were  aifo  defeated,  with  the 
Jofs  of  four  men  killed,  and  one  wounded. 
'.Our  affairs  became  more  and  more  alarming. 
>Several  ftations  which  had  lately  been  ereded 
Til  the  country  were  continually  infefled  with 
.favages,  ftealing  their  horfes,  and  killing  the 
.'-men  at  every  opportunity.  In  a  field,  near 
,  Lexington,  an  Indir.n  fhot  a  man,  and  running 
•to  fcalp  him,  was  himfelf  fhot  from  the  fort, 
.and  fell  dead  upon  his  enemy. 

Every  day  we  experienced  recent  mifchiefs. 
,The  barbarous  favage  nations  of  Sbawanefe, 
tCherokees,  Wyandots,  Tawas,  Delawares,  and 
.feveral  others  near  Detroit,  united  in  a  war  a- 
.gainfl  us,  and  afTembled  their  choiceft  warriors 
at  old  Chelicothe,  to  go  on  the  expedition,  in 
order  to  deftroy  us,    and   entirely  depopulate 
the  country.     Their  favage  minds  were  in- 
flamed to  mifchief  by   two  abandoned  men, 
Captains  M'Kee  and  Girty.     Thefe  led  them 

to 
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to  execute  every   diabolical  fchcme;  and,  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  Auguil;,  commanded  a  par- 
ty  of  Indians  and  Canadians,  of  about  live 
hundred  in  number,    againfl   Biiant's  ftarion, 
five  miles  from  Lexington.     Without  demand- 
ing a  furrendcr,    they   furioully  aflaulted  the 
ganifon,   which  was  happily   prepared  to  op^ 
pofe  them ;  and,  after  they  had  expended  much 
ammunition  in  vain,  and  killed  the  cattle  round 
the  fort,   not  being  likely  to  make  themtelves 
-jnafters  of  the  place,  they  raifed  the  liege,  and 
departed  in  the  morniug  of  the  third  day  after 
•they  came,  with  the  lofs  of  about  thirty  killed, 
•and  the  number  of  wounded   uncertain. — Of 
the  garrifon  four  were  killed,  and  three  wound- 
ed. 

On  the  eighteenth  day  Col.  Todd,  Col. 
Trigg,  Major  Harland,  and  myfelf,  fpeedily 
colled;ed  one  hundred  and  feventy-lix  men, 
•well  armed,  and  purfued  the  favages.  They 
had  marched  beyond  the  Blue  Licks  to  a  re- 
markable bend  of  the  main  fork  of  Licking 
River,  about  forty  miles  from  Lexington, 
where  w^e  overtook  them  on  the  nineteenth 
day.  The  /avages  obferving  us,  gave  way; 
and  wc  beirig  ignorant  of  their  numbers,  palled 
the  river.  When  the  enemy  fa w  our  proceed- 
ings, having  greatly  the  advantage  of  us  in  fi- 
tuation,  they  formed  the  line  of  battle,  from 
one  bend  of  Licking  to  the  other,about  amile^ 
from  the  Blue  Licks,     An  exceeding   fierce 

battle 
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■^attk  immediately  began,  for  about  fifrgen 
minutes,  when  we,  being  overpowered  by 
jiumbers,  were  obliged  to  retreat,  with  the  lofs 
of  iixty-ieven  men,  feven  of  whom  were  taken 
,prifoners.  The  brave  and  much  lamented 
;Colonels  Todd  and  Trigg,  Major  Harland, 
:and  my  fecond  fon,  were  among  the  dead. 
-We  were  informed  that  the  Indians,  number- 
ing their  dead,  found  they  had  four  killed  more 
than  we;  and  therefore,  four  of  the  prifoners 
they  had  taken  were,  bj  general  confent,  or- 
dered to  be  killed,  in  a  mofl  barbarous  manner, 
by  the  young  warriors,  in  order  to  train  them 
^np  to  cruelty ;  and  then  they  proceeded  to 
their  towns. 

On  our  retreat  we  were  met  by  Col.  Logan, 
haftening  to  join  us,  with  a  number  of  well 
armed  men.  This  powerful  affiitance  we  un- 
fortunately wanted  in  the  battle  ;  for  notwith- 
iitanding  the  enemy's  fuperiority  in  numbers, 
they  acknov/ledged  that,  if  they  had  received 
one  more  fire  from  us,  they  fhould  undoubt- 
1  edly  have  given  way.  So  valiantly  did  dur 
fmali  party  fight,  that,  to  the  memory  of  thofe 
who  unfortunately  fell  in  the  battle,  enough  of 
honour  cannot  be  paid.  Had  Col.  Logan  and 
his  party  been  with  us,  it  is.  highly  probable 
we  fliould  have  given  the  fa v ages  a  total  de- 
feat. 

G  I 
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I  cannot  refled  upon  this   dreadful  fccnc, 
but  forrow  fills  my  heart.      A  zeal  for  the  de- 
fence ef  their  cQ_untry  led  thefe  heroes  to  the 
fcene  of  adion,  though  with  a  few  men  to  at- 
tnckr  a  powerful  army  of  experienced  warri-, 
ors.     V/hen  we   gave  way,   they  purfued  us| 
with  the  utmoft  eagernefs,  and  in  every  quar- 
ter fpread  deftruaion.     The  river  was  difficult 
to  crofs,   and   many  were  killed  in  the  flight, 
fome  juft  entering  the   river,   fonie  in  the  wa- 
ter others  after  croffing,  in  afcendjng  the  cliffs. 
Some  efcaped  on  horfeback,  a  few  on  foot; 
and,   being  difperfed   every  where  in  a  few 
hours,  brought  the  melancholy  news  of  this 
unfortunate  battle  to  Lexington.     Many  wi- 
dows v.-ere  now  made.     The  reader  may  guefs 
vvhat  forrow  filled   the  hearts  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, exceeding  any  thing  that  I  am  able  to 
defcribe.     Being  reinforced,  we   returned  to 
bury  the  dead  and  found  their  bodies  itrewed 
every  where,    cut  and  mangled  in  a  dreadful 
manner.     This    mournful    fcene   exhibited  a 
horror   almofl   unparalleled  :   Some  torn  and 
eaten  by  wild  beafls  ;  thofe  iii  the  river  eaten 
by  filhes  ;    all  in  fuch  a   putrificd  condhion, 
that  no  one  could  be  diilinguiflied  from  ano- 
ther. 

As  foon  as  General  Clark,  then  at  the  Falis 
of  the  Ohio,  who  was  ever  our  ready  friend, 

and 
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and  merits  the  love   and   gratitude  of  all  his 
countrymen,   underftood  the  clrcumftances  of 
this  unfortunate  adion,  he  ordered  an  expe- 
dition, with  all  poilible   hide,    to  purfue  the 
favagcs,  which  was  fo  expeditioull/  cffcded, 
that  we  -overtook  them  withiii   two  miles   of 
their  towns,  and  probably  might  have  obtained 
a  great  viclory,  ha.l  not  two  of  their  number 
met   us   about  two   hundred   poles  before  vvc: 
came  up. '    Thefs  returned  as  quick  as  lighten- 
ing to  their  camp  with  the  alarming  news  of  a 
mighty  army  in  view.     The  lavages  tied  in 
the"  utmoil  difordcr,   evacuated   their  towns, 
and  reluflantly  left  their  territory  to  our  m.er- 
cy.      We  immediately   took  p^fTellion  of  Old 
Chelicothe,  without  oppofnion,  beincc  delert- 
ed  by   its  inhabitants*      We   continued   our 
pur  fa  it  through  five  towns  on  the  Miami  ri- 
vers, Old  Cheiicothe,  Ptcaway^New  Chelicothc, 
Will's  Towns,  and  Chelicothe,  burnt  them  all 
to  aihes,  entirely  delhoyed  their  corn,  and  o- 
ther  fruiiSj  and  every  where  fpread  a  fcene  of 
defolation  in  the  country,     in  this  expedition 
we  took  feven  prifoners   and  five  fcaips,  with 
the  lofs  of  only  four  men,  two  of  whom  were 
accidentally  killed  by  our  own  army. 

This  campaign  in  fome  meafure  damped  the 
fpirits  of  the  Indinns,.  and  made  them  ieniible 
of  our  fuperiority.  Their  ccnnedions  were 
difTolved,  their  armies  fcattered,  and  a  future 
invaiion  put  entirely  out  of  their  power  ;  yet 

G  2  they 
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they  continued  to  pra6tife  mifcbief  fecretly 
upon  the  inhabitants,  in  the  cxpofed  parts  o£ 
the  country. 

In  Ocl.-  following,  a  party  made  an  excur- 
fion  into  that  diftrid  called  the  Crab  Orchaid,- 
and  one  of  them,  being  advanced  fome  diftance 
before  the  others,  boldly  entered  che  houfe  of 
a  poor  defencelefs  famil}^,  in  which  was  only 
a  negro  man,  a  woman,  and  her  children,  ter- 
rified with  the  appreheniions  of  immediate 
death-.  The  favage,  perceiving,  their  defence- 
lefs lituation,  without  offering  violence  to  the 
family,  attempted  to  captivate  the  negrOy^ 
who  happily  proved  an  over-match  for  him, 
threw  him  on  the  ground,  and,  in  the  llruggle,- 
the  nioiher  of  the  children  drew  an  axe  fronr 
a  comer  of  the  cottage,  and  cut  his  head  off, 
while  her  little  daughter  (hut  the  door.  The 
favages  inltantly  appeared,  and  applied  their 
tomakawlvs  to  the  door.  An  old  ruily  gun- 
barrel,  without  a  lock,  lay  in  a  corner,  which 
the  mother  put  through  a  fmall  crevice,  and 
the  favages,  perceiving  it,  fled.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  alarm  fprcad  through  the  neighbour- 
hood'; the  armed  men  collefted  immediately,., 
and  piirfued  the  ravagers  i:nto  the  wildernefs. 
Thus  Providence,  by  the  means  of  this  negro,, 
faved  the  whole  of  the  poor  family  from  de- 
flruclion.  From  that  time,  until  the  happy 
return  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  the  Indians  did  us  no  mifchief. 

Find- 
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Finding  txhe  great  king  beyond  the  water  dif- 
appointed  in  his  expedations,  and  confcious 
of  the  importance  of  the  Long  Knife,  and 
their  own  wretchednefs,  fome  of  the  nations 
immediately  defu'ed  peace  ;  to  which,  at  pre- 
fent,  ihey  feem  univerfally  difpofed,  and  are 
hndiag  ambailadors  to  General  Clark,  at  the 
Falls  of  the  Ohio,  with  the  minutes  of  their 
Councils ;  a  fpecimen  of  which,  in  the  minutes 
of  the  Fiankafhaw  Council,  is  fubjoined. 

To  conclude,  I  can  now  fay  that  I  have  ve- 
rified the  f  lying  of  an  old  Indian  who  iigned 
CoL  Henderfon's  deed.  Taking  me  by  the 
hand,  at  the  delivery  thereof,  Brother,  fays  he, 
we  have  given  you  a  fine  land,  but  1  believe 
you  v/ili  have  much  trouble  in  fettling  it.—' 
My  footfleps  have  onen  been  marked  v;ith 
blood,  and" therefore  I  can  truly  iubfcribe  to 
i:s  original  name.  Two  darung  fons,  and  a 
brorher,  have  I  I  il  by  favage  hands,  which 
have  alfo  taken  from  me  foriy'valuable  horfes, 
and  abundance  of  cattle.  Many  dark  and 
'fieepiefs  nights  have  i  been  a  companion  for 
owls,  fep;iraied  from  the  cheerful  fociety  of 
men,  fcoiched  by  the  fummcf  s  fun,  and  pinch- 
ed by  the  winte/s  cold,  an  infirument  ordain- 
cd  to  fettle  the  w^ildernefs.  But  now  the  fcene 
is'  changed;  peace  crowns  the  fylvan  ihade. 

What  thanks,  what   ardent    and   ceafelefs 

thanks  are  due  to  that  ali-fuperintending  Fro* 

vidence  which   has    turned 'a   cruel  war  ii^^ 
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peace,  brought  order  out  of  confufion,  made- 
the  fierce  favages  placid,  and  turned  away  their 
hoflile  weapons  from  our  country  !  May  the 
fame  Almighty  Goodnefs  banifh  the  accurfed 
monfter,  war,  from  all  lands,  with  her  hated 
affociates,  rapine  and  infatiable  ambition  '.. 
Let  peace,  defcending  from  her  native  heaven, 
bid  her  olives  fpring  amidfl  the  joyful  nations; 
and  plenty,  in  league  with  commerce,  fcatter 
bleffings  from  her  copious  hand  I 

This  account  of  my  adventures  will  inform 
the  reader   of  the  mod:  remarkable  events  oB 
this  country. — I  now  live  in  peace  and  fafety, 
enjoying  the  fweets  of  liberty,  and  the  boun- 
ties of  Providence,  with  my  once  fellow-fuffer^ 
ers,  in   this  delightful  country,  which  I  have 
feen  purchafed  v/irh  a  vafl  expence  of  blood 
and  treafure,  delighting  in  the  profped  of  its 
being,  in  a  fnort  time,  one  of  the  moll:  opulent 
and  powerful  rtates  on  the  continent  of  North: 
America  ;  which,  with  the  love  and  gratitude 
of  my  countrymen,    I    cfleem  a  fufficient  re^ 
ward  for  all  my  toil  and  dangers. 

DANIEL  BOON. 

Fayette  county,  Kentuckj. 


PIANKASHAW  COUNCIL 


i>;  ^  CouNci  L  held  with  the  Piankajhaw  Indians 
by  Thomas  J.  Dalton,  at  Foji  St.  l^in- 
cent's,  April  15,  1784.. 

My  Children-,. 

WHAT  I  tiave  often  told  you,  is  now 
come  to  pafs.  This  day  I  received 
news  from  my  Great  Chief,  at  the  falls  of  O- 
hio.  Peace  is  made  with  the  enemies  of  A- 
irierica.  The  White  Flefh,  the  Americans, 
French,  Spaniards,.  Dutch,  and  EngliHi,  this 
day  fmoke  out  of  the  peace-pipe.  The  toma- 
hawk is  buried,  and  they  are  now  friends. 

I  am  told  the  Shawaneie,  D:^lawares,  Chica- 
faws,  Cherokees,  and  ail  other  the  Red  Flefh, 
have  taken  the  Long  Knife  by  the  hand.  They 
have  given  up  to  them  the  prifoners  that  were- 
in  their  nations. 

My  Children  on  IVaha/Jj, 

Open  your  ears,  and  let  what  I  tell  you  fink 

deep  in  your  hearts.     You  know  me.     Near 

twenty  years  1   have  been  among  you.     The 

Long  Knife  is  mj  nation.     1  know  their 

hearts  j 
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hearts;  peace  they  carry  in  one  hand^  and  war 
in  the  other, 

I  leave  you  to  yourfelves  to  judge.  Confider,, 
and  now  accept  the  one,  or  the  other:     XVe 
never  beg  peace  of  oar  enemies.     If  you  love 
your  woaien  and  children,  receivvi  the  belt  of 
wampun  I  prefent  you.     Return  nie  my  fiefli 
you  have  in  your  villages,  and  the  horfes  you 
Hole  from   my  people    at  Kentucky.     Your 
corn  fields  were  never  difturbed  by  the  Long, 
Knife.     Your  women  and  children  lived  quiet 
in  their  hoafes,  while  your  warriors  were  kill-- 
rng  and   robbing   my   people.     All    this    you' 
know  is  the  truth.     This   is    the   laft  time    I 
fhall  fpcak  to  you.     I-  have  waited  fix  moons 
to  hear  you  fpeak,  and  to  !T;et  my  peopls  from 
you.     In  ten  nights  I  ihall  leave  the  Wabalh 
to   fee   my  great  Chief  at  the  Fails  of  Ohio,- 
where  he  will  be  glad  to  hear;  from  your  owA^ 
lips,  wbat  you  have  to  fay.     Here  is  tobacco  I 
give  you:   Smoke;   and  confider  what  I  have 
faid. — Then   I   delivered  one  belt  of  bhie  and 
white  waiupum;  and  faid,  Piankafhaw,  fpeak, 
fpeak  to  the  Americans; 

Then  the  Piankafhaw  Chief  anfwered  ; 

My  Great  Father,  the  Long  Knife ^ 
You  have  been,  many  years  among  us.  You* 
have  faffercd  by  us.  We  fliil  hope  you  will 
have  pity  and  compafiion  upon  us,  on  our  wo- 
men and  children  ;  the-  day  is  clear.  The  fun 
'  fliines 


ffilncs  on  us ;  and  the  good  news  of  a  peace 
appears  in  our  faces.  This  day,  my  Father, 
rhis  is  the  d:\y  ot  joy  to  the  Wdbafli'  Indians. 
With  one  tongue  we  n*ow  fpeak. 

We  accept  your  peace-belt.  We  return 
God  thanks,  you  are  the  man  that  delivered 
us,  what  we  long  wilhed  for,  peace  with  the 
White  Flefh.  My  Father,  we  have  many  times 
counfelled  before  you  knew  us  -,  and  you  know 
how  fome  of  us  fuffered  before. 

We  received  the  tomahawk  from  the  En- 
glifh :  poverty  forced  us  to  it :  we  were  attend* 
ed  by  other  nations:  we  are  forry  for  it:  we 
this  diiy  collcdl  the  bones  of  our  friends  that 
Jong  ago  were  fcattered  upon  the  earth.  We 
bury  them  in  one  grave.  We  thus  plant  the 
tree  of  peace,  that  God  may  fpread  branches; 
fo  that  wc  can- all  be  fecured  from  bad  weather. 
They  fmoke  as  brothers  out  of  the  peace-pipe 
we  now  prefent  you.  Here,  My  Father,  is 
the  pipe  that  gives  us  joy.  Smoke  out  of  it. 
Our  vvarriors  are  glad  you  are  the  man  we  pre- 
fent it  to.  You  fee.  Father,  we  have  buried 
the  tomakawk :  we  nc  w  make  a  great  chain  of 
friendfhip  never  to  be  broken  ;  and  now,  as 
one  people,  fmoke  out  of  your  pipe.  My  Fa-- 
ther,  we  know  God  was  angry  with  us  for 
flealing  your  horfcs,  and  didurbing  your  peo-' 
pie.  He  has  fent  us  fo  much  fnow  and  cold 
weather,  that  God  himfeif  killed  all  your 
horfesj  with  our  own. 

^       We 
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We  are  now  a  poor  people.  God,  we  hopej^- 
will  help  us ;  and  oar  Father,  the  Long  Knife, 
W-ili  have  pity  and  compaiTion  on  our  women - 
and  children.  You:  fieih,  my  Father,  is  well" 
that  is  among  us  ;  we  (hali  collccl  then  altoge- 
ther when  they  ccaie  in  from  hunting.  DonV 
be  forry,  my  Father,  ail  the  prifoners  taken  at-- 
Kentucky  are  alive  and  well  ;  we  love  themj/* 
and  fo  do  our  young  women. 

S  jnie  of  your  people  mend  our  guns,  and  o-' 
thers  tell    us  they  can   make  rum  of  the  cjrn. 
Thofe  are  now  the  fame  as  we.     In  one  moon; 
afier  this,  we  will  go  with  them  to  their  friends  I 
at  Kentucky,     Some  of  your  people  will  now 
go  with  Coileaj-a  Chief  of  our  nation,  to  fee 
his  Great  Father,  the  L-ong  Knife >„ at  the  Falls^ 
ef  Ohiov 

My  Faiher^  ._ 

This  being  the  d-^y  of  joy  to  the  Wabafh  In-^ 
dians,  we  beg  a  little  drop  of  your  milk,  to  let^ 
our  w^ariiors  fee  it  Crime  from  your  own  b.eaH:.- 
We  were  born  and  raifcd  in  the  woods;  we- 
could  never  learn  to  make  rum — God  has 
m.ikc  the  White  Fleib  makers  of  the  world  ;- 
they  make  every  tiling;  and  Vv'C  all  love  rum- 
Then  they  delivered  three  ilrings  of  blue 
and  white  wampaui;  and  the  coronet  cf-peace.- 
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PRESENT  in  C  O  U  N  C I  L, 

MUSKIATO,  AnTIA, 

Capt.  Beaver,  JMontuur, 

WooDEs  &  Burning,  Casfia 

Badtripes,  Grand  Court, 

With  many  other  Chiefs,  and  War  Cap- 
tains, and  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  Poft 
of  St.  Vincents, 
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Of  th£  INDIANS. 


WE  have  an  acount  of  twenty  eight  dif- 
ferent nations  ©f  Indians,  Eaftward  of 
the  Miffiffippi.'— Their  fituadon  is  as  follows. 

The  Cherokee  Indians  are  neareft  to  Ken- 
tucky, Hving  upon  the  Tenafee  River,  near  the 
mouth  of  Clench,  Holftein,  Nolachuke,  and 
French  Broad  Rivers,  which  form  the  Tenafee 
or  Cbeiokee  River,  in  the  interior  parts  of 
North  Carolina,  two  hundred  miles  from 
Kentucky. 

The  Chicamawges  Vwes  about  ninety  miles 
down  the  Tenafee  from  the  Cherokees,  at  a 
place  called  Chicamawgee^  which  in  our  lan- 
guage fignifics  a  bcilmg  pot,  there  being  a 
whirlpool  in  the  river  dangerous  for  boats. 
The  Dragomonough,  aChief  of  the  Cherokees, 
with  fixty  more,  broke  off  from  that  nations 
and  formed  this  tribe,  which  is  called  by  the 
name  of  the  WhirlpooL 

The  Cheegces  and  Middle- Settlement  Indi- 
ans, are  fettled  about  fifty  and  eighty  miles 
South  of  the  Cherokee. — Thefe  four  tribes 
fpeak  one  language,  being  defcended  from  the 
Cherokees. 

The 
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The  Chicafaws  inhabit  about  one  hundred 
miles  N.  W.  from  our  ft^ttlement  at  French 
Lick,  on  Cutnberland  River,  on  the  he.ids  of 
a  river  called  Tombeche,  which  runs  into  Mo- 
bile Bay. 

The  Chidaw  nation  are  eighty  miles  from 
the  Chicafaws,  down  the  fame  river. 

The  Creek  Indians  live  about  one  hundred 
and  fixty  miles  South  of  the  ChacT:aws,  on  the 
Apalache  River,  which  runs  into  the  Gulph 
of  Mexico,  fome  little  diflance  Eafl  of  Mobile 
B-iy. 

The  Uchees  Indians  occupy  four  different 
places  of  refidence,  at  the  head  of  St.  John's, 
the  Fork  of  St.  Mary's,  the  head  of  Cannu- 
chee,  and  the  head  of  St.  Tillis,  Thefe  rivers 
rife  on  the  borders  of  Georgia,  and  run  fepa- 
rately  into  the  ocean. 

The  Catauba  Indians  are  fettled  in  North- 
Carolina,  about  two  hundred  miles  diilaac 
from  Charges-town,  in  S.  Carolina. 

The  tribes  to  the  weftward  of  Ohio  River 
are  the  Deiawares,  living  upon  the  Muikinguin 
River,  which  runs  into  the  Ohio  one  hundred 
and  eighty-feven  miles  above  Sciotha,  on  the 
N.  W.  fide. 

The  Mingo  nation  lives  upon  a  N.  W. 
branch  of  Sciotha  River,  as  is  reprefented  in 
the  map. 

The  Wyandotts  pofTefs  the  banks  of  a  river 

called  Sanduiky,  which  heads  and  interlocks 

H  VYilh 
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with  Sciotha,  and,  running  in  a  contrary  di^ 
re£lii>n  N.  W.  for  a  great  diftance,  falls  into 
Lake  Erie. 

The  Six  nations  are  fettled  upon  waters 
running  in  to  Lake  Ontario,  that  head  in  tfee 
mountain,  from  whence  the  Ohio  and  Sufqae- 
hannah  rivers  rife. 

The  Shawanefe  Indians  occupy  five  towns 
on  the  waters  of  Little  and  Great  Miami,  as 
appears  in  the  map. 

The  Gibbaways  are  fixed  on  the  eafl  fide  of 
Detroit  River,  and  oppofite  the  fort  of  that 
name.  This  river  runs  out  of  Lake  Huron 
into  Lake  Erie,  is  thirty-fix  miles  in  lengtli, 
and  the  fort  (lands  on  the  'Weft  fide,  half  way 
betwixt  thefe  lakes. 

The  Hurons  live  fix  miles  frojraithe  Gibba- 
ways, towards  Lake  Huron,  and  on  the  fan?e 
fide  of  the. river. 

The  Tawaws  are  found  eighteen  miles  up 
the  Mawmee  ox  Omee  River,  which  runs  in- 
to Lake  Erie.   ' 

There  is  a  fmall  tribe  of  Tawas  fettled  at, a 
place  called  the  Rapids,  fome  diftance  higher 
up  the  river  than  the  former. 

The  Mawmee  Indians  live  two  hundred  and 
forty  miles  up  this  river,  at  a  place  called  Ro- 
fedebeau. 

The  Piankafhaws  refide  about  one  hundred 
and  fixty  miles  up  Wabafli  River:— 

The 
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The  Verriillicn  Indians  about  lixty  nu'Ies 
higher; — and  the  Wyv^htinavvs  about  thirty 
miles  ilili  further  up  the  fame  river. 

The  Wabafh  heads  and  interlocks  with 
Mawniee,  and  runs  a  contr-^ry  direftion  into 
Qhio,  three  hundred  and  eighteen  miles  below 
the  Falls. 

The  Long-ifle'  or  lile-River  Indians  live  on  ' 
Ifle,   or   white  River,    which  runs  into   Wa- 
balli. 

The  Kickapoos  are  fixed  on  'a  branch  of 
Mawmee  River  above  the  Long-iile  Indians. 

The  Ozaw  Nation,  lives  on  the  Ozavv  Ri- 
ver, which  runs  into  Miffiffippi  : 

And  the  Kakafey  Nation,  on  the  Miffiffip^ 
pi,  two  hundred  miles  above  the  Ozaws. 

The  lllinK>is  Indians  inhabit  upon  the  Illi- 
nois River,  which  falls  into  the  Miffiffippi ; — 

And  the  Pouta'wattamies  near  St.  Jofepli's, 
a  town  on  the  bra;ich  of  the  Illinois. 

The  Siaux  and  Renards,  are  neighbours  to 
the  fort  of  rvlichillimackanac,  on  Lake  Michi- 
gan. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  part  <y^  th-e  Nations 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  Al- 
lowing about  feven  hundred  to  a  nation  or 
tribe,  they  will  contain,  in  all,  twenty  thou- 
fcind  fouls,  and  confequently  may  furniili  be- 
tween four  and  five  thouiimd  warriors. 

The 
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The  fpccularicns  of  curious  idlcnefs  have 
framed  many  f>ilems  to  account  for  the  p:.pa- 
lation  of  this  imnienfe  continent.  There  is 
icarce  a  people  in  the  old  world  which  has  not 
had  its  advocates;  and  there  have  not  beeii 
wanting  fome,  v^d^o,  defpairing  to  loofcn,  have 
cut  the  knot,  by  fuppoling  that  the  pov/er 
v/hich  furnifhed  America  with  plants,  has  in 
the  fame  manner  fupplied  it  with  men  ;  or  at 
lead, that  a  remnant  m  this  continent  was  fay- 
ed from  ihe  univerfal  deluge,  as  well  as  in  the 
oiher.  As  this  fubjecl  is  rather  curious  than 
i;feful,  and,  in  its  very  nature,  docs  not  admit 
of  certainty,  every  thing  that  pafied  in  Ame* 
rica  before  the  arrival  of  the  Europeans  being 
plunged  in  Cimmerian  darknefs,  except  thofa 
liitle  traditional  records,  which  diffufe  a  glim- 
mering light  on  the  two  empires  of  Mexico 
and  Peru,  for  about  tVv^o  hundred  years  at  moil 
before  that  period,  we  fnall  only  flightly  touch 
on  that  fubje£l ;  chiefly  for  the  fake  of  taking 
notice  of  fome  modem  difcoverics  Vv'hich 
feem  to  ftrengthen  the  probability  of  fome 
former  theories.  The  great  fimilarity,  or  ra- 
ther identity,  of  the  perfons  and  manners  of 
the  Aniericans,  and  thofe  of  the  Tartars  of  the 
N.  Eaftern  parts  of  Afia,  together  with  a  pre- 
fumption,  which  has  long  pofTeffed  the  learn- 
ed, that  Afia  and  America  were  united,  or  at 
leaCt  leparared  only  by  a  narrow  fea,  has  incli- 
ned the  more  reflecling  part  of  mankind  to  the 
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Opinion,  that  the  true  origin  of  the  Indians  is 
from  this  quarter.  The  inimenfe  feas,  which 
feparate  two  continents  on  every  other  fide, 
render  it  highly  improbable  that  any  colonies 
could  ever  have  been  fent  acrofs  them  before 
the  difcovery  of  the  magnetical  compafs.  The 
ingenious  Mr.  Buffon  too  has  remarked,  and 
thd  obftrvation  appears  to  be  jull:.  that  there 
are  no  animals  inhabiting  in  common  the  two^ 
continents,  but  fuch  (is  can  bear  the  colds  of 
the  North.  Thus  there  are  no  elephants,  no 
lions,  no  tigers,  no  camels  in  America ;  but 
bears,  wolves^  deer,  and  elks  in  abundance, 
ablblutely  the  fame  in  both  hemifpheres.  This 
]]ypotheii<=5  which  has  been  gaining  ground 
ever  fmce  its  firft  appearance  in  the  world  is 
now  '  reduced  ahnoll  to  a  certainty  by 
the  -late     difcoveries     of  Capf.   Cook.  ^  ^ 

That  illuftrious,  but  unfortunate  naviga- 
tor, in  his  lafl  voyage,  penetrared  for  a 
confiderable  diilanceinto  the  faait  which  di- 
vides Afi  a' from' A  menGa,'wdiich  is  only  fx 
leagues  wide  at  its  mouth  ;  and  therefore  eafily 
practicable  for  canoes.  We  may  now  thei'e- 
fore  conclude,  that  no  farther  enquiry  will  e- 
ver  be  made  into  the  general  origin  of  tpe  A- 
n;e:rcan  tribe's.    - 

Yet  after  all  it  is  far  from  being  imiprobabl^ 
that  various  nations,  by  fhipv/reck,  or  other- 
wife,  may  have  contributed,  in  fome  degree, 
to  the  population  of  this  continent.  '  The  Car- 
thaginians,, who  had  many  fettlements  on  tha 
H  3  -^  -  coall 
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coafl  of  Africa,  beyond  the  S^raits  of  Gibral- 
ter,  and  puilied  their  difcovcries  as  far  as  where 
the  two  continents   in   that   quarter  approach 
each  other  the  neareft,  may  probably  have  been 
thrown    by  tempefts   on   the   American xoafl, 
and  the  companies  of  the  veifels  finding  it  im- 
practicable  to  return,    may   have  incorporated 
with  the   former  inhabitants,  or  have  formed 
new  fettlemenis,  which,  from  want  of  the  ne- 
ceiiliry    inftruments  to    exercife    the  arts  they 
were  acquainted    with,    would  naturally  de- 
generate  into    barbarity.     There   are  indeed 
fome  ancient  writers,  who  give  us   reafon    to 
fuppofe,   that    there  were    colonics  regularly 
formed  by  that  nation  in   America,  and  that 
the  communication,  after  haying  continued  for 
fome  time,  was  (lopped  by  order  of  the  StatCi. 
But  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  any  people, 
edabliilied  with  all  thofe  neceilaries  proper  for 
their  ficuation,    fliould  ever  degenerate,  from 
fo  high  a  dcgrte  of  cultivaticn  as  the  Cartha-. 
ginians  poffeiTed,   to  a  total  ignorance  even  of 
the  moft  neceifary  arcs  :  and  therefore  it  feems,. 
probable,  that  if  the  nation  ever  had  liich  co- 
lonies,   they  mild   have   been  cut   off  by  the 
native^,  and  every  vedige  of  them  drflroyed. 

About  the  ninth  and  tenth  centuries,  the 
Danes  w^ere  the  greatefl  navigators  in  the  u- 
niverfe.  They  difcovered  and  fettled  Iceland  ; 
and  from  thence,  in  964,  planted  a  colony  in 
"Greenland.    The  ancient  Icelandic  chronicles, 
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as  reported  by  M.  Mallet,  contain  an  account 
of  fome  Icelanders,  who,  in  theclofe  of  an  un- 
fuccefsful  war,  fled  to  Greenland,  and  from 
thence  VvTeftward 5  to  a  country  covered  with 
vines,  which  from  thence  they  called  Vin- 
land. 

The  adventurers  returned  home,  and  con- 
duced a  colony  to  their  ncv/  difcoverj  ;  but 
dipt  111  ban  CCS  anfing  in  Denmark,  all  commu- 
nication with  Greenland,  as  well  as  Vinland, 
ceafed  ;  and  thofe  countries  remained  unknov^n 
to  the  refl  of  the  world  for  f^veral  ages.  The 
remains  of  this  colony  are  probably  to  be 
found  on  the  coafi;  of  Labrador,  in  the  nation 
of  the  Efqiiimaux.  The  culour  of  their  ildns, 
their  haiiy  bodies  and  buihy  beards,  not  to 
mention  the  difference  of  manners,  mark  aa 
oiigin  totally  diltina  from  that  of  the  other 
Indians. 

In  the  year  1170,  Madoc,  fon  of  Owen 
Gwymiedh,  Prin^ce  of  Wales,  diffatisfied  with 
the  fituation  of  affairs  at  home,  left  his  country 
as  related  by  the  Welih  h Ttorians,  in  quefl  of 
new  feitlcments,  and  leaving  Ireland  to  the 
North, proceeded  Weft  till  he  difcovered  a  fer- 
tile country  ;  where,  leaving  a  colony,  he  re- 
turned, and  perfuading  many  of  his  coun^rv- 
men  to  j-in  him,  pulLto  lea  with  tea  fliips,  and 
was  never  more  heard  of. 

Ihls  account  has  at  feveral  times  drawn  the 
attention  of  the  v/orld;  but  as  no  veiliges  of 
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them  had  then  been  found,  it  was  concluded, 
perhaps  too  ralhlj,  to  be  a  fable,  or  at  leaf!:, 
that  no  remains  of  the  colony  erifted.  Of  late 
years,  however,  the  Wertern  fettiers  have  re- 
ceived frequent  accounts  of  a  nation,  inhabit- 
ing at  a  great  diftance  up  the  MilTouri,  in  man- 
ners and  appearance  refembling  the  other  In- 
dians, but  fpcaking  Welch,  and  retaining  fome 
ceremonies  of  the  Chriilian  woriliip ;  and  at 
length  this  is  univerfaliy  believed  tiiere  to  be 
a  fad. 

Captain  Abraham  Chaplain,  of  Kentucky, 
a  gentleman  whofe  varacity  may  be  entirely 
depended  upon  alTured  the  author,  that  in  the 
late  war,  being  with  his  company  in  gairifon 
at  Knikaf^y,  feme  Indians  came  there,  and, 
fpeaking  in  the  Vv^elch  diah-pi:,  were  perfectly 
underftood  and  converfed  v/ith  by  two  Welch- 
men  in  his  company,  and  that  iliey  informed 
them  of  the  fituadun  of  their  nation  as  menu- 
one  d  above. 

The  author  is  fenfibleof  the  ridicule  which 
the  vain  and  the  petulent  may  attempt  to 
throw  on  this  account;  but  as  truth  only  h:i.s 
guided  his  pen.j  he  is  regardlefs  of  the  confe- 
qacnccs,  and  flatters  himfeif,  that,  by  calling 
the  attention  of  mankind  once  more  to  this 
Tubjed,  he  may  be  the  means  of  procuring  a 
more  accurate  enquiry  into  its  truth,  which,  if 
it  (hould  even  refute  the  (lory  of  the  Welch, 
will   at   lenll;  perform  the  important  fervice  to 

the 
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the  world,  of  promoting  a  more  accurate  dif- 
covery  of  this  immenfe  continent. 

There  arc  feveral  ancient  remains  in  Ken- 
tucky, which  feem  to  prove,  that  this  country 
was  formerly  inhabited  by  a  nation  farther 
advanced  in  the  arts  of  life  than  the  Indians. 
Thefe  are  there  uRially  attributed  to  the 
Welch,  who  are  fuppofed  to- have  formerly  in- 
habited here  ;  but  having  been  expelled  by  the 
natives,  v/ere  forced  to  take  refuge  near  the 
fources  of  the  MiiTouri. 

It  is  v/ell  known,  that  no  Indian  nation  has 
ever  pradifed  the  method  of  defending  them- 
felves  by  entrenchments ;  and  fuch  a  work 
would  even  be  no  eafy  one,  while  thefe  nati- 
ons were  unacquainted  with  the  ufe  of  iron. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Lexington,  the  re- 
mains of  two  ancient  fortifications  are  to  be 
feen,  furnilhed  with  ditches  and  baP»:ions.  One 
of  thefe  contain  about  fix  acres  of  land,  and 
the  other  nearly  three.  They  are  now  over- 
grown with  trees,  which,  by  the  number  of 
circies  in  the  wood,  appear  to  be  not  kfs  than 
one  hundred  2nd  fixty  years  old.  Pieces  of 
earthen  veffcls  have  alfo  been  plowed  up  near 
Lexington,  a  manufuSure  with  which  the  In- 
dians were  never  acqaainred. 

The  burying  grounds,  which  were  mentioned 
above,  under  the  head  of  Curiofities,  form  an- 
other (Irong  argument  that  this  country  wms. 
formerly  inhabited  by  a  people  different  fro n\ 

the 
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the  prefent  Indians.     Although    they'donbr- 
dlfeover  any  marks  of  extraordinary  art  in  the  ~ 
flr*ti6lure,  yet,  as  many  nations  are  particularly 
tenacious  of  their  ancient  cuftoms,  it  may  per-  - 
haps  be  w^^rthy  of  enquiry,  whether  thefe  re-  - 
pofitories  of  the  dead  do  not  bear  a  coniider-  • 
able  refemblance   to   the    ancient  Britifh   re- 
mains.      Some    buildings,   attributed   to  the ' 
Pi<^s,  are  mentioned  by  the  Scottifli  antiqua- 
ries, v/hich,  if  the  author  miilakes  not,    are^ 
formed  nearly  in  the  faii^e  manner.      Let  it  be  J 
enough  for  him  to  paint  out  the  road,  and  ha- 
zard fome  uncertain- conjetlures.     The  day  is'^ 
nor  far  diftant,  when  the  fartheft   receifes   of . 
this  continent  will    be  explored,  and  the  ac- 
counts  of  the   Welch  efrablifhed  beyond  the  > 
poffibility  of  a  doubt,^  or  coniigned  to  that  ob- 
livion whicli  has  already  received  fo  many  fup- 
p^^fidons  founded  on.  arguments  as  plaufiblc  as. 
thefe:,  . 


PERSONS   AND   HABITS, 

THE  Indians  are  not  born  white  ;  and  takc^ 
a  great  deal  of  pains  to  darken  their  complex- 1 
1  )n,  by  anointing  themfelves  with  greafe,  and 
lying  in  the  fun.  They  alio  paint  their  faces, 
breads  and /haulders,  of  various- celours,  but 
generally  red  ;  and  their  features  are  well  form- 
^d,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  v/omen.     They  are 

of 


E-9S     ] 

of  a  middle  ftafure,  ihcir  limbs  clean  and 
ritraight,  :ind  fcarceiy  any  c  ooked  or  dcform- 
.ed  peifon  is  to  be  found  among  thein.  In 
many  parts  of  their  bodifs  they  prick  in  gun- 
powder  in  very  pretty. figures.  They  (have, 
or  pluck  the  hair  off  their  heads,  except  a 
patch  about  the  crown,  which  is  ornamented 
with  beautiful  feathers,  beads,  wampum,  and 
fuch  like  baubles.  Their  ears  are  pared,  and 
ilfetched  in  a  thong  down  to  their  fh  )uiders. 
They  are  wound  round  with  wire  to  expand 
them,  and  adorned  with  lilver  pendants,  iings, 
,and  bells,  which  they  likewife  wear  in  their 
nofes.  Some  of  them  will  have  a  large  fea- 
ther through  the  cartilage  of  thenofe;  and 
thofe  who  can  afford  it,  w.ear  a  collar  of  wam- 
pum, a  filver  breaftplate,  and  bracelets,  on  the 
arms  and  wrife  A  bit  of  cloth  about  the 
middle,  a  fliirt  of  theEnglifh  make,  on  which 
.they  bellow  innumerable  broaches  to  adorn  it, 
a  fort  of  cloth  boats  and  mockafons,  which  are 
fhoes  of  a  make  peculiar  to  the  Indians,  orna- 
mented with  porcupine  quills,  with  a  blanket 
or  match -coat  thrown  over,  all,  completes  their 
drefs  at  home ;  but  when  they  go  to  war,  they 
leave  their  trinkets  behind,  and  mere  necella- 
ries  ferve  them.  There  is  little  difference  be- 
tween the  dtefs  of  men  and  women,  except- 
ing that  a  fhort  Petticoat,  and  the  hair  which 
is  exceeding  black,  and  long,  clubbed  behind,  . 
xliflinguifli  fome  of  the  latter.     Except  the 
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head  and  eye-brows,  they  pluck  the  hair,  with 
great  diligence,  from  all  parts  of  the  body,  ef- 
pecially  the  loofer  part  of  the  fex. 

Their  warlike  arms,  are  guns,  bows,  and 
arrows,  darts,  fcilping-knivcs  and  tomahawks, 
This  is  one  of  the  mofl:  ufeful  pit^ces  of  field* 
furniture,  ferving  all  the  offices  of  the  hatchet, 
pipe,  and  fword.  They  are  exceeding  expert 
in  throwing  it,  and  will  kill  at  a  confiderable 
diftance.  The  world  iias  no  better  marks- 
inen,  with  any  weapon.  They  will  kill  birds 
flying,  fifhes  fwimming,  and  wild  beads  run- 
ning. 


GENIUS.      • 

THE  Indians  are  not  To  ignorant  as  fome 
fuppofe  them,  but  are  a  very  underilanding 
people,  quick  of  apprehenfion,  fudden  in  exe- 
cution, fubile  in  bufmefs,  exquifite  in  inven- 
tion, and  induftrious  in  a£lion.  They  are  of 
a  very  gentk  and  am.iable  difpoiition  to  thofe 
they  think  their  friends,  bu4:  as  implacable  in 
their  enmity  ;  their  revenge  being  only  com- 
pleted in  the  entire  deftrudlion  of  their  ene- 
n)ics.  \  hey  are  very  hardy,  bearing  heat, 
cold,  hunger,  and  thirft,  in  a  furprifing  man- 
ner, and  yet  no  people  are  more  addided  to 
excefs  in  eating  and  drinking,  when  it  is  con- 
veniently 
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Ten'ently  in  their  power.  The  follies,  my 
i^iifchieF,  rhev  conimit  when  inebriated,  are 
||i.uirely  laid  to  the  liquor ;  and  no  one  will  re* 
^enge  any  injury  (murder  excepted)  received 
from  one  who  is  no  more  himfelf.  Among 
the  Indians  all  men  are  equal,  perfonal  quali- 
ties being  moft  eileemed.  No  diftinciicn  of 
birth,  no  rank,  renders  any  man  capable  of 
doing  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  private  per- 
fons ;  and  there  is  no  pre-eminence  from  merit, 
which  begets  pride,  and  which  makes  others 
too  fenfible  of  their  owm  inferiority.  Though 
there  is  perhaps  lefs  delicacy  of  fentiment  in 
the  Indians  than  amongft  us  ;  there  is,  how- 
•ever,  abundantly  more  probity,  with  infinitely 
lefs  ceremony,  or  equivocal  compliments. — 
Their  public  conferences  fliew  them  to  be 
men  of  genius,  and  they  have,  in  a  high  de- 
gree, the  talent  of  natural  elcquence. 

They  live  difperfed  in  fmall  villages,  either 
in  the  woods,  or  on  the  banks  of  rivers,  where 
they  have  little  plantrtions  of  Indian  corn,  and 
roots,  not  enough  to  fupply  their  families  half 
the  year,  and  fubf  fting  the  remainder  of  it  by 
hunting,  hihing  and  fowling,  and  the  fruits  of 
the  earth,  which  grow  fpontaneoully  in  great 
plenty. 

Their  huts  are  generally  built  of  fmall  logs, 
and  covered  with  bark,  each  one  having  a 
chimney,  and  a  door,  on  which  they  place  a 
padlock. 

I  OM 
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Old  Chelicoihe   is  built  in  form  of  a  Ken- 
tucky ftation,  that  is,  a  parallelogram,  or  long 
fquare;  and  feme  of  iheir  houfes  are  fhingle|ji| 
A     long   Council-houfe    extends    the   who^^ 
length  of  the  town,  where  the  king  and  chiefs 
of  the  nation  frequently  meet,  aiid  confult  of 
all  matters  of  importance,  whether  of  a  civil  or 
military  nature. 

Some  huts  are  built  by  fetting  up  a  frame 
on  forks,  and  placing  bark  againft  it  ;  others 
of  reeds,  and  furrounded  with  clay.  The  fire 
is  in  the  middle  of  the  wigwam,  and  the 
imoke  pailes  through  a  little  hole.  They 
join  reeds  together  by  cords  run  through 
them,  which  ferve  them  for  tables  and  beds.— 
They  moftly  lie  upon  ikins  of  wild  beafls,  and 
lit  on  the  ground.  They  have  brafs  kettles 
and  pots  to  boil  their  food  ;  gourds  or  cala- 
bafhes,  cut  afunder,  ferve  them  for  pails,  cups, 
•and  diilies. 


RELIGION. 

THE  accounts  of  travellers,  concerning 
their  religion,  are  various  ;  and  although  it 
cannot  be  abfolutely  affirmed  that  they  have 
non^,  yet  ic  mufl  Be  ccnfeiTed  very  difficulc 
to  define  what  it  is.  All  agree  that  they  ac- 
knowledge one  Supreme    God,    but  do   not 
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'a<3ore  him.  They  have  not  feen  hiin,  they  do 
not  know  hirn,  believing  him  to  be  too  far 
exaked  above  rhern,  and  too  happy  in  himfelf 
lobe  concerned  about  the  triliin.g  affairs  of 
poor  mortals.  They  i^Q^m  aUo  to  believe  in  a 
future  fliate,  and  that  after  death  they  fhall  be 
removed  to  their  friends,  v/ho  h^ve  gone  be- 
fore them,  to  an  elyiium,  or  paradife. 

The  Wyandotts,  near  Detroit,  and  fome 
others,  have  the  Roman  Carbolic  religion  in- 
troduced amongft  them  by  miflionaries. — - 
Thef2  have  a  church,  a  miniiier,  and  a  regular 
burying-ground.  Many  of  them  appear  zea- 
lous, and  my  prayers  in  their  famiUes.  Thefe, 
by  acquaintance  with  white  people,  are  a  lit- 
tle civilized,  v/hich  mud  of  neceility  precede 
Ghriftianity. 

The  Shawanefe,  Cherokeeg,  Chickafaws, 
and  fome  others,  are  httle  concerned  about  fu- 
perftiiion,  or  religion.  Others  continue  their 
former  fuperftitious  v/orihip  of  the  objedis  ot 
their  love  and  fear,  and  efpecially  thofe  beings 
whom  they  moft  dread,  and  whom  therefore 
we  generally  denominate  devils;  though,  aC 
tlje  fame  time,  it  is  allowed  they  pray  to  the 
Sun,  and  other  inferior  benevolent  deities^  for 
fuccefs  in  their  undertakings,  for  plenty  of 
food,  and  other  necelTkries  or  life. 

They  have  their   feflivals,    and  other  re- 
joicing days,    on  which  they  fing  and   dance 
in  a  ring,  taking  hands,  having  fo  painted  and 
I  2  difgu'xecl 
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tlien  commences  hoflilities  againft  bis  own 
people.  They  are  generally  at  war  with  each 
other.  Thefe  are  common  Gircumftances  a- 
mongfl  the  Indians. 

When  they  take  captives  in  war,  they  ar^ 
exceedingly  cruel,  treating  the  unhappy  pfi- 
foners  in  Inch  a  manner,  that  death  would  bfe 
preferable  to  life.  They  afterwards  give  them 
plenty  of  food,  load  them  with  burdens,  and 
"when  they  arrive  at  their  towns,  they  mufl 
run  the  gauntlet.  In  this,  the  favages  exer- 
cife  fc  much  cruelty,  th.at  one  would  think  it 
impoffible  they  fhould  furvive  their  fuiferings. 
Many  are  killed  ;  but  if  one  outlives  this  trial, 
he  is  adopted  into  a  family  as  a  fon,  and  treat- 
ed wiih  paternal  kindnefs  ;  and  if  he  avoids 
their  fufpicions  of  going  away,  is  allowed  the 
fame  privileges  as  their  own  people. 


THE     CONCLUSION. 

HAVING  fmiflied  my  intended  narrative, 
I  fhall  clcfc  with  a  few  obfervations  upon  the 
happy  circumdances,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Kentucky  will  pn^bably  enjoy,  from  the  pof- 
feffion  of  a  country  fo  extenuve  and  fertile. 

There  are  four  natural  qualities  neceiiary 
to  promote  the  happinels  of  a  country,  viz.  A 
good  foil,  air,  water,  and  trade.     Thefe  taken 

collectively. 
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collectively,  excepting  the  latter,  Kentucky 
poilHr^s  in  a  fuperior  degree  :  and,  agreeabl(* 
to  our  defcl-iption  of  the  weflern  tiiide,  we 
conclude,  that  it  will  be  nearly  equal  to  rin;f 
other  on  the  continent  of  America,  and  the 
diladv^antages  it  is  fubjed  to,  be  fuliv  coinpen- 
fated  by  the  fertility  of  the  foil 

This  fertile  region,  abounding  with  all  the 
luxuries  of  nature,  ftored  with  all  the  princi- 
pal materials  for  art  and  induftrj,  inhabited 
by  virtuous  and  ingenious  citizens,  mufl  uni- 
YQiMly  attr;ict  the  attention  of  n-iaiikind,  be- 
ing ficuated  in  the  central  part  of  the  exten- 
five  American  empire  (the  limits  of  v.hofe 
ample  domains,  as  defcribed  in  the  fecond  ar- 
ticle of  the  late  defmitive  rrc'Uy,  are  fubjoined,) 
where  agriculture,  incullrv,  kws.  arts  and  fci- 
ences,  ilourhh  ;  where  aniided  numanity  railed 
her  drooping  head  ;  u'here  fprings  a  harved  for 
the  poor ;  w  here  confcieuce  ceafes  to  be  a 
ilave,  and  laws  are  no  more  than  the  fecurity 
of  happinefs  ;  where  nature  makes  reparation 
for  having  created  man;  and  government,  fo 
long  proiiituted  to  the  rooii  criminal  purpofes, 
eftaoliflies  an  afylum  in  the  wildernefs  for  the 
diarened  of  mankind. 

The  recital  of  your  hnppincfs  will  call  to 
your  country  all  the  unfortunate  of  the  earth, 
who,  Itaving  experienced  opp;e(Ilon,  political 
or  religious,  will  there  iind  a  deliverance  from 
their  chains.  ,  To  you  innumerable  multitudes 

will 
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will  emigrate  from  the  hateful  regions  of  def- 
potifm  and   tyraiiny  ;  and  you  will  furely  wel- 
come them  as  friends,    as    brothers  5  you  will 
welcome   them  to   partake  with  you  of  your 
happinefs. — Let    the    memory   of    Lycurgus, 
the  Spaitan  legiflator,  vvlio  ban.iilisd  coverouf- 
nefs,  and  the  love  of   gold  from  his  counrry  ; 
the  excellent  Locke,  who  firfl  taught  the  doc- 
trine  of  toleration  ;,  the  veneiable  Penn,   the- 
fird   who  founded   a    city   of  brethren ;   and 
Wafhington,    the   defender   and   proted:oi    of 
perfecuted  liberty,   be  ever  the  ilhidrious  ex- 
amples  of     youL*     political    conduct.       Avait 
yourfelves  of  the  benefits  of  niture,  and  of  the, 
fruitful  couuLry  you  inhabit. 

Le:  the  iron  of  your  mines,  the  wool  of  yotir; 
flocks,  your  flux  and  hemp,  the  ilcins  of  the 
fiv'a,:^e  animals  that  wander  in  your  woods,  be: 
failiioned  into  manufactures,  and  take  an  ex- 
traordinary value  from  your  hands.  Then 
will  you  rival  the  fuperHuities  of  Europe,  ?ind 
know  that  happinefs  may  be  found,  without 
the  commerce  fo  univerlally  defi  ed  by  man- 
kind. 

In  your  country,  like  the  land  of  promife, 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  a  land  of  brooks, 
of  water,  of  fountains  and  depths,  that  fpring 
out  of  vdleys  and  bills,  a  land  of  wheat  and 
barley,  and  all  kinds  of  fruits,  you  ihall  eat 
bread  without  fcarcenefs,  and  not  lack  any 
thing  in  it  -,    where   you   are   neither  chilled 

with 
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I  With  the  Gold  of  Capricorn,  nor  fcorchsd  with 
I  the  burning  heat  of  Cancer;  the  mildnefs  of 
I  your  air  lb  great,  that  you  neither  feel  the  ef- 
fe£ls  of  infedlious  fogs,  nor  peililentinl  va- 
!  pours.  ThuSj  your  country,  favoured  wiih 
Ithe  fmiles  of  heaven,  will  probably  be  inha- 
bited by  the  firil  people  the  world  ever  knew. 


•j|^:<?-::>=;x><xxx::=<x-^x><>o<?<> 


Article  II.  of  the  late  Definitive  Treatt. 

AND  that  all  difputes  which  might  arife  in 
future  on  ih^  fubjed  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
faid  United  Sraies,  may  be  prevented,  it  is 
hereby  agreed  and  declared,  that  the  following 
are  a-;id  ihriil  be  their  boundaries,  viz.  From 
the  N.  W.  angle  of  Nova  ."i^cotia,  viz.  that  an- 
igle  which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north 
jfrom  the  fource  of  St.  Croix  River  along  the 
faid  highlands,  v/hich  divide  thofc  rivers  that 
{empty  rheaifelvcs  into  the  river  St.  Lav/rence  ; 
from  thofe  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
jto  the  north- vveftern-moil  head  of  Conne(Sti- 
jcat  River;  thence  dovvn  along  the  middle  of 
that  river  to  the  forty-Efih  degree  of  north  la- 
titude; 


titude;   from  thence  by  aline   due  weft    on' 
faid  latitude,  until  it   ftrikes   the  Iroquois,  or 
Cataraqui  ;    thence  along   the    middle  of  the  ^ 
fiiid  river  into  Lake  Ontario,  through  the  mid- • 
die  of  the  fai  J  lake,  until  it  lirikes  the  commu-- 
nication  by  water  between  that  lake  and  Lake  • 
Erie  ;  thence  along  the   middle  of  faid  com- 
municatioa  into  Lake  Erie  j  through  the  mid- 
dle of  faid  lake  until  it    arrives  at  the  water- 
communieation  between   that  lake  and  Lake 
Huron  ;  thence  along  the  middle  of  faid  wa- 
ter   communication   into    the    Lake    Huron; 
thence  through  the  middle  of  faid  lake  to  the 
water  communication  between   that  lake  and 
Lake  Superior  ;  thence  through  lake  Superior 
norrhward  of  the  iiles  Royal  and  Phelipeaux 
to  the  Long  Lake  y  thenee  through  the   mid- 
dle of  faid  Long  Lake  and  the  water  commu- 
nication   between   it   and    the    Lake    of    the 
Woods,  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods;    thence 
through  the  faid  lake  to  the  moil;  N.  \¥.  point 
thereof,  and  from  thence  on  a  due  weft  courfe 
to  the    river  Miiliilippi  ;    thence  by   a  line  to 
be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the   faid   river 
Miiliilippi  until  it  lliall  interfed:  the  northern- 
iTJoft  part  of  the  thirtj-firfc  degree  of  north  la- 
titude ;  fouth,  by   a  line  to  be  drawn  due  eafl 
fiom  the  determination  of  the  lad  mentioned 
in  the  latitude  of  thirty-one  degrees  north  of 
the  equator,    to  the  middle  of  the  river  Apa- 
lachicola,  ox  Qitariouche  j   thence   along  the 

middle 
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middle  thereof  to  its  jun^l'on  with  the  Flint 
River;  thence  ilraight  to  the  head  of  St.  Ma- 
ry's River  ;  and  thence  down  along  the   mid- 
dle of  St.  Mary's  River  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean; 
eail,  by  aline  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of 
the  river  St.  Croix,  from  its  mouth  in  the  bay 
of  Fundy  to  its  fource^  and  from  its  fource  di- 
redly  north  to  the  aforcfaid  highlands  which 
divide   the  rivers  that   fall  into  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  from  thofe  which  fall  into  the  river  St 
"Lawrence,   comprehending   all  illands  within 
twenty  leagues  of  any  partof  the  fhores  of  the 
United  States,  and  lying  between  lines  to  be 
drawn  due  eafi  from  the  points  where  the  a- 
forefaid  boundaries  between    Nova  Scotia  on 
the  one  part,  and  Eafl:  Florida  on   the  other, 
,  iliall  refpeciiveiy  touch  the  bay  of  Fundy  and 
kthe  Atlantic  ocean,  excepting  fuch   illands  as 
now  are,  or  heretofore  have  been,  v;ithin  the 
Jimits  of  the  faid  province  ofKova  Scotia. 


ROAD 
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ROAD  from  Philadelph'  a  to  the  Falls  of 
the  Ohio  by  Land. 

I  M    M.D. 

FROM  Philadelphia  to  Lancafltr 
To  Wright's  on  Sufquehamiah 
To  York- to un 
Abbott's-tewn 
Hunter's -town 
the  Mountain  at  Black's  Gap 
the  other  iide  of  the  Mountain 
the  Stone-houfe  Tavern 
"Wadkin's  Ferry  on  Potcwmack 
Martinfburg 
Wincheiler 
Newtown 
Stover's-town 
Wocdilock 
Shanandoah  River 
the  North  branch  of  Shanandoah 
Stanton  -  -         - 

the  North  Foik  of  James  River 
James  River 
Botetourt  Court-houfe 
V/oods's  en  Catauba  River 
Paterfon's  on  P^oanoak 
the  Allegany  Mountain     -     - 
New^  River 
the  Folks  of  the  Road 
Fort  Chiilei  z 
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AStoneMiU 

Boyd's 

Head  of  Flolftein 
To  Wafiiingron  Court -houfe 

the  Block-houfe 

Powel's  Mountain 

Walden's  Ridge 

the  Valley  Station 

Martin  Cabbin's 

Cumberland  Mountain 
'    the  Fork  of  Cumberland  River 

the  Flat  Lick 

Stinking  Creek 

Richland  Creek 

Down  Richland  Creek 

Rackoon  Spring 

Laurel  River 

Hazle  Patch 

the  Ford  on  Rock  Caftle  River 

Englifli's  Station 

Col.  Edwards's  at  Crab  Orchard 

Whitley's  Station 

Logan's  Station 

Clark's  Station 

Crow's  Station 

Harrod's  Station 

Harland's         -         - 

Harbifon's 

Bard's-town 

the  Salt-works 

the  Falls  of  the  Ohio     * 
Vol.  II.  K 
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Kentucky  is  fitiiated  about  fouth,  60''  weft 
from  Philadelphia,  and,  on  a  ftraight  line,  may 
be  about  fix  hundred  miles  diftant  from  that 
city. 

SR.OAD  and  Biflance  from  Philadelphia 
to  Pittsburg. 


IM'm.b. 


FROM  Philadelphia  to  L^ncafter 
To  Middle-town 
To  Harris's  Ferry 
Carliile 
ShippenflDurg 
Chamber' s-town 
Fort  Loudon 
Fort  Littleton 
Juniata  Creek     - 
Bedford         -         -         - 
the  Foot  of  the  Allegany  Mountains 
Stony  Creek 

the  Eaft  fide  of  Laurel  Hill 
Fort  Ligonier 
Pittfburg 
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iPOSTSCRIPT. 


POST  S  C  R  I  P  T. 


N  order  to  communicate  a  diftincl  idea  of 
the  prefent  complexion  of  the  ilate  of  Ken- 
tucky, I  h?.ve  drawn  a  map  from  the  beil  au- 
thorities, from  which  you  will  difcern  that 
Kentucky  is  already  divided  into  nine  counties; 
and  that  villages  are  fpringing  up  in  every 
part  within  its  limits,  while  roads  have  been 
opened  to  fnorten  the  diilance  to  Virginia, 
and  to  fmooth  the  rugged  paths,  which  a  lliort 
time  iince  were  our  only  tracts  of  communica- 
tion from  one  place  to  another. 

You  muft  have  obCerved  in  a  note  I  annexed 
to  my  lafl  letter,  the  fecurity  Kentucky  en- 
joys from  the  cordon  of  troops  extending  upoa 
the  w^edern  fide  of  the  Ohio;  and  you  have 
only  to  contemplate  the  advanced  fettie- 
inents  on  that  fide  of  the  river,  I  prefume  to 
become  perfectly  convinced  of  our  permanefT&- 
fafety  from  the  attacks  of  the  Indians, 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kenhaway,  a 
fetilement  has  been  formed,  which,  united 
with  the  fettlements  on  Elk  River,  makes  it 
futiiciendy  populous  to  become  a  diliina 
county  of  Virginia,  by  the  name  of  Kenhaway : 
I'o  that  if  you  look  on  either  quarter  of  Ken- 
K  2  tucky. 
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tucky,  you  will  find  its  frontiers  are  guarded 
by  fettlements  nearly  adult.  J 

Galiiapolis,  upon  the  weftern  fide  of  the  O-f 
hio,  a  little  below  the  mouth  of  the  Great 
Kenhaway,  and  extending  to  the  Sciota  Ri- 
ver, fettled  by  the  French,  forms  a  barrier  to 
the  north  ;  the  forts,  and  the  ditferent  fettle- 
ments contagious  to  them,  to  the  weft  ;  Cum- 
berland CO  the  fouth  ;  and  upon  our  back,  or 
eall,  you  will  obferve  the  diftance  through  the 
wildernefs,  which  feparates  us  from  the  back 
counties  of  Virginia,' is  rapidly  contrading  by 
the  -approximation  of  our  fettlements  with 
thofe  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,^  and 
which  w-iH  very  foon  cut  off  the  communicati- 
on between  the  northern  and  fouthern  tribes 
of  Indians. 

There  were  tw^o  expeditions  from  Kentucky 
performed  againft  the  Indians  in  1791,  under 
the  command  of  Generals  Scott  and  Wilkin- 
fon,  that  I  have  not  hitherto  noticed,  and 
which  had  for  their  object  the  chailifement  of 
a  predatory,  trubitfome,  and  warlike  tribe, 
who  lived  in  feveral  detatched  t^^ns  upon  the 
Wabafh  and  its  waters. 

The  particulars  of  thofe  expedidons  I  do 
not  think  have  been  generally  known  in  Eu- 
rope,  and  as  they  were  undertaken  when  I  was 
abfcnt  from  the  country,  I  Ihall  fubjoin  an  ex-" 
trad  from  a  letter  I  received  from  a  friend, 
who  formed  one  of  the  party  ^'  and  which,   1 

flatter 
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flatter  myfelr,  will  be  found  to  contain  a 
coniiderable  fliare  of  information,  both 
as  to  the  manner  and  addrefs  of  the  Kentuc- 
kians  in  Indian  warfare,  and  a  more  minute 
account  of  the  country  lying  between  the  O- 
hio  and  the  Wabaih. 

"  General  Scott,  at  the  head  of  800  Ken- 
tucky Volunteers,  marched  from  oppofite  the 
mouth  of  the  Kentucky  River,  about  the  be- 
ginning of  June,  the  courfe  he  fteered  was  a- 
bout  north  2^  wefl,  and  in  about  fifteen  days 
he  llruck  and  furprifed  the  lower  Weau(5laneau 
towns  on  the  Wabafh  River,  and  the  pararie 
adjoinhig  ;  but  unfortunately  the  river  at  that 
time  was  not  fordable,  or  the  Kickapoo  Towa 
on  the  north-weft  fide,  with  the  Indians 'who 
efcaped  in  their  canoes  from  the  Weau  Towa 
on  the  fouth,  muft  have  fallen  completely  in- 
to our  hands  ;  however,  about  20  warriors 
were  killed  in  the  Weau  villages,  and  in  the 
river  croiiing  the  Wabafh,  and  47  of  their 
Squaws  and  children  taken  prifoners. 
■  ^  ''  Immediately  after  the  engagement,  a  conn- 
cil  of  war  was  calied,  wiien  it  was  determined, 
that  Wilkinfon  fliould  crofs  the  Wabafh  under 
cover  of  the  night,  with  a  detachment  of  fbur 
hundred  men,  and  endeavour  to  furprife  the 
town  of  Kathtippacamunck,  which  was  fituated 
upon  the  north  iide  of  that  river,  at  the  mouth 
of  Rippacanoe  Creek,  and  about  twenty  miles 
above  the  Lower  Weau  towns.  This  expedi- 
^  3  'tion 
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tion  was  conduced  with  fo  much  caution  and 
celerity,  that  Wilkinfon  arrived  at  the  niarp;iri 
of  the  parade,  within  a  mile,  and  to  the  wed 
of  the  town,  about  an  hour  before  the  break 
of  day  ;  whilfl  a  detachment  was  taking  a  cir- 
cuit through  the  pararie  to  co-operate  with 
the  main  body  on  a  given  fignal ;  day  appear- 
ed, and  the  volunteers  rufhed  into  the  town 
with  an  impetuofitj  not  to  be  refifted.  The 
detachment  in  advance  reached  the  Rippaca- 
noe  Creek  the  very  moment  the  lail  of  the  In- 
dians were  crofling,  when  a  very  brifk  fire 
took  place  between  the  detachment  and  the 
Indians  on  the  oppofite  fide,  in  which  feveral 
of  their  wardors  were  killed,  and  two  of  our 
men  wounded. 

"  This  town,  which  contnined  about  12a 
houfes,  80  of  which  were  fhingle  roofed,  was 
immediately  burnt  and  levelled  with  the 
ground ;  the  belt  houfes  belonged  to  French 
traders,  whofe  gardens  and  improvements 
round  the  town  were  truly  delightful,  sndy  e- 
very  thing  confidered,  not  a  little  wonderful; 
there  was  a  tavern,  with  cellars,  bar,  public, 
and  private  rooms ;  and  the  whole  marked  a 
confiderable  (hare  of  order,  and  no  fmail  degree;: 
of  civi-ization. 

*'  Wilkinfon  returned  with  his  detatch- 
ment  after  dedroying  ihe  town,  and  joined, 
the  aiain  army  abjut  kv^n  in  the  evening; 

and 
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and  tire  day  following  our  little  army  were 
put  in  motion  with  their  prifjners ;  and  (leer- 
ing about  fouth,  in  twelve  days  reached  the 
Rapids  of  the  Ohio,  with  the  lofs  of  only  two 
nien,  who  unfortunately  were  drowned  in 
crofting  Main  White  River. 

'^  The  fucceis  of  this  expedition  encouraged 
Government  to  fet  another  on  foot,  under  the 
command  of  General  Wilkinfon  ;  which  was 
dedined  to  operate  againft  the  fame  tribes  of 
Indians;  whofe  main  town,  near  the  mouth  of 
Ell  River,  on  the  Wabafh,  had  not  been  at- 
tacked in  the  firfl  excui'don ;  and  accordingly, 
on  the  firft  of  Augufl:  following,  the  general, 
at  the  head  of  500  mounted  volunteers,  march- 
ed from  fort  Walhington,  north  16°  well, 
{teering,  as  it  were,  for  the  Manmic,  villages 
on  the  Picaway  Fork  of  the  Manmic  (or  Mi- 
ami of  the  Lake)  and  St.  Mary's  River — This 
movement  was  intended  as  a  feint,  and  the  In- 
d.ans,  who  afterwards  fell  upon  our  trail,  were 
completely  deceived  ;  nor  did  we  change  our 
comfe,  uniil  by  the  capture  of  a  Delaware  In- 
dian, we  afcertaincd  that  we  were  within  30 
miles  of  the  principal  of  the  Mctnmic  villages, 
and  having  marched  down  our  northing,  ac 
the  very  time    we   received   the   information, 

V  Ibifted  our  courfe  to  due  weft,  and  at  the  di- 

V  ftance  of  180  miles  from  Fort  Waihington  we 
(Iruck  the  V/abafh  Vvithin  two  miles  and  a 
half  of  Longuiile,   or,   as  the  Indians  call  it, 

Kea- 
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Kenapacomaqua — It  was  about  4  P.  M.  when 
we  reached  that  riv^er,  and  croiTing  it  immedi- 
ately, v/e  marched  in  four  columns  acrofs  the 
neck  of  land,  formed  by  the  jundlion  of  the 
Wabafh  and  Ell  Rivers :  paffing  fcveral  Indi- 
an war  pods  that  had  been  irefh  painted,  we 
arived  corapietelyconcealed  on  the  fouth  bank 
of  EURiver,  and  diredtly  oppoflte  the  town  of 
Kenapacomaqua. 

"  The  furprife  of  this  town  was  fo  very  com- 
plete, that  before  we  received  orders  to  crofs 
the  river  and  ruili  upon  the  town,  we  obfeiv- 
ed  feveral  children  playing  on  the  tops  of  the 
houfes,  and  could  diilinguifli  the  hilarity  and 
merriment  that  feemed  to  crown  the  feitivity 
pf  the  villagers,  for  it  was  in  the  feafon  of  the 
green  corn  dance. 

''  The  want  of  day-light, and  a  morafs,  that 
nearly  encircled  the  town,  prevented  us  ironi 
fuddenly  attacking,  whi,:h  enabled  fever-1  of 
the  Indiiins  to  efcape ;  and  in  forne  meafure 
obfcured  the  brilliancy  of  the  enterprize,  by 
lipairing  the  number  of  warriors  killed  to  e- 
leven,  and  capturing  forty  Squaws  and  their 
children,  after  burning  all  the  houfes,  and  de- 
llroying  about  200  acres  of  corn ;  which  v/as 
then  in  the  milk,  and  in  that  (iage  when  the 
Indians  prepare  it  for  Zairomanony.  Tliis 
fuccefs  was  atchieved  with  the  lofs  of  two  men, 
who  were  killed. 
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'*  About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we 
mounted  our  prifoners,    and  took  a  wefl  and 
by  north  courfe   toward  the  Little  Klckapoo 
Town,   which  the  general   hoped  to  furprize 
on  his  way  to  the  Great  Kickapoo  Town,   m 
the  pararie,  on  the  waters  of  the  Illinois  Ri- 
Tcr  ;  but  the  difficulties  we  encountered  in  this 
march,  through   thefe  almoil   boundlefs  para- 
ries,   w^ere  fuch,   that  upon  our  arrival  at  the 
Little  Kickapoo  Town,  we  found  one  half  the 
horfes  in  the  army  non-eil^aive,  and  unlikely 
to  reach  the  Ohio,  by    the  nearea  courfe  we 
could  take  ;  which  confideration  induced  the 
general  to  relinquiili  the  enterprize  againft  the 
Great  Kickapoo  Town  ;  and,  accordmgly,  af- 
ter deftroying  about   2CO  acres    of    corn  at 
Kathtippacanunck,  Kickapoo,  and  the  lower 
Weaudenau  towns,  we  gained  General  Scot's 
return  trad,  and  on  the  211I  of  Auguft,  after 
a  circuitous  march  of  486  miles,  arrived  with 
cur  prifoners  at  Louifville. 

«Mn  the  courfe  of  this  march,  I  had  an 
eppovtunity  of  obf^rving  the  general  face  of 
the  country  through  which  we  paiTed. — Be- 
tween Fort  Walbington,  at  the  cioiling  of  the 
Great  Miami,  w^here  at  prefent  there  is  a  con- 
fiderable  fettlement  under  the  proteQiion  of 
Fort  Hamilton,  a  fine  body  of  land  is  found, 
but  which  is  very  indifferently  watered.  The 
fituation  of  Fort  Hamilton  is  w^ell  chofen,  as 
advantageous   for  defence,  as  pleafmg  to  the 
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eye;  it  (lands  on  a  narrow  neck  of  land,  com-- 
manding  the  Miami  on  N.  W.  and  a  pararie 
and  flieet  of  water  on  the  N.  E.  about  a  mile 
vi^lde,  and  two  miles  and  an  half  long  ;  from 
this  pararie  an  abundant  fupply  of  forage  may 
be  got  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  by  repeated 
rnovings  of  a  very  fine  natural  grafs,  from  the 
month  of  June  till  the  end  of  September.  Af- 
ter pafiing  the  Miami  River  hills,  on  the  well 
lide,  the  country  in  places  is  broken,  though, 
generally  fpeaking,  from  thence  to^the  limits 
of  our  march,  toward  the  Manmic  villages  the 
face  of  it  is  agreeably  varied  with  hills  and 
dales,  well  watered,  and  the  timber  moftly 
fuch  as  indicates  a  flrong  and  durable  foil. 
Between  the  Manmic  trace  and  our  welt  line 
of  march  toward  Kenapacomaqua,  there  are  a 
number  of  beech  fwamps^,  \-7hich  will  require 
draining  before  they  will  admit  of  fetdements 
being  formed — there  are  however  delightfully 
pleafant  and  fertile  lituations  on  the  Balemut 
and  Salamine  Rivers,  which  are  only  inferior 
to  the  woody  plains  of  Kentucky  in  extent  and 
chmate.  The  paraiie,  in  which  was  fituated 
Kenapacomaqua,  on  the  north  bank  of  Eil 
River,  is  chiefly  a  morafs,  and  produces  little 
elfe,  other  than  ha'z-el,  fallow,  a  fpecies  of  dwarf 
poplar,  and  a  very  coarfe,  but  luxuriant  grafs  y 
the  latter  of  which  covers  moflly  the  whole 
furface  of  the  earth. — ^I'he  fame  kind  of  para- 
jrk  extends,  with  little  alteration,   until  you 
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approach  Kathtippacanunck,  when  the  whole 
country  gradually  affumes  a  more  pkafing  and 
rvaluable  appearance. 

On  our  line  of  march  frr)m  Kenapacomnqua 
to  Kathtippacanunk  (the  didance  of  which 
from  the  traverfes  we  were  obliged  to  make 
to  avoid  impafTable  moralTes,  was  fixty  miles,) 
in  fereral  places,  the  profped  was  only  bound- 
ed by  the  natural  horizon,  the  uniformity  of 
w^hich  was  here  and  there  broken  by  the  dif- 
tant  looming  of  a  grove  on  the  edge  of  the 
plane,  which  itrongly  refembied  the  projed- 
ing  points  of  a  coach  clothed  with  wood,  and 
feen  hj  mariners  at  a  diftance  from  the  fhore. 

^*  The  fituation  of  the  late  town  of  Kath- 
tippacanunck  was  well  chofen  for  beauty  and 
convenience;  it  ftood  in  the  bofom  of  a  de- 
lightful furrounding  country  on  a  very  rich 
bottom,  extending  eaft  and  weft,  on  the  Wa- 
»baih  River  about  two  miles;  the  bottom 
about  half  a  mile  wide,  bounded  on  the  eafl 
by  Tippacanoe,  and  weft  ward  by  a  beautiful 
lifmg  ground,  ftiirted  and  clothed  with  thin 
woods — from  the  upper  bank  you  command  a 
view  of  the  Wabafti  River,  which  is  terminat- 
ed by  a  towering  growth  of  wood  to  the  fouth, 
vand  Tippacanoe  Creek  to  the  Eaft — the  coun- 
try in  the  rear  from  the  upper  bank  fpreads  in- 
to a  level  pararie  of  firm,  ftrcng  land,  of  an 
excellent  quality,  interfperfed  with  copfes, 
^Tiaked  groves  of  trees,  and  high  mounds  of 
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earth  of  a  regular  and  conical  form,  all  oT 
which  confpire  to  relieve  the  eye,  and  cheer 
the  fcene  with  a  mod  agreeable  variety.  The 
top  of  this  bank,  which  is  level  with  the  plane 
of  the  pararie,  and  about  two  hundred  feet 
perpendicular  from  the  bottom  in  which  the 
town  flood,  forms  an  angle  about  60°,  and  a- 
bout  midw^ay  there  iffues  from  its  fide  two 
living  fountains,  which  have  hitheito  con- 
ftantly  fupplied  the  town  v/ith  water. 

''  The  country  betw^een  Kathtippacanunck 
and  the  little  Kickapoo  town  is  beautiful  be- 
yond defcription.  The  numerous  breaks^ 
and  intermixture  of  woodland  and  plains,  give, 
the  whole  an  air  of  the  moll  perfedl  tafl6  ;  for 
mature  here,  in  a  propitious  hour,  and  in 
a  benignant  mood,  feems  to  have  defigned  to 
prove,  in  beautifying,  how  far  ihe  excels  our 
utmofl  efforts,  and  the  mofl  laboured  improve- 
ments of  art. 

«'  Between  the  Little  Kickapoo  town  and 
the  lower  Weaufleneau  towns,  the  land  is  of 
the  firfl-rate  quality — at  the  edge  of  the  wood 
lands,  and  before  your  defcend  into  the  river 
bottoms,  one  of  the  mofl  charming  profpecls 
the  imagination  can  form,  difplays  itfelf  in  all 
the  variegated  pride  of  the  mofl  captivating 
beauty.  From  this  place,  through  the  glades 
and  viflas  of  the  groves  in  the  bottom,  you 
catch  a  vievv^  of  the  meandering  river,  which 
filently  fleals  through   this  fn\ihng  country, 
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s[$  if  pregnant  with  its  charms,  •:ind,  as  if  it  was 
hurrying  to  communicare  its  joys  to  lefs  hap- 
py flrcams.  The  bottoms  of  the  Wabafli  on 
the  oppofite  fide  are  confined  by  a  bluti  bank 
nearly  two  hundred  feet,  which  interrupts  the 
profpecl,  and  runs  parallel  \vi:h  the  river — 
from  the^  top  of  this  bank  a  pLiin  is  feea 
flretching  out  to  the  eail  and  well  as  far  as 
the  eye  can  reach,  without  tree  or  buHi,  co- 
vered with  a  moil  luxuriant  herbage,  and  in 
every  refped;  alTuming  the  appearance  of  an 
highly  improved  and  cultivated  meadow.—^' 
The  plain  is  terminated  on  the  fouth  by  a  dif. 
tant  profpe^t  of  the  riling  woodlands,  which, 
with  a  midy  bloom,  and  in  all  that  azure 
beauty,  fo  peculiar  to  thefe  fair  regions,  here 
appears  in  all  its  stheriai  luftre;  and  feems 
finally  lofl  in  combining  with  the  clouds. 

''  The  Briares  extend  about  twenty-live  miles 
fouth  of  the  WabafUjfrom  thence  the  couiftry 
gradually  breaks  into  hills  and  valleys,*  and 
until  we  reached  the  waters  of  White  River, 
we  found  the  foil  tolerably  good.  There  it  is 
very  much  broken,  the  bottoms  of  the  rivers 
are  narrow,  and  fubjecl  to  frequent  and  violent 
inundations. 

■  *'  There  is  fome  tolerable  good  land  on 
Rocky  Rivfr,  but  as  we  approached  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Blue  River,  the  country  agaiiv 
opens  into  plains,  in  which  are  inttrfperfsd 
clumps  of  fcrubby  oak,  dwarf  laurel,  pluiTib, 
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and  hazel,  that  extend  to  Indian  Creek,  \Thcn 
the  country  again  improves,  and  though  it  is 
rather  broken,  it  continued  to,  improve  until 
we  reached  the  Rapids  of  the  Ohio." 

What  I  formerly  advanced  refpeding  a  new 
State  being  formed  in  ten  years  .from  th^t 
dd.te,  wcR  of  the  Ohio,  merely  as  conjedure, 
does  not  appear  to  me  at  prcfent  the  leail  pro- 
blematical. 

The  circumdances  attending  the  rife  of  the 
State  of -Kentucky  v/ere  infinitely  more  peril- 
ous and.calamitous  than  extending  our  fettle- 
iiients  farther  weflward  are  likely  to  be  :— and 
-v^hen  it  is  remembered  that  State  rofe,  from 
an  uninhabited  wdd,  detached  from  every  o- 
ther  country  from  which  it  would  obtain  fup- 
plics  a  diftance  of  feveral  hundred  miles,  and 
expofed  on  every  quarter  to  the  mercilefs  fury 
of  the  favages,  ina  fliorter  period,  of  time, 
and  that  our  prefent  infant  fcttlements  avepro- 
iccled  by  a  ftrong  and  adjve  m.illimry  force, 
direcled*^  by  fatal  and  improved  experience  of 
our  former  misfortunes,  with  a  cuUivated 
country  at  their  back,  which  pours  forth  an  a- 
bundance  of  refources  to  fupport  them  againft 
hhe  eifeds  of  contingencies  and  difafters,  I 
think  wc  may  contemplate,  with  every  degree, 
of  human  certainty,  the  fuccefs  of  Xuch  a  fpe-' 

culation.  ,     r  u    n      . 

The  fettlcment  at  the  moxith  ot  the  (^reat 

KcAhaway,    which   did. not  commence  until 
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17 85,  and  which  was  an  sera  when  our  weflern 
affairs  had  a  moil  gloomy  afpecl,  conititutes 
ah'eady,  with  the  fettlements  above,  the  river 
Elk,  a  didlnd  county,  andin  which  the  laws 
of  the  S:ate  to  which  it  belongs  are  adniiniiler- 
ed  with  great  precifion  and  juftice. 

Galleapolis   and    the  fettlements   upon  the 
Miami  increafe  daily  in  Rrength,  while  fredi 
encouragement  and  fecuritr  are  given  to  emi- 
grants by  the  vigilance  of  the  army  in   their 
I  neighbourhood  ;   who  fo  completely  overavvC 
;the  Indians,  that  little  harm  in  future   can  be 
dreaded  from  their  incuifions,   and  they  well 
know  their  partial  fucceiTes  hitherto  were  ow- 
ing to  the  folly  of  our  war  minifter,  and  the 
inexperience   of  the  officers    of  his  appoint- 
ment—but the  fyflem   has   been    completely 
xham^ed— and  the   fuccefs  of  Wilkinfon  and 
Scot's  expedition  is  amply  fuflicient  to  juftifj 
the  meaf Lire* 
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The  SECRETARY  of  STATE,  fto  whom 
.  was  referred  by  the  President  of  the  U- 
NiTED  States,  the  Refolution  of  Congrefs, 
requefting  the  Preiidenc  ^  to  caiife  an  ejii- 
mate  to  he  laid  before  Congrefs  at  their  next 
feffion,  cf  the  quantity  and  ftuation  cf  the 
Lands  not  claimed  by  the  Indians^  nor  grant- 
ed to^  nor  claimed  by  any  citizens  of  the  U^ 
nited  States^  within  the  territory  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  the  State  of  North-CaroHtia^ 
and  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
North 'wejl  of  the  river  Ohio^  makes  there- 
on the  following 

REPORT. 

HE  territory  ceded  by  the  State  of  North- 
Carolina  to  the  United  States,  by  deed 
bearing. date  the  25th  day  of  February  1790, 
is  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit :  Beginning  in 
the  boundary  between  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina^  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  parallel  of  lati- 
tude ;^6\  degrees  north  from  the  equator,  on 
the  extrreme  height  of  the  Stone  Adountain, 
where  the  faid  boundary  or  parallel  interfeds 
it,  and  running  thence  along  the  faid  extreme 
height  to  the  place  v/here  Wataugo  River 
breaks  through  ic;   thence  a  dired;  courfc  to 
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the  top  of  the  Yellow  Mountain,  where 
Bright's  Road  croiTes  the  fame ;  thence  along 
the  ridge  of  the  faid  mountain  between  the 
waters  of  Doe  River  and  the  waters  of  Rock 
Creek,  to  the  place  where  the  road  erodes  the 
Iron  Mountain ;  from  thence  along  the  ex- 
treme height  of  faid  mountain  to  where  Nili- 
chuckey  River  runs  through  the  fame  ;  thence 
to  the  top  of  the  Bald  Mountain  :  thence  along 
the  extreme  height  of  the  faid  mountain  to  the 
Painted  Rock,  on  French  Broad  River;  thence 
alofjg  the  higheft  ridge  of  the  faid  mountain, 
to  the  place  where  it  is  called  the  Great  Iron 
or  Smoaky  Mountain  ;  thence  along  the  ex- 
treme height  of  the  .faid  mountain  to  the 
place  where  it  is  called  Unaka  mountain,  be- 
tween the  Indian  towns  of  Cov/ee  and  Old 
Chota;  thence  along  the  main  ridge  of  the 
faid  mountain,  to  the  fouthern  boundary  of 
the  faid  Scale  of  North-Carolina,  that  is  to 
fay,  to  the  parallel  of  latitude  35  degrees  north 
from  the  equator;  ihence  weftwardly  along 
the  faid  boundary  or  parallel,  to  the  middle  of 
the  river  Miffiilippi ;  thence  up  the  middle  of 
the  fiiid  river  to  where  it  is  interfeded,  by  the 
firft  mentioned  parallel  of  2,^[  degrees  ;  tbence 
a^ong  the  faid  parallel  to  the  beginning  :  which 
trad  of  country  is  a  degree  and  a  half  of  lati- 
tude from  north  to  fouth,  and  about  360 
miles,  in  general,  from  eaft  to  well,  as  nearly 
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as  may  be  eftimarecl  from  luch  maps   as  exift 
of  that  country.  ^ 

The  Indians  having  clainis  wirhm  the  faid 
trad  of  countr}^,  are  the  Cherokces  and  Chic- 
kafaws,  wh.ofe  boundaries  are  fettled  by  the 
tieaties  of  Hopewell,  concluded  with  the  Che- 
r(;kees  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  Novem- 
ber 1785,  and  with  the  Chickafaws,  on  the 
tenth  dav  of  January  17863  and  by  the  trea- 
ty of  Holilcn,  concluded  with  the  Cherokees, 
July  2d,  1791.  Thefe  treaties  acknowledge 
to  the  Indians  all  the  lands  wcftward  and  fouth- 
ward  of  the  following  lines,  to  wit;  beginning 
in  the  boundary  between  South  and  North- 
Carolina,  where  the  South-Carolina  Indian 
boundary  flrikes  the  fame ;  thence  north  to  a^ 
point  from  which  a  line  is  to  be  extended  to 
the  river  Clinch,  that  fhall  pafs  the  Holflen,  at 
the  ridg-  which  divides  the  waters  running  into 
Little  River  from  thofe  running  into  the  Te- 
nafce;  tkence  up  the  river  Clinch  to  Camp- 
bell's Line,  find  along  the  fam.e  to  the  top  of 
the  Cumberland  Mountain ;  thence  in  a  dired 
courfe  towards  the  Cumberland  River,  where 
the  Kentucky  road  croiTes  it,  as  far  as  the 
Virginia  line,  or  parallel  aforefaid,  (A  ^S^  de- 
grees ;  thence  weilwardly,  or  ealfwardly,  as 
the  caufe  llialibe,  abng  the  faid  lins  or  parallel 
to  the  point  thereof,  which  is  due  north-eafl: 
from  another  point  to  be  taken  on  the  dividing 
ridge   of  Cumberland  and  Duck  Rivers,  40 , 
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miles  from  Nafhville;  thence  fouth-weft  to  tire 
point    hift    mentioned,    on  the  faid  dividing 
ridge,  and  along  the  faid  dividing  ridge  north- , 
weftwardlj,    to  where  it  is  interftded  bv  the 
faid  Virginia  line,  or  parallel  of  ^6[  degrees. 
So  that  there  remained  to  the  United  States, 
the  right  of  pre-emption  of  the   lands    weft- 
ward  and  fouth ward  of  the  faid  lines,  and  the 
abfohaterightno  thofe  northward  thereof,  that 
is  to  fay  ;  toone  parcel  to  the-eaftward,  fome>- 
what  triangular,  comprehending  the  counuies 
iof  Sullivan  and  Wafhington,  and  pans  of  ihife 
of  Greene  and  Hawkins,  running  about   150 
miles  from  eaftto  weft,  on  the  Virginia  boun- 
dary, as  its  bafe,  and  between-  80  and  90  miles 
from  north  to  fouth,  where  broadeft  5  and  con- 
taining, as  may  be  conjedured,  without  pre- 
tending to  accuracy,  between  feven  and  eight 
thoufand  fquare  miles,  or  about  five  millions  of 
acres :  and  to  one  other  parcel  to  the  weftward, 
fomewhat  triangular  alfov  comprehending  parts 
of  the   counties    of  Sumner,   Davidfon,    and 
TaanilTee,  the  bafe  whereof  extends  about  150 
miles  alfo,  from  eaft  to  weft,  on  the  fame  Vir- 
ginia line,  and  its  height,  from  north  to  fouth, 
about  55  miles,  and  fo  may  comprehend  about  i 
four  thoufand  fquare  miles,  or  upwards  of  two ^ 
and  a  half  millions  of  acres  of  land. 

Within  thefe   triangles,    however,    are  the 
following  ckms  of  citizens  J  referved  by   the 
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the  deed  of  cefiion,  and  confeqnently  forming 
exception^  to  the  rights  of  the  United  States. 
II.   Appropriations    by   the  State  of  North- 
Carolina,  for  their  continental  and  flate  officers 
and  foldiers. 

II.  Grants  and  titles  to  grants  veded  in  in- 
dividuals by  the  laws  of  the  Stare. 

III.  Entries  made  iji  Armllrong's  Office 
■under  an  a£l:  of  tliat  State,  of  1783,  for  the  re- 
idemption  of  fpecie  and  other  certificates. 

'  The  claims  covered  by  the  firil  refervation 
are, 

ift,  The  bounties  in  land  given  by  the  faid 

jS'^atc  of  North-Carolina,  to  their  continental 

[line,  in  addition,  to  thofe  given  by  Congrefs ; 

thcfe    were. to    be    located  within  a    diilridl 

bounded  northwardly  by  the  Virginian  line, 

^nd  fouthwardly  by  a  line  parallel  thereto,  and 

\^§  miles  diibmt :  v/eflwardly,  by  the  Tannif- 

fee,  and  eaflwardly  by  the  meridian  of  the  in- 

itprfedion  of  the  Virginia  line,  and  Cumberland 

River;    grants   have    accordingly   iffued   for 

1,239.498  acres,  and  warrants  for  the  further 

quantity  of  .1.549, 72'5  acres,  making  together 

2,789,224  acres.  P".'"  r 

It  is  to  be  noted,  that  tl-\e^  fouth-weftern  and 
fouth-eafteni  angles  of  this  diilricl:,  conftitut- 
ing  perhaps  a  fourth  or  a  fifth  of  the  whole, 
\  are  fouth  of  the  lines  eilablifhed  by  the  trea- 
ties of  Hopewell  and  Holilon,  and  confe- 
quently  in  a  country  vyherein  the  Indian  title 

is 
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is  aclcno\vledged  and  guaranteed  by  the  Unjt-^ 
ed  States.  No  infovniation  is  received  of  the' 
exad  proportion  of  the  locations  made  within 
thefe  angles* 

2d,  Bounties  in  land  to  Evan's  battalion, 
raifed  for  State  purpofes,  Thefe  were  to  be 
taken  weft  of  the  Cumberland  Mountain. 
The  locations  are  not  yet  made. 

The  fecond  refervation  covers  the  follow- 
ing claims : 

1.  Lands  for  the  fm-veyor-general's  fees  for 
laying  out  the  military  bounies,  tobejocated 
in  the  military  diftdd.  The  grants  already 
ilfiied   on   this   account  amount  to  30,203  a- 

cres. 

2.  Grants  to  Ifaac  Shelby,  Anthony  Bled- 
foe,  and  Abfalom  Tatum,  commiffioners  for 
laying  out  the  mdlitary  bounties:  and  to 
guards,  chain-carriers,  markers,  and  hunters, 
who  attended  them,  already  iiTiied  to  the  a- 
inount  of  65,932  acres,  located  in  the  military 

diftria. 

3.  Entries  in  Wafhington  county,  amount- 
ing to  746,362-  acres;  for  214.549:  which 
grlnts  have  already  ifllied.  Of  the  remain- 
ing 53 1,8 1 2j  acres,  a  confiderable  proportion 
were  declared  void  by  the  laws  of  the  State, 
and  were  particularly  excluded  from  the  cover 
of  the  refervation  in  the  deed  of  ceflion,  by  this 
daufc  in  it,  to  wit,  '^  Provided  that  nothing 
herein  contained  fhall  extend,  or  be  conftrucd 

to 
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to  extend,  to  the  making  good  any  entry  or 
entries,  or  any  grant  or  grants,  heretofore  de- 
clared void,  by  any  ad  or  acls  of  the  General 
AlTembly  of  this  State."  Still  it  is  to  be  con- 
iidered,  that  many  of  thefe  perfons  have  fet- 
tled and  improved  the  lands,  are  willing,  as 
it  is  faid,  to  comply  with  fuch  conditions  as 
ilmll  be  required  of  other  purchafers,  from  a 
flrong  barrier  on  the  new  frontier,  acquired 
by  the  treaty  of  Holfton,  and  are  therefore 
objects  meriting  the  confideration  of  the  Legif- 
lature. 

4.  Entries  in  Sullivan  county,  amounting 
to  240,624  acres ;  for  1 73,332  acres  of  which, 
grants  have  already  ilTued ;  of  the  remaining, 
entries,  many  are  certified  void,  and  others 
underflood  to  be  lapfed  or  othervvife  voidable 
imder  the  laws  of  the  State. 

5.  Certain  pre-emption  rights  granted  to 
the  firfl  fettlers  of  Davidfon  coimty,  on  Cum- 
berland River,  amounting  to  390,760  acres. 

6.  A  grant  of  200,000  acres  to  Richard 
Henderfon  and  others  on  Powel's  and  Clinch's 
Rivers,  extending  up  Powel's  River  in  a 
breadth  of  not  lefs  than  4  miles,  and  down 
Clinch's  from  their  junction  in  a  breadth  not 
lefs  than  12  miles.  A  great  part  of  this  is 
within  the  Indian  territory. 

Among  the  grants  of  the  State  now  under 
recapitulation,  as  forming  exceptions  out  of 
the  abfolute  rights  of  the  United  States,   are 

Vql.  IL  M  not 
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not  to  be  reckoned  here  two  grants. of  1,000 
acres  each  to  Alexander  Martin  and  David 
Wilfon,  adjacent  to  the  lands  allotted  to  the 
officers  and  foldlers  ;  nor  a  grant  of  •;i 5, 000 
acres  on  Duck  River  to  the  late  Major  Gene- 
ral Greene;  becaufe  they  are  wholly  within 
the  Indian  territory,  as  acknowledged  by  the 
treaties  of  Hopewell  and  Holfton, 

The  extent  of  the  third  refervation  in  favor 
of  entries  made  in  Armftrong's  Office  is  not 
yet  entirely  known,  nor  can  be  till  the  20th 
of  December  1792,  the  laft  day  given  for  per- 
fecting them:  the  fum  of  certificates  however, 
which  had  been  paid  for  thefe  warrants  into 
the  treafury  of  the  State,  before  the  ^oth  day 
of  May  17905  reaches  in  all  probability  near 
to  their  whole  amount ;  this  was  £373,649:  6s: 
5^.  currency  of  that  State,  and  at  the  price  of 
^£o  the  hundred  acres,  eftablifhcd  by  law, 
fhews  that  warrants  had  iffi.ied  for  3,736,49^ 
acres  ;  for  1,762,660  of  thefe  grants  have  pall- 
ed, which  appear  to  have  been  located  partly 
in  the  counties  of  Greene  and  Hawkins,  and 
pa'tiy  in  the  country  from  thence  to  the  Mif- 
liiiippi,  as  divided  into  Eaftern,  Middle,  and 
W  eltcrn  diftrias.  Almoff  the  whole  of  thefe 
locatifjns,  are  within  the  Indian  territory.  Be- 
fides  the  warrants  paid  for  as  before  mention- 
ed, i":  is  known  that  there  are  fome  others  cut- 
^aDaing  and  not  paid  for  ;  but  perhaps  thefe 
;:-fed  no-:  be  taken  into  account,  as  payment  of 
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them  has  been  difputed  on  the  ground,  that 
the  lands  being  within  the  Indian  territory, 
cannot  now  be  deUvered  to  the  holders  of  thei 
warrants.  .       ^ 

On  a  review  of  all  the  refervations,  afcer 
making  fuch  coniedural  allowance  as  oar  in- 
formation authorizes,  for  the  proportion  of 
them,  which  may  be  within  the  Indian  boun- 
daries, it  appears  probable  that  they  cover  all 
the  ceded  lands  fufceptible  of  culture,  and 
cleared  of  the  Indian  title,  that  is  to  fay,  all 
the  habitable  pans  of  the  two  triangles  before 
rrientioned,  excepting  only  the  lands  fouth  of 
the.  French  Broad,  and  i3ig  Pigeon  Rivers, 
Thefe  were  part  of  the  trad  appropriated  by 
the  laws  of  the  State  to  theufe  of  the  Indiani;, 
whofe  title  being  purchaied  at  the  late  treaty 
of  Horllon,  they  are  now  free  to  be  difpofed 
of  by  the  United  vStates,  and  are  probably  the 
only  lands  open  to  their  difpofal,  within  this 
fouth-wefiern  territory,  which  ^pan  excite  the 
attention  of  purchafers.  They  are  fuppofed 
to  amount  to  about  300,000  acres,  and  we  are 
told  that  300  families  have  already  fet  down 
upon  them  without  right  oriicenfe. 

The  territory  of  the  United  States  north- 
weft  of  the  Ohio,  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
that  river,  on  the  eaft  by  Pennfylvania,  on  the 
north  and  well  by  the  lines  which  divide  the 
United  States  from  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain  and  Spain. 

The 
M  2 


C    n^   3 

The  part  of  this  territory  occupied  by  Indi- 
ansjis  north  and  weft:  af  the  following  lines, 
eft:ablifhcd  with  the  Wiandots,  Delavvares, 
Chippavvas,  and  Ottawas,  by  the  treaty  of 
Fort  M'Intoih,  and,  with  the  Shawanefe',  by 
that  of  the  Great  Miami,  to  wit:  beginning  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Cayahoga,  and  running  up 
the  river  to  the  portage,  between  that  and  the 
Tufcaroras  branch  of  the  MufKingum,  then- 
down  the  faid  branch  to  the  Forls's,  at  the 
crcffing  place  above  Fort  Lawn-ence,  then  weft- 
v»7ardly,  towards  the  portage  of  the  Big  Miami, 
to  the  main  branch  of  that  river,  then  down 
the  Miami  to  the  fork  of  that  river  next  be- 
low the  old  Fort,  which  was  taken  by  the 
French  hi  1752  ^  thence  due  weft:  to  the  river 
Be  la  Fanfe,  and  down  that  river  to  the  Wa- 
balTi.  So  far  the  lines  are  precifely  defined, 
and  the  whole  country  Ibuthward  of  thefe 
lines,  and  eailward  of  the  Wabafti  clear- 
ed of  the  claims  of  thofe  Indians,  as  It  is  alfo 
of  thofe  of  the»Poutiwatimas,  and  Sacs,  by  the 
treaty  of  Muikingum.  How  far  on  the  other 
iide  of  the  Wabaih,  the  foutbern  boundary  of 
the  Indians  has  been  dtfined,  wx  know  nor. 
It  is  only  underilood  in  general,  that  their  title 
to  the  lower  country,  between  that  river  and 
the  Illinois,  has  been  formally  extinguifhed 
by  the  French,  while  in  their  poifeffion.  As 
to  that  country  then,  and  v/hat  lies  ftill  beyond 
the  lilinoisj  is  would  feem  expedient  that  no- 
thing 
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riling  be  done,  till  a  fair  afcertaimnent  of  boun- 
dary cm  take  place,  by  mutual  confent,  be- 
tween us  and  the  Indians  inrerefted. 

The  country  within  the  Wabafli,  the  Indian 
line  before  defcribed,  the  Pennfjlvania  line, 
and  the  Ohio,  contains,  on  a  loofe  eftimate, 
about  55,000  fquare  miles,  or  3s  n^iHions  of 
acres. 

During  the  Britifli  government,  great  num- 
bers of  perfons  had  formed  themfelves  into 
companies  under  different  names,  fuch  as  the 
Ohio,  the  Wabiiche,  the  Illinois,  the  Miiliflip- 
pl,  or  Vandalia  companies,  and  had  covered, 
\vith  their  applications,  a  great  part  of  this 
territory.  Some  of  them  hid  obtained  orders 
on  certain  conditions,  which,  having  never 
been  fulfilled,  their  titles  were  never  complet- 
ed by  grants.-  Others  were  only  in  a  Hate  of 
negociation,  when  the  Eritifli  authority  was 
difcontinued.  Some  of  thefe  claims  being  al- 
ready under  a  fpecial  reference  by  order  of 
Congrefs,  and  all  of  them  probably  fdlling 
under  the  operation  of  the  fame  principkr, 
tlVey  v.'ill  not  be  noticed  in  the  prefent  report. 

The  claims  of  citizens  to  be  here  dated  will 
be, 

I.  Thofe  referved  by  tlie  States  in  their 
deeds  of  cefhon. 

II.  Thofe  which  have  aril^n  under  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Unitevi  States  themfelves. 

M  3  Under 
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Under  the  firft  head  prefents  itfelf  the  trad 
of  country  from  the  completion  of  the  41(1  de- 
gree, to  42  deg  2  min.  of  north  latitude,  and 
extending  from  the  Pennfylvania  line  before 
mentioned,  120  miles  weftward,  not  mentioned 
in  the  deed  of  Connecticut,  while  all  the  coun- 
try vvellward  thereof  was  mentioned  to  be  ce- 
ded ;  about  tv«^o  and  a  half  millions  of  acres  of 
this  may  perhaps  be  without  the  Indian  lines 
before  mentioned, 

2.  A  refervation  in  the  deed  of  Virginia  of 
the  pofTeffions  and  titles  of  the  French  and  Ca-. 
nadian  inhabitants  and  other  fettlers  of  the 
Kaikalkias,  St.  Vincent's,  and  the  neighbour* 
ing  villages,  who  had  profelTed  themfelves  ci* 
tizens  of  Virginia,  which  rights  have  been  fet^ 
tied  by  an  ad  of  the  lad  cenionofCangrefs,en- 
titled,  "  An  ad  for  granting  lands  to  the  inha* 
bitants  and  fettlers  at  Vincennes  and  the  iri-. 
nois  country  in  the  territory  north  well:  of  ihe^ 
Ohio,  and  for  confirming  them  in  their  poflef- 
fions."  Thefe  lands  are  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  feveral  villages. 

3.  A  refervation  ia  the  fame  deed  of  a  quan- 
tity not  exceeding  150,000  acres  of  land  for 
General  George  Rogers  Clarke,  and  the  ofH- 
cers  and  f  )ldiers  of  his  regiment  who  were  at 
the  redudion  of  Kall^aikias,  and  St.  Vincent's, 
to  be  laid  off  in  fuch  place  on  the  north-well 
llde  of  the  Ohio,  as  a  majority  of  the  officers 
fliould  choofe.     They   cbofe  they  fliould  be 
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lai-d  ofF  on  the  river  adjacent  to    the  Rapids, 
which  accordingly  has  been  done. 

4.  A  refervation,  in  the  fame  deed,  of  lands 
between  the  Sciota  and  Little  Miami,  to  make 
up  to  the  Virginia  troops  on  continental  eda- 
biifhment  the  quantity  which  the  good  lands, 
in  their  fouthern  alicrments,  might  fiill  fliort 
of  the  bounties  given  them  by  the  laws  of 
that  State.  By  a  flatement  of  the  i6th  of. 
September,  178,8,  it  appears  that  724,045'  a- 
cres  had  been  fui  veyed  for  them  on  the  fouth- 
eaitern  fide  of  the  Ohio;  that  i->39  S^3^5\  ^'cres 
had  been  furveyed  on  the  north-weftern  fide ; 
that  vv^arrants  for  649^649  acres  more,  to  be 
laid  off  on  the  fame  iide  cf  the  river,  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  furveyor,  and  it  was  fuppofed 
there  might  (lill  be  feme  few  v/arrants  not  yet: 
prefented ;  fo  that  this  refervation  may  be 
ilated  at  2,015,034]  acres,  or  perhaps  fome 
fmall  matter  mo  e. 

JI.  The  claims  of  individual  citizens  deriv- 
ed from  the  United  States  themfeives  are  the 
following  : 

I.  Thofe  of  the  continental  army,  founded 
on  the  refoiutions  of  Congrefs  of  September  j6, 
lyyS,  Auguil  12,  and  September  30,  3785, 
and  fixed  by  the  ordinance  of  May  20,  17811. 
The  refolution  of  Oclober  27.,  1787,  and  the 
fupplemeafary  ordinance  of  July  9,  1788,  in 
the  feven  ranges  of  townihips,  beginning  at 
a  point  on  the  Ohio,  due  north  from  the  wefi- 

ern 
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ern  termination  of  a  line  then  lately  ran,  as 
the  fouthern  boundary  of  Penniylvania :  or  in 
a  fecond  trad  of  a  million  of  acres,  bounded 
eafl  by  the  7th  range  of  the  fad  town- 
fhips,  foath  by  the  lands  of  Culler  and 
Sargent;  north,  by  an  extenfion  of  the  notth- 
ern  boundary  of  the  faid  townfnips ;  and 
going  towards  the  weft  fo  far  as  to  in- 
clude the  above  quantity  ;  or  laftly,  in  a  third 
trad  of  country;  beginning  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohio,  and  running  up  the  MiiliilippI  to 
the  river  Au  Vaufe,  thence  up  the  fame  till  it 
meets  a  weft  line  from  the  mouth  oftheL'ttle 
Wabafli ;  thence  along  that  line  to  the  G^eat 
Wabafh  ;  thence  down  the  fame  and  the  Ohio 
to  the  beginning.  The  fum  total  of  the  faid 
military  claims  is  1,851,800  acres. 

2.  Thofe  of  the  individuals  who  made  piir- 
chafes  of  land  at  New  York,  within  the  faid 
fcven  ranges  of  townfnips,  according  to  the 
refolutions  ofCongrefs  of  April  12,  1787,  and 
the  fipplementary  ordinance  of  July  9,  1781, 
which  claims  amount  to  150,896   acres. 

3.  The  purchafe  of  one  million  and  a  half 
acres  of  land  by  Cutler  and  Sargent,  on  behalf 
of  ceitain  individuals,  aflbciaited  under  the 
name  of  the  Ohio  company.  This  begins 
whtre  tlie  Ohio  is  intcrfeded  by  the  weftern 
boundary  of  the  7th  range  of  townfliips,  and 
runs  due  north  on  that  boundary  130b  chains 
and  25  linkij  ;  thence  due  weft  to  the  weftern 
boundary  of  the    J7Ch  range  of  townftiips; 

thencc 
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thence  d'de  ioutli  to  the  Ohio,  and  up  that  rU 
ver  to  the  beginning;  the  whole  aiea  con- 
taining 1,781,750  acres  of  land,  whereof 
281,760  acres,  confiiling  of  various  lots  and 
townilirps,    are  referved  to  the  United  States. 

4.  The  piirchafe  by  the  fame  Cutler  and 
Sa^-gcnt  on  behalf  alfo  of  thenifelves  and- 
others.  This  begins  at  the  north-eailern  an- 
gle of  the  tracl  of  their  purchafe  before  de- 
fcribed,  and  runs  due  north  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  tenth  townfhip  from  the  Ohio  ; 
thence  due  weil,  to  the  Scioto  ;  thence  down 
the  fame,  and  up  the  Ohio  to  the  fouth  wefl- 
ern  angle  of  the  fiid  purchafe  before  defcrib- 
ed,  and  along  the  weflern  and  northern  boun- 
daries thereof  to  the  beginning  ;  the  whole  a- 
rea  containing  4,901,480  acres  of  land,  out  of 
which,  however,  live  lots,  to  wit,  Nos.  8,  11, 
16,  25,  and  29  of  every  townfnip,  of  lix  miles 
fquare,  are  retained  by  the  United  States,  and 
out  of  the  whole  are  rctainedthe  three  tov>'nflnps 
of  Gnadenhutten,  Schoenbrun,  and  Salem  ; 
and  certain  lands  around  them,  as  will  be 
hereafter  mentioned. 

5.  The  purchafe  of  John  Cleve  Symmes, 
bounded  on  the  weft  by  the  Great  Miami ;  on 
the  fouth  by  the  Ohio  ;  on  tlie  eaft  by  a  lins 
which  is  to  begin  on  the  bank  of  the  Ohio  20 
miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  great  Miami,  as 
meafured  along  the  feveral  comfes  of  the  O- 
hio,  and  to  run  parallel  wnih  the  general 
couife  of  the  faid  Great  Miami  j  and  on  the 
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north  by  an  eait  and  wefl  line,  fo  rnn  as  to  in- 
clude a  million  of  acres  in  the  whole  area, 
\vhereof  five  lots,  numh^ered  as  before  nienti*. 
oned,  are  refer ved  out  of  every  town (liip  by  the 
United  Stares, 

It  is  fugi^efted  that  this  purchafer  under  co- 
lour of  firll  and  larger  propcfition  to  the 
board  of  treafury,  which  was  never  clofed, 
(but  pending  that  propofition),  fold  fundry 
parcels  of  land,  between  this  eaftern  bounda- 
ry before  mentioned,  and  the  Little  Miami  •. 
and  that  the  purchafershave  fettled  thereoHc 
If  thefe  fuggeftions  prove  true,  the  fettlers 
\vili,  perhaps,  be  thought  to  merit  the  favour 
of  the  Icgidature,  as  purchafers  for  valuable 
coniidcration,  and  without  notice-  of  thedefed; 
of  title. 

The  contrads  for  lands  which  v/ere  at  one 
rime  under  confideratic»n  "with  Mcffrs.  Flia 
and  Parker,  and  with  CoL  Morgan,  were  never 
fo  far  profecuted  as  to  bring  either  party  un- 
der any  ob'igation.  All  proceedings  thereon 
were  difcontinued  at  "a  very  early  (lage,  and  it 
is  fuppofed  that  no  further  vicv/s  exift  wirh 
any  party.  Thefe,  therefore,  are  not  to  be. 
enumerated  among  exifting  claims. 

6.  Three  townfhips  were  referved  by  the 
ordinance  of  May  20,  17^5,  adjacent  to  Lake 
Erie,  for  refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova-Sco^ 
tia,  and  for  other  purpofes,  according  to  refo- 
lurions  of  Congrefs,    made  or  to   be  made  on 

that 
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that  fubjeel.      Thefe  would  of  courfe  contala 
69,120  acres. 

7.  The  fame  ordinance  of  May  20,  1785, 
appropriated  the  three  towns  of  Gnade-nhutteo, 
Schoenbrun,  and  Salem  on  the  Mufkingum, 
for  the  Chriltian  Indians  formerly  fettled 
there,  or  the  remains  of  that  fociery,  with  the 
grounds  round  about  them,  and  the  quantity 
the  faid  circumjacent  grounds,  for  each  of  the 
faivl  towns,  was  determined  by  the  refolutioa 
of  Congrefs  of  September  3d,  1788,  to  be  fo 
much  as,  with  the  plot  of  its  refpecSliive  town, 
fhould  make  up  40C0  acres;  fo  that  the  three 
towns  and  their  circumjacent  lands  were  to  a- 
mount  to  1 2,000  acres.  This  refervation  was 
accordingly  made  out  of  the  larger  purchafe 
k)f  Cutler  and  Sargent,  which  comprehended 
them.  The  Indians,  however,  for  whom  the 
refervation  was  made,  have  chofen  to  emigrate 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  fo  that 
the  lands  referved  for  them  ftill  remain  to  the 
United  States, 

On  the  whole,  it  appears  that  the  United 
States  may  rightfully  difpofe  of  all  the  lands, 
between  the  Wabafh,  the  Ohio,  Pennfylvania, 
the  forty-fiiil  parallel  of  latitude,  and  the  In- 
dian lines  defcribed  in  the  treaties  of  the 
Great  Miami,  and  Fort  M'Intofh,  with  excep- 
tions only  of  the  rights  faved  by  the  deed  of 
iCeffion  of  Virginia,  and  of  all  rights  legally  de- 
jliyed  from   the  government  of  the  United 

States, 
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States,  and  fuppofing  the  parts  foiith  of  the' 
Inoi.n  lines,  to  contain  as  before  conjedured, 
about  35  millions  of  acres,  and  that  the  claims 
of  citiz-zns  before  enumerated  raiiy  amount  to 
between  tbii teen  and  fourteen  nnllions,  there 
remain  at  the  difpofal  of  the  United  States 
upwards  of  twenty-one  millions  of  acres,  in 
this  north-wcftern  quarter. 

And  though  the  want  of  a6i:ual  furveys  of 
fome  parts,  and  of  a  general  delineation  of  the 
whole  on  paper,  fo  as  to  exhibit  to  the  eye  the 
locations,  forms,  and  relative  poiitions  of  the 
lights  before  defcribed,  may  prevent  our 
forming  a  well  defined  idea  of  them  at  this 
dillance,  yet,  on  the  fpot  thefe  difficulties  exilt 
but  in  a  fmall  degree  :  the  individuals  there 
employed  in  the  details  of  buying,  felling, 
and  locating,  poifefs  Iccal  information  of  the 
parts  which  concern  them,  fo  as  to  be  able  to 
keep  clear  of  each  other's  rights ;  or,  if  in  fome 
inllances  a  conflicl  of  claims  fliould  arife,from 
any  want  of  certainty  in  their  definition,  a 
local  judge  will  doubtlefs  be  provided  to  de- 
cide them  without  delay,  at  lead  provifional- 
]y.  Time,  inflead  of  clearing  up  thefe  uncer- 
tainties, will  cloud  them  the  more,  by  the 
death  or  removal  of  witneffes,  the  difappear- 
ance  of  lines  and  marks,  change  of  parties,  and 
other  cafualties. 

TH.  JEFFERSON,  Secretary  of  State. 
NoveKiber  8,  1791. 
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LIOUGIT  the  fVJIowing  oblervations  are 
writrea  in  theEngUrii  language,  in  con - 
fequence  of  its  being  mod  familiar  to  the  per- 
fons  by  v^hom  they  are  fuggeiied  ;  yet  in  will 
be  evident  to  an  attentive  reader,  that  they  are 
ill  general  applicable  to  the  greater  part  ofEu- 
ropean  States.     In  what   degree  they  are  ap- 
plicuble  to  England  in  particular,  it  would  be 
I  prefaniption    to    determine.       That    queftioa 
I  mulf  be  fubmiiied  to  the  confideration  of  the 
■  dandid   and  judicio-js,       Britain,   it   is    true, 
though  fne  can  boad  a  conltitution  which  hath 
:  been  the  pride  of  her  own  fons,—- the  admira- 
tion of  foreign  philofophers, — and  which  will 
ever  be  the  envy  of  foreign  nobleile  ;  cannot 
boad   that  her  ilrength  and  her  beauty  have 
been  unimpaired  by  time,  that  her  virtue  hath 
uniformly  rcfifted   the   iafidious  corrupter. — - 
Did  ever  any  hamin  iniiitution  exift  for  cen- 
turies without  being  at  all  abufed  and  deform- 
ed ?     What  if  our  iegiflature  had  become  cor- 
rupt,—-our   prelates,  courriers, — our  fpiritual 
guides,  but  blind  leaders  of  the  blind;  what 
if  our  boroughs  had   become  the  theatres   of 
N  2  riot 
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riot  ?.nd  cabal,-— our  courts  of  juftice  lbs 
Ichools  of  cbicanery, — and  our  caflles*  the 
haunts  of  excifemcn  ;  what  if  our  arms  bad 
been  employed  to  carry  bioodflied  and  devaf- 
tation  to  the  remotcft  regions  of  the  globe, — 
our  revenue  proflituted  to  debauch  the  virtu- 
ous, and  to  reward  the  guilty, — our  laws  per- 
verted to  punifli  the  patriot,  and  to  fcreen  the: 
incendiary;  what  if  our  burthens  had  been 
accumulated ;.  w' hat  if  our  agriculture  had  been^ 
checked  by  tythes,  our  nianufaclures  fettered 
by  excifes,  and  our  commerce  oppreiTed  by 
monopolies ;-— ftili  inould  we  not  Ihiink  froni^ 
the  dodlrine  advanced  by  a  celebrated  repub- 
lican, that  the  fun  of  her  glory  is  fad  defcend- 
ing  to  the  hoiizon,  that  her  philofophy  has^ 
croired  the  channel, — her  freedom  the  Atlan- 
tic, and  herftif  painng  to  that  awful  diifolu- 
ticn,  whofe  iilas  is  not  given  human forefigbt- 
to  fcan  §  ? 

But  we  dare  not  make  thefe  aiTcrtions.  We. 
would  afleit  nothing,  w^hich  w-e  are  not  war- 
ranrcd  by  hiLrji  authority  in  ailerting/  By 
high  authority.— -the  aurhiority  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons, — we  are  warranted  in  aircriing, 
iba:  ^'  the  influence  of  the  crown  hath  increaf- 

ed, 

*  An  appellation  formerly  gl^^en    10  the  lioufcs  of 
Engliilimen. 

§  Notes  on  the  State  of  Virghiia,  by  Thomas  Jef- 
fcrfon^  i787;pr-ge  iii. 


INTRODUCTION.  I49 

ed,  is  increafmg,  and  ought  to  be  dimlniflied." 
I   By  high  authority, — the  authority  of  his  grace 
!:  the  Duke  or  Richmond,* — we  are  warranted 
j  in  alTerting,  that  ''  the  number  of  perfcns  who 
j  are  fulTcred  to  vote  for  electing  the  members 
of  the  Houfe  of  Common?,  do  not  at  this  time 
I  amount  to  onefixth  part  of  the  whole  commons 
j  of  this  realm,  whereby  far  the  greater  part  of 
I  the  faid  commons  are  deprived  of  their  right 
1  to  eled  their  reprefentatives,  and  the  confent 
I  of  the  majority  of  the   whole  community  to 
\  the  pafnng  of  laws,  is  given  by  perfuns  whom 
I  they  have  not  delegated  for  that  purpofe,  and 
:  the  majority  of  the  community,  are  governed 
,  by  laws  made  by  a  very  fmall  part."     By  high 
\  authority, — the  authority  of  the  fame  Duke  of 
;  Richmond, — the  prefent  Duke  of  Norfolk, — 
\  Earl  Stanhope, — the  right  honourable  Willi- 
I  am  Pitt5§  &c.  &:c. — we  are  warranted  in  af- 
^  fcrting,  that    ^'  without   a  parliamentary   re- 
formation,   neither  the   liberty  of  the   nation 
can  be   preferved,    nor  the  permanence  of  a 
Vv'ife  and  virtuous  adminiilration  be  fecure." 
!      It  is  the  peculiar  happinefs  of  Britain  that 
I        .  N    3  Ihe 

^   See  his  bill   entitled,   ''  An  acl  for  declai'ing  and 
refloring  the  natural,  unalienable,   and  equal  right  of 
all  the  commons  of  Great  Britain  (infants,  &c.  except- 
ied,)  to  vote  in  the  election  of  their  reprefentatives.'' 

§  See  the  refolutions  at  a  numerous  and  refpedable 
meeting  of  members  of  parliament^  &c.  May  16;  1782. 


150  INTRODUCTION. 

file  has  now  at  the  helm,  men  who  have  been' 
fenfible  of  the  danger  of  the  vefTel;  and  who 
have  flood  foremoll  to  refcue  her  from  deftruc-- 
tion.     The  nation  rehed  much  upon  their  in- 
tegrity,— expedled  much  from  the  ardour,  the- 
fteadinefs,  and  the  magnitude  of  their  exer- 
tions.    Nor  has  fhe  been  entirely  difappoint- 
ed.     Ere  a  year  had  ehipfed,   v;ith  what  zeal 
did  the   right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of 
the   Exchequer,  and    the  fiifl    Lord    of  the" 
Treafury,  come  forward  in  fupport  of  a  parli- 
amentary reform  ?      Ere  ten   years  from   the' 
peace  were  accomplifhed,  with  what  attention 
to  the  eafe  and  intereils  of  the  people,  did  hc 
wif li  the  aid  of  exemplary  economy,  and  un- 
paralleled   ildll  in   finance,  relieve  a   nation- 
burthcned  with  nearly  feventeen  millions  of 
taxes,  of   threcj  hundred  and    tv/enty  thou- 
sands, in  confequence  of  v/hich  amazing  re- 
dudion,  an  individual  who  before  paid  in  tax- 
es twenty  fix  pounds  annually,  will  now^  pay 
little  mcr^  than  twenty  five  pounds  ten  itiil-- 
1  ngs. 

When  in  former  times,  did  the  people  en- 
joy fo  much  encouragement  to  feek  a  redrefs^ 
of  grievances  ?  When  had  they  ever  equal 
rcafon  to  defire  fuch  a  reformation  in  parlia- 
ment, as  v/ill  fccure  "  permanence  to  a  wife^ 
and  virtuous  admiuiftration  ?"  Let  them  feek 
that  reform,  therefore  by  temperate  and  firm, 
%rA  conftitutional   exertions.     It   is  true  in- 

deccf. 
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deed  (If  we  may  venture  to  adopt  the  fevers 
langLfage  of  his  grace  of  Richmond*)  "  the 
people  have  been  fo  often  deceived,  that  they 
will  row  fcarcely  trnit  any  fet  of  men :" — 
and  if  after  all  their  pleafmg  expedations, 
their  exertions  fhould  again  prove  ineffedual ; 
— if  after  all,  they  fiiould  have  the  mortliica- 
tion  of  feeing  a  body  of  men  in  whom  all  their 
hopes  center,  reluctantly  retire  Rom  the  poft 
of  honour  and  of  duty,  without  being  able  to 
accomplifh  their  labours  of  patriotifm  ; — it  is 
then,  and  in  fuch  circamflances  only,  that  the 
editors  wifn  their  fellow  citizens  to  confider 
the  fjUowing  refltclions  as  addrell^^d  to  En- 
glifhmenr 


*  ■  Letter  to  Col -Sh  arm  an.- 
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THOUGHTS 

O  N 

EMIGRATION. 

HE  ccnfiderations  which  fiiggefl  thcm- 
_^    felves  to  our  minds  upon  this  fubjecl,  we 
flicdl  ftate  under  the  four  following  heads  : 

I.  Reafons  for  thinking  of  a  removal. 

II.  The  difccuragements  attending  it. 

III.  The  mod  eligible  country  for  removing 
to. 

IV.  The  (leps   to  be  taken  by  tliofe   who 
have  it  in  contemplation. 

REASONS  FOR  REMOVING, 


Among  thefe  may  be  mentioned, 

I.   Ths  dijjerence   of  the  public  burthens   m 
Auierica^  and  in  t  urope, 

Upcn  r.n  average,  a  family  of  iTx  perfons, 
one    European   flate,  pays  in   taxes   every 
year,  upwards  of  feventeen  pounds.     In  Ame- 
rica;. 


rn 
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rica,  a  family  of  the  fame  fize,  pays  only  thir- 
ty niililngs   a    year.     Yet  life,    libertv,    and 
property,  are  ctrtainly,  at  this  firjiiil  cxpence,- 
at  Icaft  as  well  fecureci  in  America,  as  in  this 
quarter  of  the  <.',lobe. 

"    I  defy   (fays    the    author  of  a  valuable 
pamphlet)   any  perfon  to   produce,    from   the 
mofi:  defpotic  ftates,  an  inft'  nee  of  a  nation  la-^ 
bouring    under   fuch   accumulated   taxes  and 
coiifcqaent  dillrcfs,  as  that  which  preifes  upon' 
the  pe  )ple  of  Great  Britain.     One  half  of  the 
quantum  o{  OUT  grievances  was  found  fufiicienc 
to   overthrow   the  fabric  of  French  tyranny,  ■ 
one  half  of  the  mifery  under  which  we  groan, 
would  raife,  in  the  moil  abfolute  governments - 
ofAfia,   a    cry  of  vengeance  I  which  would- 
caule  the  tyrant  to  totter  on  his  throne. 

*'  I  have  travelled  over  a  large  proportion- 
of  the  empire  of  Turkey,  one  ,of  the  moft  def- 
potic countries  in  tlie  world;  and  the  relative 
li.uati:)n  of  the  people  of  Turkey,  and  that  of 
England,  appears  to  ii:e  to  (land  nearly  as  fol- 
lows.->— In  Turkey,  I  found  that  a  peafi^nt  or 
labouring  mechanic,  by  three  or  four  days  mo- 
derate labour  in  the  w^ek,  c-'Mild  maintain  a 
numerous  family  of  children  :  In  England,  on 
the  contrary,  the  peafant  or  mechanic  is  often 
deterrcid  from  marriage  by  the  difficulty  of  ob-- 
tai ng  bread  ;  and  fliould  he  venture  upon  a 
v.ife,  he  iinds  that  fix  days  incdfant  labour 
fcarcely  en^ibles  him  to  fapport  his  fasriiy 

thro  ac;h 
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^through  the  week.  In  Turkey,  the  great  bo- 
dy of  the  people  participate  largely  in  all  the 

^^natural  produclions  of  tlie  country:  In  En- 
gland, on  the  contrary,  the  peafant,  or  labour- 
ing mechanic,  is  feldom  peimittcd  to  indulge 

gin  the  comi"Oi  ts  of  his  climate,  procured  as  they 
are  by  the  labour  of  his  hands :  In  Turkey, 
a  man  may  be  poor  with  impunity  :  a  moder- 
ate  man  may  lit  down  unniolefted,  in  the  phi- 

■lofophical  enjoyments  cf  rempciance,  and  lei- 
fure  rendeied  gratefal,  by  the  viciilitude  of  toil 
without  tdiU^ue.     But  in  England,  wher£  the 

..poor  are  perfccuted  as  much  as  they  are  defpi- 
fed,  relaxaiton  from  labour  is  a  bleiling  which 
they  never  can  enjoy.  In  fuch  a  country  as 
this,  it  would  be  in  vain  for  a  man  to  fiay,  My 
defires  are  far  removed  from  the  paths  of  am- 

.^bition,  I  am  fatisfied  with  the  Ample  produce 
of  my  garden  ;  why,  then,  ihould  I  toil  for  e- 
vcr  ?— But  you  mufl  labour  tor  me,  cries  his 

.grace  the  Archbiihop- — and  for  me,  cries  the 

,,-excifeman — and  for  me,   and  for  me,   and  for 

, me,  exclaim  a  crowd  of  court  parahtes,  and 
royal  myrmydons  ;  fo  that  after  fubmitting  to 
their  claims,  and  fatisfying  the  demands  of  the 
landed  penlioncr.  the  poor  man  finds,  that,  of 
fix  days  incefiant  toil,  nothing  remains  to 
Iiimfeif  and  his  unhappy  family,  but  a  little 
black  break  to  moiiten  wnth  .their  tears." 
(A  Review  of  the  Conflitution  of  Great  Bii- 
lain.)  '^^-^« 

Though 
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"Though  we  have  quoted  this  paffage  as  con- 
taining a  curious  repre.fentation  of  important 
fadls  ;  yet  we  would  by  no  means  avail  our- 
fclves  of  it,  as  giving  any  aGdition  il  weight  to 
our  nrgunients.  Thefe,  we  would  remind  the 
readerjare  to  be  applied  to  England,  only  upon 
the  fuppofitian  that  adminiftration  fhould  be 
unable  to  profccute  thofe  plans  of  rcformatic^n 
which  men  ot  the  greateft  rcfpt^lability  in  ad- 
minitlration  formerly  delineated.  And  even 
with  regard  to  its  prefent  condition,  exceptions 
to  the  above  eftimate  muil  undoubtedly  be 
made  in  favour  of  the  more  profperous  coun- 
ties, in  the  more  profperous  ftate  of  theii  ma- 
nufadurcs. 

2.  7he  difficulty  of  obtaining  juflice,  from  the 
expence  of  fuits  and  the  ccw plication  of  the 
laws. 

We  are  perpetually  told,  that  the  laws  are 
the  fame  for  the  rich  and  for  the  poor.  How 
long  are  we  to  be  deluded  with  ihis  impofmg 
fopbiflry?  We  all  know  that  a  poor  m.an 
would  be  cru  llied  in  fee  king  juftice  from  the 
Yquire  :  and  that  the  'Iqaire  himfelf  might  be 
ruined,  in  vindicating  his  rights  in  qppofition 
to  the  overgrown  wealth  of  a  peer. 

Even  in  criminal  cafes,  we  often  fufFer  the 
ruffian  and  the  plunderer  to  continue  his  de- 
predations, rather  than  iiazard  his  eicape  by 

legal 
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legal  quibbles*,  or  incur  the  expence  of  bring-* 

ing  him  to  puniihment. 

3.  The  intricacy  of  the  laws,  and  the  vexatious 
hindrance  to  fubjlantial  jujlice-^  from  the  fre^ 
quent  failure  in  the  forms  of  proceedings. 

As  an  illuftration  of  this  obfcfvation,  we 
would  quote  what  Barlow  fajs  in  referpence 
to  England  in  particular.    "  As  to  the  general 

*  On  Saturday,  September  15th  1792,  Ifaac  Moore, 
a  letter-carrier,  belonging  to  the  General  j-'oft-C  ince, 
was  tried  for  taking  a  bank-note  out  of  two  letters- 
It  was  proved  that  one  half  of  the  faid  note  had  been 
fent  on  the  2  ift  of  June,  and  the  other  half  by  the  poft 
on  the  following  day,— that  neither  of  the  letter?  con- 
taining thefe  halves,  had  been  delivered  to  the  perfon 
to  whom  they  were  directed,  and  that  the  fame  bank- 
note, joined  together,  had  -been  offered,  by  the  pr:fon- 
er,  in  payment  for  a  great  coat.  The  jury  pronounc- 
ed him  guilty.  However,  the  counfel  for  the  priibner 
took  a  legal  objection-  In  the  preamble  of  the  acl:  of 
Parhament,  for  fecuring  the  fiife  delivery  of  letters,  it 
is  faid  ^^  that  for  the  better  fecuring  the  fafe  delivery  of 
a  letter  or  letters  containing,  a  bank-note  or  hanh^ 
fiotes''*  Thefe  words,  it  M^as  averted,  could  not  apply 
to  the  prefent  cafe,  becaufe  neither  of  the  letters  llol- 
en,  contained    a  hank-note^  but  only  hulfz.  one. 

The  judge  faid,  that  the  ohjeCiion  ivas  worthy  of 
confideration.     He  declined  giving  any  opimon  upon 

it  now;    BUT   RESERVED    IT  TOll   THE  DETERMINA- 
TION   OF  THE    TWELVE    JUDGES, 

Vol.  11.  O  fyftem 


C     «58     ] 

fyftem  of  the  laws,  on  u^hicli  all  property  de- 
pends, no  man  in  the  kingdom  knows  them, 
and  no  man  pretends  to  know  them.  They 
are  a  fathomlefs  abyfs,  that  exceeds  all  human 
faculties  to  found.  They  are  fludied  not  to 
be  underftood,  but  to  be  difputed  :  not  to  give 
information,  but  to  breed  .  confufion.  The 
man  whofe  property  is  depending  on  a  fuit  at: 
law,  dares  not  look  into  the  gulph  that  fepa- 
lates  him  from  the  wifhed  for  decifion  :  he; 
has  no  confideDce  in  hirnfelf,  nor  in  reafon, 
nor  in  juilice  :  he  mounts  on  the  back  of  a  i 
lawyer,  like  one  of  Mr.  Burke's  heroes  in  chi- 
valry, between  the  wings  of  a  griffin,  and  trufts 
the  pilotage  of  a  man,  who  is  fuperior  to  hirn- 
felf only  in  the  confidence  which  refuhs  from 
having  nothing  at  flake."  (See  Barlow's  Ad- 
vice to  the  privileged  orders,  page   126,  ^c«) 

4.  T/je  love  of  indefendence. 

To  fay  nothing  of  the  needlcfs  inequality 
of  fafik,  it  wnll  fuffice  to  obferve,  that  in 
Europe  the  divifion  of  property  is  fo  unequal, 
that  in  many  places,  the  haughty,  tyrannizing 
difpoiition  of  the  great  land-holders,  ai^.d  tlie 
degrading  fervility  of  their  dependents,  cannot 
fail  to  remind  one  of  the  ages  of  feudal  barba- 
lifm.  A  debafement  of  foul,  aud  a  deflrudtive 
ignorance,  is  the  necefiary  effe£l  upon  both 
parties.    In  manufaduring  ccumries,  the  evil 

is 
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is  fcarcely  lelTened.  How  precarious  is  the 
frtuAtion  of  our  maiiufactaring  labourers  ? 
What  fad  reveifes  do  they  experience,  through 
tile  iaiiabihty  of  trade  :  an  initabihty,  vvhiclx 
induces  extravagance  and  idlenefs  in  profper- 
oas  times,  and  gives  poignancy  to  want  and 
poverty  wh-n  trade  decliiies,  tho''  but  for  a 
feafon.  It  has  been  rernaiked  by  a  late  hiilo- 
rian  of  the  city  of  Lyons,  in  France,  that  the 
life  of  the  manufaduiers  there,  (tho'  the  fame 
as  elfewherej  is  fo  varified  by  too  much  hard 
labour,  and  too  much  diffipation,  by  too  fre- 
quent alterations  of  poverty  and  plenty,  that 
a  manufaclurhig  family  has  never  been  able 
to  rear  a  third  generation.  Too  much,  and 
too  inceffant  labour  for  a  period,  induces  ig- 
norance, for  it  cuts  off  the  means  (the  time) 
of  knowledge:  it  induces  drunkennefs  and 
diiripation,  and  ultimately  idlenefs;  for  relax- 
ation being  neceffary,  great  carryings  in  a  fliort 
time,  tempt  to  unnecefiaiy  indulgence.  Hence 
habitual  didipation,  vice  and  difeafe.  And 
after  all,  what  is  the  end  of  their  labours  ?  In 
a  great  part  of  our  m.anufadorie3,the  only  end 
of  them  h  to  feed  the  vanity  of  thofe  called 
the  great,  inilead  of  prcviding  the  real  necef- 
faries  and  comforts  of  life.  The  poor  are  o- 
verwoikcd  to  gratify  the  pride  of  the  rich : 
and  one  part  of  the  community  is  kept  in  ig- 
norance, for  the  fake  of  fupporting  the  other 
ill  vice.  Children  are  torn  from  their  parents: 
O  2  the 
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the  connexion  between  parent  and  child  is^ 
prematurely  cut  off:  natural  aftedion  is  extirpa  i 
ted  : — fomeof  them  become  vidlims  to  avarice, 
^vhilfl  others  are  returned  from  the  fadorie^ 
to  their  refpe<^ive  parifhes,  ufelcfs  members  ol 
the  community,  with  conltitutions  probably 
very  much  impaired,  and  in  no  refped:  trained 
for  that  fituation  in  life,  which  is  afterwards 
to  afford  them  the  means  of  an  honed  liveli- 
hood. When  GoniideriLig  fuch  fa£ls  as  thefe, 
Europeans  have  no  great  reafon  to  congratu- 
late  themfeives  in  the  affylum  v.hich  our  ma- 
nufadories  afford  from  the  fcorns  and  oppref- 
Hon  of  the  lords  of  the  foil. 

In  America,  both  the  laws  and  the  ftate  of 
fociety,  form  a  barrier  againft  thefe  evils.- 
There  the  labourer  feels  his  importance  :  be- 
caufe  labour  is  fcarcf,  and  land  abundant.-^ 
Tiie  principal  employments  are  the  cultivat- 
ing of  the  earth,  and  providing  the  cultivators 
of  the  earth  with  houfes,  and  cloathing,  and 
fuinituie,  and  utcniih.  Little  therefore  de- 
pends upon  the  caprice  of  failjion  :  and  tolera- 
bly good  workmen  are  fure  to  find  employ- 
ment. Nor  is  the  tradefman  retrained  by 
corporation  laws,  from  fitting  up  his  bufinefs. 
He  is  hee  of  the  whole  country.  Nor  is  the 
hu(band-man  humbled  and  harraffed  by  feu- 
dal fervices  to  a  lord,  by  tytbes  or  by  game- 
laws.  Land  iifelf  is  not  fo  monopolized  as  to 
be  out  of  the  reach  of  a  pcrfon  of  fmall  pro- 
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[     i6i     ] 

perty.  For  a  very  inconfiderable  fum,  he  may 
have  as  much  as  he  could  vvifli,  and  miiy  call 
it  his  own*. 

'•  Society  (obferves  the  American  Farm- 
€vj,  t'  is  not  compofed,  as  in  Europe,  of  great 
lords  who  pofiefs  every  thing,  and  of  a  herd 
of  people  who  have  nothuig.  Here  are  no 
ariiiocratical  f\imilies,  no  courts,  no  kings,  no 

*  The  unoccupied  lands  are  fold  by  theftate  (Penn- 
fylvania)  for  about  fix  guineas,  inclullve  of  all  charg- 
es^, per  hundred  acres-     But  as  moft  of  the  lands  that 
are  fettled,  are  procured  from  perfons  who  had  pur- 
chafed  them  from  the  fliate,  they  are   fold  to  the  firft 
fettler  for  a  much  higher  price-    The  quahty   of  the 
foil ;  its  vicinit}^  to  mills,  court-houfes,  places  of  wor- 
/hip,  and  navigable  water;  die  diffcance  of  land  carriage 
to  the  fea  ports  of  Philadelphia  or  Baltimore,  and  the 
nature  of  the  roads,  all  influence  the  price  of  land  to 
the  iirft  fettler.     Tlie  quantity  of  cleared  land,   and 
the  nature  of  the  improvements,  added  to  all  the  above 
■circumilances,  influence  the  price  of  farms  to  the  fecon  A 
-and  third  fettlers.     Kence  the   price   of  land  to   the 
firft  fettler  is  from  a  quarter  of  a  guinea  to  two  gui- 
neas per  acre,  and  the  price  of  farms  is  from  one  Gui- 
nea to  ten  guineas  per  acre,  to  the  fecond  and  third  fet- 
tjers,  according  as  the  land  is  varied  by  the  before 
mentioned  circumifcances.       When  the  firfc  fettler  is 
.  unable  to  purchafe,  he  often  takes  a  tracl  of  land  for 
feven  years  on  a  leafe,    and  contracts,  inflead  of  pay- 
ing a  rent  in  calh,  to  clear  fifty  acres  of  land,  to  build 
a, log  cabin,  and  a  barn,  and  to  plant  an  orchard  on  it. 
This  tract,  after  the  expiration  of  this  leafe>  fells  or 
(  jjerxts^  for  a  coniiderable  profit.     Morfe  p.  316. 
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bifliops,  no  ecclefiaflical  dominion,  no  invifi^ 
ble  power  giving  to  a  few  a  very  vifible  one, 
no  great  manufadures  employing  thoufands, 
no  great  refinements  of  luxury.  The  rich 
and  the  poor  are  not  fo  far  removed  from 
each  other  as  they  are  In  Europe.  Some  few 
tovi^ns  excepted,  we  are  all  tillers  of  the  earth, 
from  Nova  Scotia  to  Weft  Florida.  We  are 
a  people  of  cultivators,  fcattered  over  an  im- 
menfe  territory,  communicating  with  each  o- 
ther^  by  means  of  good  roads  and  navigable 
rivers,  united  by  the  iilken  bands  of  mild  go- 
vernment, all  refpeding  the  laws,  wdthout 
dreading  their  power,  becaufe  they  are  equi- 
table. We  are  all  animated  with  the  fpirit 
of  an  induftry  which  is  unfettered  and  unre- 
ftrained,  becaufe  each  perfon  works  for  him- 
felf.  It  he  travels  through  our  rural  diftrids, 
he  views  not  the  hoilile  caftle  and  the  haugh- 
ty marxfion  contrafted  with  the  clay-built  hut 
and  miierable  cabin,  where  cattle  and  men 
help  to  keep  each  other  warm,  and  dwell  in 
meannefs,  fmoke,  and  indigence.  A  pleafing 
uniformity  of  decent  competence  appears 
throughout  our  habitations.  The  meaneft  of 
our  log  houfes  is  a  dry  and  comfortable  habi- 
tation. Lawyer  or  merchant  are  the  faireft 
titles  our  towns  afford  :  that  of  a  farmer  is  the 
©nly  appellation  the  rural  inhabitants  of  out 
country. 
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"  In  this  great  American  aflylum,  the  poor 
of  Europe  have  by  fome  means  met  together, 
and  in  confequence  of  various  caufes.  To 
what  purpofe  fhould  they  aik  one  another 
what  countrymen  they  are  ?  Alas,  two  thirds 
of  t.hem  had  no  country.  Can  a  wretch,  who 
wanders  about,  who  works  and  ftarves,  whofe 
hfc  is  a  continual  fcence  of  fore  afflidion  or 
pinching  penury;  can  that  man  call  England 
or  any  other  kingdom  his  country  ?  A  coun- 
try that  had  no  bread  for  him  ;  whofe  fields 
procured  him  no  harveft  ;  who  met  with  no- 
thing but  the  frowns  of  the  rich,  the  feverity 
of  the  laws,  with  jails  and  punifnments  ;  who 
owned  not  a  iingle  foot  of  the  extenfive  fur- 
face  of  this  planet.  No!  Urged  by  a  vaiiety 
of  motives  here  they  came.  Everything  has 
tended  to  regenerate  them.  New  laws,  a  new 
mode  of  living,  a  new  focial  fyllen%  Here  they 
are  become  men.  In  Europe  they  v/ere  as  fo 
many  ufelefs  plants,  wanting  vegetative  mould 
and  refrefliing  fliowers.  They  withered  ;  and 
were  mowed  down  by  want,  hunger,  and  war; 
but  now,  by  the  power  of  tranfplantation,  like 
all  other  plants,  they  have  taken  root  and 
fiouriihed  I  Formerly  they  were  not  number^ 
ed  in  any  civil  lifts  of  their  country,  except  in 
thofe  of  the  poor:  here  they  rank  as  citizens. 
By  what  invifible  power  hath  this  furpriling 
metamorphoiis  been  performed  ?  By  that  of 
the  lav/s  and  that  ofrhcir  ijQ,duflry.      The 
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laws,  the  indulgent  laws,  protecb  them  as  they 
arrive,  llamping  on  them  the  fymbol  of  adop- 
tion:  they  receive  ample  rewards  for  their  la- 
bom*s;  thefe  accumulated  rewards  procure  them, 
hnds :  thofe  lands  confer  on  them  the  title  o^ 
freemen,  and  tp  that  title  every  benefit  is  ailix- 
ed  which  men  can  poffibly  require. 

Europe  contains  hardly  any  other  dillindi- 
ons  but  lords  and  tenants ;  this  fair  country 
alone  is  fettled  by  freeholders,  the  poiriiTors 
of  the  foil  they  cultivate,  members  of  the  go- 
vernment  they  obey,  and  the  framers  of  their 
own  laws,  by  means  of  their  reprefentatives. 
A  hundred  famihes,  barely  exifli ng  in  fome 
parts  of  Scotland,  will  here,  in  fix  years,  caufe 
au  annual  exportation  of  10,000  bulhels  of 
wheat :  100  bufhels  being  but  a  common  quan- 
tity for  an  indultrious"  family  to  fell,  if  they 
cultivate  good  land.  It  is  here  then  that  the 
idle  may  be  employed,  the  ufelefs  become  ufe-- 
fal,  and  the  poor  become  rich  ;  but  by  riches 
I  do  not  mean  gold  and  filver;  we  have  but 
little  of  thofe  metals  :  I  mean  a  better  fort  of 
wealth ;  cleared  lands,  cattle  good  houfes, 
good  cl  .athes,  and  an  increars  of  people  to  en-^- 
joy  them/' 

'The  following  is  an  extrad  from  a  letter* 
(dated  June  14,  1791.)  to  a  day  labourer,  at 
Afiiton  in  the  VViiiows,  from  his  fon  Wiliam^ 
Lomas,  a  tanner,  and  farmer  of  his  own  land. 
at  Weftcrly  in  PJiode  liland. 
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"  Prices  of  land  in  America  are  very  vrtria- 
bJe  according  to  the  fituation  and  foil.  Near 
market  towns,  the  fea  lide,  and  nftdgable  ri- 
verSj  it  is  much  higher,  than  back  in  the  coun- 
trj.  Land  may  be  boirght  for  4,  5,  8,  10,  15, 
305  4O5  or  50.  Engliih  crowns  per  acre.  I 
Ibould  advife  a  man  in  your  country  to  go  to 
York  (late,  the  weft  and  north  parrs  of  that 
flare  being  new,,  and  jufl  fettling^.  I  have 
been  three  tinies  in  that  ilate  within  a  year, 
and  like  the  land  better  than  this  way.  There 
are  twenty  towns  about  ninety  miles  weft 
from  Albany  furvey^d,  25,000  acres:  fold  in 
lotSy  250  acres  in  a  lot.  I  have  been  on  the 
land,  and  think  it  very  good,  land,  clear  of 
ftones,  and  well  watered.  I  with  twelve  more, 
have  bougEt  thirteen  lots,  at  2s.  3d.  ilerling 
per  acre.  L  doa't  think  there  is  more  than 
one  town  fold  yet.  The  firft  of  December, 
1790,  it  began  to  fell  about  100  miles  weft 
from  that..  I  underfhnd  they  join  and  take 
a  town  at  lefs  than  is.  per  acre.  I  think  not 
half  that  ftate  is  fettled,  but  fettling  fad.  Al- 
bany is  near  the  head  of  tide  water  on  Hud- 
fon's  river,  if  you  want  to  be  informed  about 
our  ftates;  read  Morfe's  American  Geography. 
Rents  are  paid  mofliy  in  produce:  and  pro- 
d.uce  fells  here, — Indian  corn  2s.  3d. :  rye 
2S.  6d.  vv'heat  4s.  6d.  barley  2s.  oats  is.  beans 
3s.  ^d.  per  bufliel.  cyder  iilled  at  the  prefs 
3s.  4d,  per  barrel.    hQQt  and  mutton   2d.  to 
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ad.^  per  pound,  pork  2d',  per  pound,  beef 
in  the  fall  133.  to  15s.  per  hundred.  This  is 
flerhng.''* 

5,   The  ambition  of  becoming  citizens; 

The  inhabitants  of  Europe  are,  for  the  mod' 
"pxrtyfiibje^s  but  not  ciiizcns.     They   are  un- 
der the  terror  of  the  laws  ;    but  they   have   no 
concen  in  making  them.     They  are  compell- 
ed to  pay  the  taxes :  but  they  have  no  voice  to 
grant  or  to  with-hold    them.      1  hey    fupport 
the  public  offices :  but  they  are  fhut  out  from 
the  enjoyment  of  them.     Thefe    are    laviih-'d 
upon  the  creatures  oB  the  ruling  faclion;     It 
i:s  otherwife   in   America.     There  every  maa' 
feels  and  enjoys  in  its  full  extent,  that  impor- 
tance which  God  and  nature  hath   given  to  - 
him. 

6.   An  aitachment  to  religious  equality^  and- 
to  religious  harmony. 

In  America,  you  are  not  compelled  to  pay 
towards  the  propagation  of  a  faith  which  you 
do  not  believe,  or  to  the  fupport  of  a  furm  of 
church  difcipline,  which  you  hold  to  be  ufe- 
lefs,  or  flavifh,  or  antichriilian,  or  all  of  them. 

*  Compare  the  prices  of  land  and  provifions  men- 
tioned in  the  preceding  account  of  Kentucky. 

.  .,  You; 
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';Tou  ar€  not  threatened  with  fines  or  in:priron* 
:.nnent  fur  any  article  of  your  creed,  nor  exclu- 
ded from  the  common  honouis  and  offices  of 
the  flate,  on  account  of  any  fingulariiies  of 
worihip.  In  America  you  are  at  libertv  to 
maintain  any  religion,  as  God  and  vour  c  w 
vlcience  didate. 

Hence  ranlding  jealoufies,  furious  anathemas 
unchrillian  ftruggks  for  afcendency,   are  un- 
known.    -You  may  calmly  enquire  after  truth  • 
You  may,  with  chriitian  ardour  and   chrifiian 
.meeknels   affert   it^    without   deflroying  good 
vnaghbourhood,    without  being  reminded   of 
I  the  legal  reftraints  upon  hepefy"  or  feeling  the 
-more  terrible  vengeance  of  illegal  bigotry  and 
.violence.     "  Since  the  revolution,    by  which 
.all  dcnommations  were  put  on  an  ec|uai  foot- 
ling, there  have  been  no  difpures  between  dif- 
ferent religir,iis  focieties.     They  ail  agree  to 
•differ."     (Morfe,  page  432.)      ^         ^ 
.7-    Thedcjire  of  providing  for  ones    children, 
and  of  educating  than  in  the  habits  of  virtue. 
"-  In  the  old,   long  fettled  countries  of  Eu- 
rope (obferves  Dr.  Franklin)  all  arts,  trades, 
profeifions,  farms,  &c.  are  fo   full,   that    it   is 
diiiicult  for  a  poor  man  who  has  children,   to 
place  them,  where  they  may  qain,  or  learn  to 
gam  a  decent  livelihood.     The  artifans,    who 
fear  creatmg  future  rivals  in  bufmefs,  refufe  to 
take  apprentices   but  upon  conditions  of  mo- 
Jiey,  maintenance,  or  the  like,  v/hich  the  pa- 
rents 


rents  are  unable  to  comply  with.  Hence  the. 
youth  are  too  frequently  dragged  up  in  igno- 
rance of  every  gainful  art,  and  obliged  to  be- 
come foldiers,  fervants  or  thieves,  for  a  fub- 
fiflence.  In  America  the  rapid  increafe  of 
inhabitants  takes  away  that  fear  of  rivallliip, 
and  artifans  willingly  receive  apprentices  from 
the  hope  of  profit  by  their  lab  cur  during  the 
remainder  ^f  the  lime  flipulated,  after  they 
fhall  be  inftruded.  Hence  it  is  eafy  for  poot 
families  to  get  their  children  intruded,  for  the 
artifans  are  fo  defirous  of  apprentices,  that  many 
of  them  will  even  give  money  to  the  parents 
to  have  boys  from  ten  to  fifteen  years  of  age 
bound  apprentices  to  them,  till  the  ageof  twen- 
ty-one: and  many  poorparents  have  by  that 
nieanson  their  arrival  in  the  country jrarfed  mo- 
ney enough  to  buy  land  fuflBcient  to  eftal  lifli^ 
themfelves,  and  to  fubfift  the  reft  of  the  family 
by  agriculture.  Thefe  contrads  for  apprenti- 
ces  are  made  before  a  magiflrate,  who  regu- 
lates the  agreement  according  to  reafon  an( 
juftice:  and,  having  in  view  the  formation  o 
feme  ufeful  citizen,  obliges  the  mafter  to  en-* 
gage  by  a  written  indenture,  not  only  that 
during  the  time  of  fervice  ftipulated,  the  ap- 
prentice (hall  be  duly  provided  with,  meat, 
drink,  apparel,  wafliing  and  lodging,  and  a^ 
its  expir..tion  with  a  complete  fuit  of  clothes 
but  alfo  that  he  fliall  be  taught  to  read,  write 

auc 
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fnd  call  accompts,  and  that  he  ihall  be  well 
4nftru-aed  in  the  art  or  profeffion  of  his  niafier, 
or  fome  other,  by  which  he  may  afterwards 
gain  a  livelihood,  and  be  able  in  histurn  to  raife 
wft  family,'^  (Information  to  thofe  who  would 
remove  to  America,  page  178.) 

As  to  the  profped  which  America  opens 
with  regard  to  morals;  it  muft  be  an  ohjed  of 
infinite  importance  to  parents  of  reflcdion. 
-'  Nine  out  of  ten  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  being  employed  in  agriculture  ;'* 
their  manners  will  be  naturally  m^ore  regular 
and  innocent. §     Separated  by  th^ir  occupati- 

*  Morfe,  page  82. . 

^,  -  §  '*  Thofe  who  labour  in  tb^  earth  are  the  chofea 
people  of  God,  if  ever  he  had  a  chofen  people,  whofe 
-breafls  he  has  made  his  pecuhai-  depofit  for  fubllantial 
3nid  genuiRe  virtue.  It  is  the  foaisin  which  he  keeps 
ahve  that  facred  fire,  whi^ch  otherwife  might  efcapc 
froni  the  face  of  the  earth.  Corruption  of  morals  in 
ithe  mafs  of  cultivators,  is  a  phaenomenon  of  \vhich  no 
iige  or  nation  has  furniilied  an  example.  It  is  the 
onark  fet  on  thofe,  who  not  looking  up  to  heaven,  to 
their  own  foil  and  induilry,  as  does  the  huftandman 
for  their  fubfulence,  depend  for  it  on  the  cafualties  and 
caprice  of  cuftomers.  Dependance  begets  fubferviencc 
and  venality,  fafiocates  the  germ  of  virtue,  and  pre- 
i)ares  fit  txsols  for  the  defigns  of  ambition.  Thi^,  the 
^eatural  progrefs  and  confequence  of  the  arts,  hasfome- 
times  perhaps  been  retarded  by  accidental  circumilan- 
ces  ;  but,  generally  fpeaking,  the  proportion  which  the 
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©n,    the  vicious  have  not  the  opportunky  of 
countenancing  and  encouraging  one  another. 
The  nature  of  their  employment  leads  to  regu- 
larity, and  regularity  is  favourable  to  virtue. 
Their  gains  are  not  fo  fluduating  as  in  manu- 
fadures,  and  the  labourer  is  feldom  tempted 
by  a  run  of  high  wages  for  a  few  months,  to 
contrad  habits  of  diffipation,    and  intempe- 
rance,  and  lloth.     Who  would  not  wifh    to 
bring  up  his  children  under  fuchcircumftanc- 
es  ?— Among   the  prifoners  of    Philadelphia 
(fays  Briffot),  not  one   in   ten    is  a  native   of 
that  country.      During  my  flay  in  this  town, 
one  robbery  only  has  been  committed;  and 
this  was  by  a  French  failor. 

S.  Every  fiibje5l  of  a  degenerated   European 
Jlate,  is   necejfarily  an  injlrument  in  difuf- 
ing  through  )he  kingdom,    vanity ypr of  igacy 
and  corruption^ 

"What  is  the  fource  of  the  degeneracy  of 

rthofe  called  the  great,  but  the  immenfe  fiila^ 

lies  which  are  laviilied  upon  them  out  of  the 

public  purfe,  for  doing  nothing?     And  what 

is  the  origin  of  that  pride  and  foppery  which  in 

^ae-Q-regate  of  the  other  ckflfes  of  citizens  beai's  in  any 
.fbte  to  that  of  its  hulbandmen,  is  the  proportion  of  its 
Ainfound  to  its  healthy  parts,  and  is  a  good-enough  ba- 
rometer whereby  to  meafure  its  degree  of  corrupti- 
^n.-  Jefterfon.  ^^^^ 
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fome  countries  is  becoming  a  national  cbaraci 
teriftic?— What  is  it  that  fandions  the  moft 
paltry  pafiionj,  of  the  moft  contemptible  of 
our  fpecies, — but  the  example  of  the  great, 
and  the  periodical  details  of  court  dreftes  and 
birth-night  equipages?  What  is  the  fpring  of 
that  fyftem  of  corruption  which  enllaves  the 
people,  which  debafes  the  legiflative  body,— . 
•which  proftitutes  literature,— -which  converts 
the  prefs  into  a  curfe,— which  benumbs  public 
prmciple,— which  hath  even  taught  honeft 
men  to  fufpecl,  that  a  good  minifter  muft  be  ^ 
knave,— what  is  the  fpring  of  thefe  evils  but 
the  profped  of  fharing  the  fpoil  plundered  from 
a  harafled  and  deluded  nation?  It  is  the peo^ 
plew\\o  uphold  thefe  dreadful  and  enormous 
evils  :— It  IS  they  who  feed  the  flame  of  pride 
and  iicentioufnefs:  and  if  they  will  not  roufe 
from  their  lethargy;  there  is  nothing  which 
menof  principle  can  do,  but  ceafeto  be  parta- 
kers m  their  guilt,  and  abandon  them  to  the 
eiTedls  of  their  delufion.  And  can  men  of  prin- 
ciple  be  fatisfied  with  affording  fuch  encourage- 
ment to  profligacy  at  home,— with  being  the 
inftruments  ot  tyranny  and  bloodllied  abroad  ? 
Even  they  have  taken  a  part  in  fuppreffing  the 
fpirit  of  liberty  in  Europe,  in  carrying  devaf- 
tation  and  death  to  the  Indies.  They  may  re- 
monftrate:— but  what  avail  their  remonftran^ 
^^^.\,  They  have  no  voice  in  the  legiflature* 
or  if  they  had;  the  clamours  of  thofe  who  fatten 
"  ^  upon 
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ivpon  the  fpoil,  would  droWn  their  voice* 
They  cannot  ceafe  to  be  abettors;  Lurby  ceal- 
ing  lo  be  fubje^ts.  To  what  dates  thefe  ob- 
fervations  will  apply;  the  inhabitants  otnhofe 
ilaies  mu(t  judge :  and  how  far  the  condu6t 
here  recommended  is  iht  di^^y  of  any  individu- 
al, his  own  confciencemuft  determine:  but  to 
many  fubjeds  of  European  princefs,  it  will  ap- 
pear that  conlcienGe  juftiiies,  nay  even  demands- 
the  facriiiee^, 

9.  //  is  the  mojl  proin\png  mtthod which  the  reli* 
glous  diffiniierJs  of  Europe  can  adopt  to  awa* 
ken  ana  convince  their  countrymen. 

It  is  their  boaft  in  Tome  Gountries,  that  they 
have  already  done  much  in  diffufirig  the  moll 
jmportant  principles  refpeding  the  rights,  the 
in te lefts,  and  the  duties  of  citizens,  that  they 
have  gained  many  difciples,  but  that  they  have 
become  obnoxious  to  the  oppreff:.rs  of  their 
country,  and  are  vilified  by  their  agents. 
The  work  therefore  mull  be  carried  on  by: 
others.  Tho'  the  oiVtcry  which  they  t?ll  us  i^ 
raifcd  againfi  them,  hath  excited  an  attention^ 
to  their  principles,  and  gained  converts  of  mtii 
©fa  free  and  firm  tone  of  mind  ;  yet  it  will  not 
convert  the  multitude.  The  diflTentients  h^ve 
laboured, — and  othtrrs  have  happily  entered 
into,  and  will  accompliili  their  labours.  Sel- 
dom have  any  reformations  been  begun  and 
completed  by  the  fi^me  inflruments..  Nothing 
.  would. 
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would  now  have  an  equal  tendency  to  awaken 
the  nations  they  belong  to  from  their  dream^ 
with  the  emigrations  of  induftrious  and  ufeful 
citizens.  It  would  be  like  the  feparation  of 
ferious  chriftians,  from  an  antichriftian  church. 

10  Thofi  who  are  attached  to  the  caufe  of  truths 
will  have  the  proJpe6l  of  fermng  that  caufe. 
Araerica  prefents  a  fine  field  for  the  difFu- 
fion  of  religious  knowledge.  The  minds  of  the 
people  are  not  fhackled  by  articles  and  creeds. 
Their  fenfes  are  not  captivated  by  the  pomp  of 
fuperilition, — nor  their  judgments  fettered  by 
the  trammels  of  authority.  In  America,  to 
contend  for  the  faith,  is  not  to  contend  for 
power: — to  publifli  the  truth,  is  not  to  preach 
fedition. '  While  you  render  to  Caefar,  the 
things  that  are  Caefar's,  you  may  render  t© 
God,. the  things  that  are  God's. 

SECONDLY, 

OF  THE  DISCOURAGEMENTS   AND    DIFFICULTIES 
TO     BE.  SURMOUNTED     BY    PERSONS      LEAVING 
EUROPE. 

Thefe  will  readily  fugged  themfelves. 
Perfons  who  are  aduated  by  religious  or  by 
pcliiical  confidcrations,  mull  expc^  that  their 
?   3  uader- 
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undertaking  will  excite  the  joy,  or  the  ridicule 
of  their  advcrfaries.  But  if  they  cannot  encoun- 
ter this ;  they  afe  but  ill  adapted  to  ferve  the 
canfe  of  liberty  and  virtue,  either  in  removing 
©rin  continuing,  where  they  are.— —All  muf^ 
expe6l  ths  moft  painfiil  feelings  in  feparating 
themfelves  from  many  to  whom  they  are  at- 
tached. But  we  plead  for  emigration,  only 
Upon  the  fuppofition  that  feverul  families  can; 
agree  to  remove  and  to  fettle  together.  In 
that  cafe  many,  probably,  of  the  more  valua« 
ble  connections  would  fliil  be  retained,-— 
the  bands  of  friend fhip  between  them, 
would  be  drawn  clofer,: — and  to  compenfate 
for  the  diiToluticn  of  the  more  di- 
ilant  connedlions,  new  attachments  would' 
ra'urally    be    formed     in     the    new    (eic" 

ment. --If  it  be  p'opofed  to  fix  themfelves  in 

the  country;  it  mud  be  expected  that  time  and 
induftry  will  be  requilite  to  procure  accommc* 
dadons  equally  convenient  with  thofe  to  which 
they  are  accuftomed  in  Europe.  There  mult 
be  diligence  and  vigour  cf  mind  to  form  ^n 
agreeable  eilablilliment  for  themfelves  and 
their  families:  bat  the  effects  of  that  diligence 
will  be  m^re  f  .bitaritial  and  perrranent  iiK 
America  than  Europe.  We  addrefs  ourfelves 
not  to  perfons  of  indolent  and  diffipated  ha- 
biis.  We  Willi  to  be  he^«rd  by  thofe  only  who* 
prefer  induftry  to  idlcnefs,  — the  ca'm  enjoy- 
ment of  the  commm  bounties  of  FroVidence, 
tothetormencingprufuic  of  pre-einmeriCe  and 
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fylendor, — and  who  would  rather  fee  their 
children  ixiherit  that  virtue  which  is  the  ofF- 
fpring  of  exertion,  than  entail  upoa  them  lux- 
ury and  artificial  diftindlions,  ai  the  rifque  of 
entailing  profligacy,  or  pride,  oriniignificance 
of  character. 

However,  we  fhall  not  wonder  if  fome, 
whofe  judgment  we  refpe(3:,  and  of  whofc 
good  diipofitions  we  cannot  entertain  a  doubt, 
ihould  at  once  pronounce  our  propofal  merely 
quixotifm:  for  it  h  common  to  charge  with 
quixotifm,  any  fingular  undertaking,  the  means 
of  accomplilhing  which  we  do  not  difcern, — 
the  effedls  of  which  are,  at  firit  view,  invelop- 
ed  in  darknefs*  But  it  cannot  be  quixotilm 
to  think  of  removing  to  a  country,  which  hath 
welcomed  millions  of  ftrangers  within  a  centu- 
ry and  a  half.  It  cannot  be  quixotifm  to  di- 
recl  one's  attention,  for  inftance,  to  a  Hate, 
which  at  the  commencement  of  eleven  years 
was  a  foreft,  and  at  the  conclufion  of  them  ex- 
hibited an  extenfive  fettlement,  divided  into 
feven  populous  counties,  affording  the  com- 
forts of  life  to  an  hundred  thoufand  inhabit- 
ants*. We  conceive,  therefore,  that  men  of 
fober  thought,  who  can  appreciate  the  weight 
of  important  fads,  will  think  themfelves  jufti- 
-fied  in  propofing  tlie  queftion.  Whether  Ame- 
rica afford  profpcds  fufficient  to  induce  Euro- 
peans to  foriake  their  aative  country  ?  This 
*  Keatuckyr 
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is  the  qaedion  we  propofe  :  and  we  will  pnrfue 
the  proper  injais  of  g  tci/i:;  it  refolved.  There 
may  be  dircourageraeiiis  which  we  do  not  an- 
ticipate :  there  may  be  Jitficulcies,  which  mud 
be  encountered  by  otlier  talents  than  fuch  as 
are  poffelTcd  by  thofe  who  may  think  of  a  re- 
moval. Let  them  fufpend  their  judgments. 
Let  them  be  neither  fo  attached  to  their  na- 
tive f:)il,  as  to  think  it  incomparable: — nor  fo 
prejudiced  in  favour  of  any  foreign  foil  as  at, 
once  to  give  it  the  preference,  without  exa- 
mining whether  it  be  adapted  to  their  talles, 
their  powers,  and  their  habits.  However,  the 
grounds  upon  which  they  would  proceed  arc 
not  inconfiderrble.  They  are  limiiar  to  thofe^ 
upon  which  their  forefathers  retired  to  the  new 
world  :  but  in  the  eye  of  prudence  and  cauti- 
on, liili  more  juflifiable;  for  they  had  to  mske 
a  new  and  hazardous  experiment  of  which 
their  poflerity  may  reap  the  benefit;,  they  had 
difiiciikies  to  encounter,  which  the  latter  can- 
not meet  ;  and  they  have  fmoothed  the  way  to 
more  fortunate  adventurers.  It  is  true  we  dill 
indulge  the  hope,  that  Europe  is  not  loO:.  But 
when  we  conlider  what  a  multitude  are  deeply 
intereifed  in  maintaing  a  fyftem  of  arifice  and 
opprefiion, — how  many  are  irrecoverably  fwal- 
lowed  up  in  the  vortex  of  corruption, — how 
many  more  are  drawn  (to  themfelves  infenfi- 
blyj  within  its  influence, — Vv^ien  we  confider 
how  much  the  rcvifoa  of  the  community  is  per- 
verted 
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rerted  by  the  habitual  contemplation  of  pri- 
vilege without  nieiit,  of  honour  without  re- 
fpedability,  and  of  populularity  without  vir- 
tue;— we  fear,  no  radical  reformation  will  e- 
ver  be  effibdted  but  by  means  of  a  revolution^ 
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THIRDLY. 


TH-E     MOST  ELIGJBLS    GO^^NTRY  FOR  RE- 
MOVING TO. 

We  have  hitherto  been  fpeaknig  upon  the 
luppofkion  that  the  United  States  of  America 
are  the  country  to  which  emigrants  from  Eu- 
rope would  think  of  removing.  Were  a  fm- 
gle  family  about  to  remove,  from  any  other  Eu- 
ropean ftate;  France,  perhaps,  would  be  pfe-^ 
f^red  on  account  of  its  vicinity.  But  for  a 
Gonfiderabie  number,  the  cafe  is  otherwife. 
Thofe  conne(5lions  which  endear  to  them,  their 
native  country,  accompany  in  fome  degree  th^ 
emigrants,  and  to  the  greater  part  of  them,  tliQ 
difference  between  three  hundred  and  three 
thoufand  miles,  can  be  little  more  than  ideal  r 
they  would  not  think  of  vifiting  the  foil  on 
which  they  were  born  in  one  cafe  more  than 
in  the  other.  America,  in  itfelf,  appears  to 
tis'  to  be  the  more  eligible  iituation  for  tiie 
following  reafons. 

i.  The  language  of  France,  would  prove  a 

great 
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great  inconvenience    to  mod  of  tbofe   who- 

would  remove. 

.    2.  The    Americans  have  preferved  all   the^ 

good  fenfe  of  the  EngliQi  laws,  both  in  the  fpi- 

rit  of  their  decifions,  and  in  the  form   of  pro-' 

ceedings. 

3.  The  national  charader  and  manners  of 
the  French,  would  be  lefs  fuitable  than  thofc 
of  the  Americans,  to  the  tafte  and  habits  of 
their  neighbours. 

4.  The  French  are  more  difToIute  than  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  The  influence- 
of  the  old  government  upon  their  manners,, 
yet   continues,  and  for  a   time  will  continues 

5.  Land  is  more  plentiful,  more  fertile,  andJ 
cheaper  in  America  than  in  France. 

'  6.  Should  a  national  church  continue  eftal)-: 
lifhed  in  France;  proteftants  will  confider  it  as  a 
hardfnip  to  be  compelled  to  fupport  the  catho-- 
lie  religion,— and  will  certainly  find  themfelves. 
more  at  eafe  in  a  country  in  which  no  contri- 
bution to  fupport  religion  is  required,  but  what; 
their  own  judgment  and  confcience  didate. 


••<•••<'•<•■<>•>>>■>- 


FOUllTHLr. 


THE  MEANS  OF    CARRYING     A    PLAN     OF     EMI-' 
GRAIION  INTO    EXECUTION. 

I.  Let  a  trad  of  land  (in  Kentucky,  for  in- 

ftance) 
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ftance)  be  piirchafed,  and  confidered  as  divided 
into  (hares  of  ioo  or  icoo  acres  each.  Upon 
taking  adual  polfeilion  of  it,  let  the  fhares  be 
affigned  to  the  feveral  proprietors^  according 
to  fome  equitable  rule.  Let  the  choice  depend 
upon  101:5  tor  example.  .Even  Englifhmen  may 
I  venture  upon  this  ftep;  as  on  account  of  the 
ir^pid  increafe  of  population,  they  may  be 
morally  certain  of  felling  their  fhare  hereafter 
at  an  advanced  price;  ihould  they  not  occupy 
it  themfelves, 

i  The  following  advertifement  appeared  in 
ihe  Gazetteer,  of  thurfday  the  31(1  of  Auguft, 
1792. 

"  To  be  fold  by  private  contraa,  by  MefTrs. 
I  Spurrier  and  Phipps,  or  exchanged  for  real  or 
■perfonal  eilates,  at  cafli  price,  two  hundred 
dioufand  acres  of  land,  in  iine  fituations  in 
America;  either  together  or  in  the  following 
feparate  parcels ;  viz, 

30973  Acres  of  land  lying  in  Fayette  coun- 
ty, Kentucke  one  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  by  patent,  bearing  date  the  4th  day 
of  January,  1786. 

22,000  Acres  adjoining  the  above,  and  pa- 
-tened  at  the  fame  time. 

609  Acres  Fayette  county,  flate   of  Ken- 

tuckcj  by  patent,  bearing  date  the  2 ill  day  of 

January,   1788.        . 

2,000  ditto,  ditto,  13th  day  of  April,  17S6, 

^,500  ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 

I  740  dit- 


740  ditto,  ditto,  ditto, 

'a,5Goditro,  tiirto,   12th  day  of  April, 

7.9^^7  ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 

.3,630  ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 

14,950  ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 

105000  ditto,  ditto,      nth  ditto. 

20,000  ditto,  ditto,  ditto, 

3,000    Acres  Ohio    country,    Virginia,   ptb 
Januar}^,  1786. 

4,000  Acres  Harrifon  County  ditto.  : 

75,000  Acres  on  the  Waters  of  Green  R'u 
vtr,  in  NeL^on  County,  State  of  Kentucke  lo- 
cated, furveyed  and  regilteied,and  will  be  pa^ 
tencd,  at  the  option  of  the  purchafer. 

Enquire  of  MeiTrs.  Spurrier  and  Phipps, 
"Copthall- court,  Throgmorton-ftreet,  London. 

N.  B.  To  prevent  unnecelTary  applica- 
tions,  the  very  lowefl  cafh  price  is  2s.  per. 
;acre,  or  lool.  per  1000  acres.'* 

2.  Let  a  comniittee  be  appointed  by  thofe 
•who  have  become  purchafers  of  land  in  Ame- 
Tica,  or  who  have  any  views  of  removing,  to 
pake  fuch  enquiries  as  are  necelTary  to  enfurnc 
the  fuccefs  of  the  undertaking.  L.et  them  en- 
•quire  in  w hat  flate  are  to  be  fonud  the  grea- 
tell  natural,  civil,  and  religious  advantages. 
Let  them  inquire,  for  example,  into  the  price 
of  land  in  different  fituations,  J\nd  under  dif- 
ferent circumftances  ; — theexpences  of  build- 
ing,—the  leading  objeds  of  the  American 
farm(^r,  in  the  fituation  which  xould  be  fixed 

-4ipoa 
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upon — ^liis  Implements  of  Inifbandrj^, — the  ufe 
made  of  newly  invented  machines  for  fowing, 
— hoeing, — thre(hing*.  Let  them  enquire  in 
what  particular  employments,  hands  are  moft 
wanted, — into  the  price  of  labour,  provifions, 
bouihold  utenfilsf,  &c.  — what  articles  might 
be  moft  advantageoufly  taken  from  Europe. 
Let  them  obtain  a  ftatement  cf  the  compara- 
tive advantages  of  fixing  in  new  land,  and  in 
land  paitly  cleared  and  built  upon.  Let  them 
inform  themfelves  of  the  character  cf  the  ia- 

*  There  is  a  threfliing  machine  invented  bj  Colo- 
nel Anderfon  of  Philadelphia,  which  delivers  fix 
bufhels  per  hour,  fit  for  the  Miller.  He  expects  to 
be  able  to  deliver  from  one  hundred  to  130  budiels 
a  daj.  Young'f  Annals  of  Agriculture,  v.  17.  p. 
207.  Mr.  Patterfon,  of  Wimbleton,  (Old  Ejigland) 
has  a  Mill  which  threfhes  from  eight  to  16  bufliels 
of  wheat  per  hour.  (p.  198.)  Charles  Mordaunt, 
Efq.  of  Halfall,  threfnes  and  prepares  wheat  for  the 
Miller,  by  a  Mill,  at  the  rate  of  300  buflicls  a  day. 
It  is  put  in  motion  by  a  twelve  feet  water  wheel, 
three  feet  wide,  with  nine  feet  head  of  water,  (p. 
363.)  There  is  a  machine  invented  by  Capt.  Ben- 
tinck,  for  drawing  up  trees  by  the  roots,  which, 
worked  by  four  men,,  pulls  large  elms,  without  any 
previous  preparation  of  the  earth,  in  from  twelve  to 
twenty  minutes,  fuiticiently  high  for  carting  off.  (v. 
18.  p.  1 64 .J  One  was  fent  to  Florida. 

+  An  anfwer  to  many  of  thefe  queflions  may  be 
found  in  the  preceding  obfervations,  and  account  of 
Kentucky. 

Vol.  II.  (^  _        ,habi- 
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fliabitants  in  any  given  fituation, — of  the  pro- 
portion which  day-labourers  bear  to  propri- 
etors of  land,  and  to  tradefmen, — whether  the 
labouring  clafs  be  fo  ignorant  as  the  poor  in 
this  part  of  the  world,— in  what  manner  agree- 
me  ts  between  fervants  and  maflers  leaving 
Europe  mud  be  framed,  in  order  to  have  a  le- 
gal confirmation  in  America,  and  upon  what 
'Conditons  they  -might  be  made,  fuas  to  be  mu- 
tually fatisfadory  to  the  parties  concerned, 
-Indeed  it  w^ould  be  of  lignal  fcrvice  to  obtam 
the  hiitory  of  a  few  fettlers,— -as,  (for  inftance) 
the  property  with  which  they  began,— the 
flate  of  their  familVj  manner  of  living,— pre- 
fent  flock.  Let  them,  after  having  made  thefe 
and  other  enquiijes,  propofe  fuch  a  plan  as 
appears  to  them  mod  likely  to  fuit  the  circum- 
llances  of  thofe  engaged  in  the  undertaking. 

3.  To  procure  accurate  information  refped:- 
ing  the  above  and  other  particulars,  and  to  fix 
upon  a  trad  of  country  for  the  emigranls  to 
fettle  in,  or  at  lead  to  furnifli  a  chart  and  mi- 
nute defcription  of  that  which  he  confiders  the 
mofl:  eligible  ;  let  the  commitree  be  empower- 
ed to  fend  if  necefiary  a  proper  perfon  for  the 
purpofe  to  America. 

4.  In  order  to  carry  this  objecl:  into  exe- 
cution, let  thofe  who  are  able,  enter  into  a 
'fubfcription;  or  the  expence  may  be  defrayed 
by  a  rate  of  fo  much  per  cent  upon  all  the 
land  purchafed  by  the  afiTcciation. 

5- It 


5.  It  wouldfcicilitate~the  removal  of  pwrfons 
pofiefiai  of  little  or  no  property  ;   were  every 
one  who  iKiuks  o\   it,  to  fubfcribe  a  faiall  fam 
(fay  fix-pence)  weekly.     Let  tlie  monsy  thus 
fubfcribed  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  fome  re- 
fponlibie  perfon  ;  and  when  the  majority  of  the" 
fubfcribers  determine  to  carry  their  inrentions 
into  execution,  let  the  fund  raifed  by  thefe 
fiibfcriptions  and  the  intered  of  them,  be  di- 
^ided-among  the  furviving  fubfcribers,  to  de- 
fray in  part  the   expences    of  their  voyage. 
If  any  fubfcriber  changing  his  intentions,  de- 
termine to  remain  in  Europe,  or  if  any  one 
having    begun  to  fubfcribe,   difcontinue   his 
contribution  ^his  money  fhoiild  be  foririted. 

6.  Upon  a  removal,  let  all  the  members  of 
the  company  enter  into  fuch  an  agreement 
with  one  another,  as  will  enfure  mutual 
provifion  for  their  wants,  and  render  the  abili- 
ties and  talents  of  every  individual  of  fervice 
to  the  whole.  Some  regulations  fliould  be 
eftablifhed  to  prevent  all  the  more  eligible" 
Htuations  in  the  propofed Settlement  from  being 
engrolTcd  by  thofe  of  the  greateft  property. 

Pcrfons  emigrating  in  this  manner  upon  ma- 
ture enquiry  and  deliberation,  and  forming  a 
fociety  among  themfelves,  v/ould  probably  ne- 
ver feel  that  dilTatisfadion  which  fome  have 
expreffed  in  removing  to  America. 

Seniible  that  perfons  who  feel  themfelves 
inclined  to  adopt  our  views,  \wil\  naturally  wiili 
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to  fee  fome  account  of  the  country  to  which 
we  are  calling  their  attention,  we  have  fub- 
joined  the  preceding  fhort  defcription  of  Ken- 
tucky, which  is  larely  become  one  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  The  reprefentations 
which  arc  given  of  that  territory,  are  pleafing, 
almoil  beyond  paralleL  We  confefs  that  we 
iliould  doubt  the  truth  of  them,  were  it  pofli- 
ble  to  doubt  when  the  fame  fads  are  related 
by  fo  many  v^^itneiTes,  fo  well  qualified  ta  give 
accounts  which  may  be  depended  upon.  Im- 
lay  has  fpent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  the 
country  which  he  hath  undertaken  to  defcribe. 
His  accounts  are  likewife  frequently  minute 
and  particular.— -If  pidurefque  and  romantic 
defcriptions  of  that  country  be  ever  given  by 
travellers,  vve  wifli  not  to  avail  ourfelvcs  of  fuch 
defcriptions.  What  is  enchanting  to  the  vi^ 
fitant,  may  be  comfortlefs  to  the  fettler.  Our 
arguments  (land  upon  a  different  foundation. 
If  in  calling  our  eyes  over  a  country,  we  be* 
hold  fertility  of  foil,  iimplicity  of  maners,  e- 
quality  of  rights  j— -upon  thefc  would  we  fix 
cur  attention. 


Tbe  End  of  ihe  Thoughts  on  Emigratkn, 
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Throughout  the  following  Index  i  has 
reference  to  the  firji  and  ii  to  the  fecond  Vo-^ 
lume. 


AGRICULTURE,  when  apparently  the  firft  ob- 
je6t  of  mankind,  i   96. 

Allegany  river  defcribed,  i  52. 

America,  its  prefent  population, /;z^r<?^2^^/o;z  xiii; 
how  often  doubled,  ih.  wherefore  calculated  to  rival 
half  the  globe,  i  xiv  ;  contrailed  with  Europe,  i  25 
toe  caufes  of  its  independence,  i  26  ;  fentiments  con 
cerning  its  peopling,  ib.  conformity  of  its  inhabi 
tant3  to  the  Tartars,  i  28  ;  when  in  its  infancy,  zi^.  ty- 
rannized over  by  Spain,  i  30;  how  countenanced  by 
England  and  France,  ib.  divifion  of  its  Weflera 
Country,,  i  51  ;  its  empire  a  ilupendous  theme  for 
fpeculation,  i  74  ;  its  rapid  population  a  fubjed  of 
the  utmoil  afloniftiment,  179  j  probable  magnitude 
ofits  federal  empire,  i8i  ;  increafe  of  its  population, 
during  the  courfe  of  a  oentury,  i  90,  et  feq,  natural 
proportion  cf  the  increafe  of  its  inhabitants  obilru£t- 
ed  by  wars,  i  93  ;  numerous  circumilances  likely  to 
accelerate  and  incieafe  its  population,  i  94,  et  fq, 
niagiutudeof  its  lakes,  i  96  ;  produce  of  "its  Wefteni 
Territories,  i  97,  etfeq.  all  its  known  rivers  favoura- 
ble to  commerce,  i  112  ;  calculated  to  become  the  em- 
porium and  protedorof  the  world,!  113;  the  gene^ 
ral  climate  of  it  defcribed,  i  126  ;  contrail  between  it 
0^3  and 
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and  Europe,  i  151  ;  its  inhabitants  not  generally  pre- 
judiced againft  the  negroes,  i  175  ;  defciiption  of  its 
plants,  fruits,  trees,  animals,  and  birds,  i  193,204  ; 
its  natural  hiflory  touched  upon  by  Buffbn,  Kalm, 
D'Abenton,  Catefby,  and  Pennant,  i  201  ;  remarks 
concerning  the  population  of  its  immenfe  continent,  11 
6^4,  et/cq.  what  nations  may  be  fuppofedto  have  con- 
tributed to  it,  ii  88,  etfe^e 

Anabapcifts,  the  firil  who  promoted  public  wor- 
fliip  in  Kentucky,  ii  29« 

Animals,  American,   locally  enumerated,   231,  et 

Army,  Handing,  its  pernicious  confequences,  1  43, 

Afht'on,  Captain,  falls  in  an  a£lion  againft  the  Sir- 
vages,  ii  71. 

Bifons  of  Scythia  refemble  the  buffaloes  of  Ame- 
rica, i  28. 

Black,  one  in  New  England  compofed  an  ephe- 
meris,  i  i  84, 

Blue  Licks,  dreadful  refult  of  the  battle  there,  ii  74. 
Boats,  tlat-bottomed,  hoW  conilrucled,  i  105  ;  m 
what   manner   propelled  by  the  force  of  mechanical 
powers,  ii  43. 

Bones  of  immenfe  magnitude  not  afcertained,  i  60  j 
conjectures  refpefting  them,  ii  ^3,  ct  fcq. 

Boon,  Colonel  Daniel,  figns  his  recommendations 
of  Filfon's  State  of  Kentucky,  ii  3  ;  himfelf  one  of  the 
earlieftfettlers  there,ii5  5  proceeds  in  queftof  Kentu- 
ky  with  his  affociates,  ii  48  ;  finds  in  it  abundance  of 
wild  beaf:s,  ii  49  ;  and  immenfe  quantities  of  buffaloes 
fearlefsiy  biowzing,  zb.  leized  and  plundered  by  the 
Indians,  ii  50  jefcapes,  z3.  joined  by  his  brother,  2L 
■who  ftiortly  returned  ,  leaving  him  alone,  ii52  ;  con- 
templates the  beauties  of  the  country,  zh.  his  brother 
comes  back,  aad  they  depart  together  to  Cumber- 
land 
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land  river,  ii  54  ;  he  fcon  afterwards  goes  home  for 
his  family,  ib  whom,  with  other  families,  he  brings 
towards  Kentucky,  ii  55  ;  again  engaged  with  the  In- 
dians, ib.  his  fon  falls  in  the  action,  ib.  employed 
by  Governor  Lord  Danmore  to  condu6l  fome  lur- 
veyors  to  a  diftant  fettlement,  ii  ^6  ;  takes  command 
during  the  campaign,  ib.  marks  out  the  roads  towards 
Kentucky,  ii  57  ;  aflailed  by  the  Indians,  ib.  ereds  a 
fort  at  Boonfborough,  ib.  more  battles,  ii  58,  ^9,  (io^ 
etfeq.  their  confequences,  58,  59,  et  feq.  his  daugh- 
ter taken  prifoner,  ii  58  ;  he  experiences  a  generous 
treatment  from  the  Englilh,  ii  61  ;  and  from  the  In- 
dians, ib.  efcapes  to  Boonlborough,  ii  63  ;  lofes  his 
fecond  fon  in  battle,  ii  73  ;  how  verifying  the  obfer- 
vations  of  an  old  Indian,  ii  77  ;  his  prayer  for  the  ex- 
tirpation of  war,  ib^  lives,  at  length,  in  undifturbed 
tranquility,  ii  78, 

Bowman,  Colonel,  his  long  pailage  through  afub- 
terraneous  lake,  ii  30  ;  brings  a  reinforcement  to  Co- 
lonel Boon,  from  Virginia,  ii  60  ;  refult  of  his  expe- 
dition againft    the  Shawanefe,  ii  68. 

Braddock,  General,  a  confequence  of  his  defeat, 

i  39- .  \ 

Briares,  county  furrounding  it  defcribed,  ii  121. 

Buffaloes  of  America  referable  the  Bizons  of  Scy- 
thia,  i  28  ;  manner  in  which  they  form  a  lick,  i  60  ; 
their  imraefe  number^  i  76= 

Buiron,  in  part,  defcribes  the  Mammouth,  i  ^i,  204; 
touches  upon  the  natural  hillory  of  America,  i  201  ; 
his  remarks  concerning  the  animals  inhabiting,  ill 
in  common,  the  two  continents,  ii  89. 

Burying  grounds,  fome,    at  Kentucky,   perhaps 
bearing  a  refeinblance  to  ancient  Britilh  remains,  ii  93. 

Gala  way. 
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C. 

Calawaj,  Colonel,  his  daughters  taken   prifoners- 
bj  the  Indians,  ii  58. 

Campbell,  Colonel,  gains  a  victory  over   Colonel 
Pefgnfon  and  his  detachment,  i  43. 

Canada  defcribed,  i  77  ;  its  winters,  ib. 
Canals,  benefits  to  be  derived  from  their  comple- 
tion, i  53. 

Cane  the,  defcribed,  i  59. 

Carolina  ground-nut,  the  long  defignation  of  it  by- 
Mr,  JefFerfon,  i  197. 

Carver,  his  ideas  of  civilization  on  one  fide  of  the 
Allegany  mountains,  ima.s^inary,  i27  ;  parts  of  Ame-  , 
rica  defcribed  by  him,  i  75  ;  accuracy  of  his  obferva^ 
tions,  i   77* 

Catabaws  defcribed,  i  85.,  ii  84. 
Catefby  touches  iipen  the  natural hiftory  of  Ame- 
rica, i   201. — 

CatfiQi,  its  inimenfe  iize,  ii^^. 
Caves,  their  prodlgiou5dimeniions,ii  30  ;  curiouf- 
ly  fupported,  ib. 

Chaclaws  defcribed,  i  %\,etfeq. 
Chaplain,    Captain,  nature  of  his  remarks  in  con-^ 
firmatioa  of   the  idea  that  the  Miffbiiri   colony  w^as 
fiippofed  to  have  been   founded  by  Madoc,  a  Prince 
of  Wales,  ii  91- 

Charlevoix  quoted,  ijo  ;  parts  of  America  defcrib- 
ed by  him,  i  75  ;   his  account  of  the  Ohio,ii  44. 
Chefee  Indians  defcribed,  ii  84. 
Chelicoth,  old,  manner  in  which  it  is  built,  ii  98. 
Cherokees  defcribed,  i  84,  et  feq,  ii  84, 
Chicamawgee  Indians  defcribed,  ii   84, 
Chickafaw  Indians  defcribed,  ii   85. 
Cha£]:avv  Indians  defcribed,  ii  85. 
Church,  its    tyranny  retJf  ding  the  elucidation  of 

truth,  iJ55.  " 

ClarkC; 
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Clarke,  General,  his  fuccefsful  expedition  againfl 
Peckaway.ii  69  ;  his  diftinguilbed  charader,  and  for- 
tunate expedition,  ii  7^  ;  receives  ambaffadors  from 
the  Indians,  ib. 

Clarkville,  defcribed,  ii   6^. 

Climate,  remarks  concerning  its  efte^ls  on  the  ikin, 
and  its  affimilation  of  foreigners  to  natives,  i  179,  et 

Cline,  Dofior,  his  opinion  refpeding  the  Mam- 
mouth,  ii  204. 

Clover,  the,  defcribed,  i  60. 

Cook,  Captain,  his  difcoveries  appear  to  fupport 
the  hjpothelis  of  BuJfo?i^  concerning  the  animals  in- 
habiting in  common,  the  two  continents,  ii  89. 

Conciuiion,  the,  ii  102. 

Cool,  William,  accompanies  Colonel  Boon  ia 
quell  of  Kentucky,  ii  48. 

Cotton  manufadory  apparently  more  profitable 
than  that  of  iiik,  i  loi. 

Crane,  its  particular  longevity,  i   119. 

Creeks    defcribed,  i  84,  et  Jeq 

Cumberland  fettlement,  caufe  of  its  commence-. 
ment,  i4i  ;  its  produQions,   i   101,  et feq. 

Cumberland  mountain,  its  horrible  afped,  11$^* 

Cumberland  river  defcribed,  i  41. 

Guriolity  natural  to  the  foul  of  man,  ii  47. 

D 

D'Abenton  touches  upon  tha  natural  hiilory  of 
America,    i   201. 

Dahon,  J.  holds  a  council  with  the  PiankaQiaw 
Indians,  ii  79  his  fpeech,  ibid, 

Danes,  great  navigators,  ii  90;  their  difcoveries, 
ii  9  r  ^ 

Deer 
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I>eer,  manner  in  which  they  form  a  lick,  i  60  ;  thHr 
immenfe  number,  176. 

Defiaicive  treaty,  copy  of  its  fecond  article,  ii  105, 
etfeq. 

Detroit  defcribed,  i  77,  etfeq.  probable  lurrender  of 
its  fort  likely  to  increafe  the  fettlements  upon  the 
borders  of  the  lake  Erie,  188. 

Dick's  river  defcribed,  ii   13. 

Diftances  from  one  river  to  another, i  109. 

Diilindions,  their  exiilence  how  baneful  to  hu- 
man nature,  i  69. 

Drinker,  Edward,  curious  particulars  concerning, 
him,  Introducllon/i  x;  gave  the  unconftitutional  afts 
of  great  Britain  againft  America,  to  his  grandfons 
that  they  might  convert  them  into  kites,  i   xii. 

Dunmore  Earl  of,  his  expedition,  i  33. 

E. 

Elk-horn  river  defcribed,  ii  13. 

Elks,  their  immenfe  number,  176. 

Ecn'grants;  their  numbers,  {91. 

England,  how  politic  and  humane,  i  40 ;  her  fet-- 
tlementsin  America,  ib,  etfeq.  caufe  of  war  between 
her  and  France,  131;  obtains  ceffions  by  the  treaty  of 
Paris  in  1763^  i  39  ;  enjoying  a  confiderable  (hare  ot 
liberty,  whiift  other  countries  languilh  under  def- 
potifm,  158  ;  iawhat  inflance  pradlifing-  the  very  po- 
licy which  ilie  fo  feverely  reprobated  in  France,  i  235. 

Engliih   language,  likely    to  fupercede   the  latin,  i^ 
192. 

Erie,  lake*  its  circumference,  i  96. 

Efquimaux    Indians,    fuppofed   remains  of  the  co--' 
lony  of  Vinland,  ii  91. 

Euphorbus,  defcription  of  his  deaths  i  214. 

Europe,  when  in  its  in'^ancy,  i  28  ;  contrail  between 
it  and"  Acnerica,  i  131. 

Expe- 
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"Expeditions,  recital  of  two  againfl  an  Indian. tribue, 
ii  110,  et/e^, 

Fergafon,  Colonel,  defeated  and  killed,  i  4^, 
Filfon,  John,  his  ftate  of  Kentucky,  ii  1  ; "recom- 
mendations of  the  authenticity  of  his  account,  un- 
der the  fignatures  of  Boon,  Toed,  f,nd  Harrcd,  ii  35 
not  an  inhabitant  of  the  fetdement,  ii  5;  goes  thither 
in  ij6y,  il  7  ;  obliged  to  decamp,  ii  8  ;  returns  again  in 
^1769,  with  Colonel  Boon  and  others,  z^.  defcribes 
Us  iituation  and  boundarieo,ii  ii^ef/e^j.hs  rivers,  ii  12- 
the  nature  of  its  foil,  ii  15,  ct  feq.  its  air  and  climate,' 
H  20,  etjeq,  its  foil  and  produce,  ii^2  2  j  its  quadrupeds, 
11  26- its  inhabitants,  ii  28,  etfeq.  its  curiofities,  ii  29; 
itadiiferent  fprings,  ii  30,  et  Je.'^,  its  curious  fepulchres, 
11  32  ;  its  various  rights  of  land,  ii  3^,  et  feq.  its  trade, 

Forbes,  General,  refult  of  his  capture  of  Fort  Du 
Qj^iefne,  i  39. 

Foffiis,  why  of  unafcertained  value,  i68. 

France,  how  politic  and  humane,  30  ;  her  fettle- 
ments  in  America,  ib.  et  feq.  caufe  of  the  war  be- 
.tween  her  and  England,  i^i  f  patriarchal  manner  in 
which  hercolonial  fubjedslived  at  Port  Saint  Vincent, 
i  40;  conciliates  the  manners  of  the  Savages,  in  Ame- 
rica, i  235 ;  diiFufed  amongif  them  a  more  general 
knowledge  of  the  ufe  of  lire  arms,  to  render  them 
more  formidable  to  the  whiles,  ib.  when  this  ani- 
moiity  ceafed,  ib. 

Franklin,  State  of,  an  intended  diflinaion,  i  84.^ 

freemen,  inftances  of  their  fuperiority,  over  (laves, 
3  43-;  . 

Friendj  an  accompliihed  military,  lamentation  over 

the 
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the  lofs  of  one,  i  214  ;  his  death  compared  to  that  of 
Xuphorbus,  z6, 

G 

Gallipolis,  fettlement  of,  defcrlbed,  ii  110  ;  increaf- 
ing  in  ftrength,  ii  123.— 
•Oenafee  country  defcribed,  i  86. 

Geographers  either  ignorant  of  Kentucky,  or  neg- 
ligently overlooking  it,  ii  5. 

Gibbaway  Indians  deferibed,  ii  84, 

Girty,  Captain,  inflames  the  favages  againft  Colo- 
nel Boon,  and  his  affociates,  ii  "71. 

'Gordon,   Colonel,  his  high    opinion  of   the  Wef- 
-tern  limits  of  the  Federal  Empire  of  America,  i  97; 
defcribes  the  manner  of  pafling  the  falls  of  the  Ohio, 
i  1 1 1 . 

Grape,  native,  defcribed,  i  68. 

Great  bone  Lick  defcribed,  i  60, 

Greenland  difcovered  by  the  Danes,  ii  90. 

Green  river  defcribed,  i  67,  ii   13.  . 

"■  .         I 

Harland,  Major,  killed  in  an  adion  with  the  In-l 
dians,  ii  73.  ^  ^     ' 

Harrod,  Colonel  James,  ligns  his  recommendation 
.  ..of  Filfon's  ftate  of  Kentucky,  ii  3. 

Henderfon,  Mr.  the  refult  of  his  endeavours  to 
eflablifli  a  colony  at  Kentucky,  i  33  ;  Ctuation  of  his 
grant,  167  ;  purchafer  of  lands  at  Kentucky,  ii  10  ;  his 
right  difputed  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  who,  not- 
wiihllanding,  rewarded  him   for  his,  acqiiilitions,  iB» 

Henriadey  the  reafons  why  it  has  been  fo  little  read, 

Hillfoorough,  Earl  of,  account  prcfented  to  him  ot 

the 
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the  various  and  important  public  ads'antages  to  be 
drajsjn   from  the  cou.^try  ot"  the  Ohio,  i  103^ 

Hoiden,  John,  accompanies  Colonel  Boon,  in  queft 
of  Kentucky,  ii  48, 

Holdei,  Captain,  defeated  at  the  head  of  his  party, 
agair  ft  tiic  Savages,  1171. 

Holiloi],  country  of,  its  fituation,  I  42  ;  defcribed 

Homer,  his   idea   of  the   refult  of  flavery,  i  183; 
;quc;ted,  i  P14. 

Hunter,   Dr.    his    opinion  concerning  the  Mam- 
mouth,  i  204  ;  of  certain  bones  of  an  immenfefize 
Ji  34- 

Huron,  lake,  its  circumference,  i  06. 
I. 

Ibberville,    ko .v  it  ml-ht  be  rendered   the  ceatre 
of  the  Weftern  trade,  ii  46. 

Iceland  deicribed  hy  the  Danes,  ii  93. 

Icelanders,  their  fettleinent  at  Vinland,  ii  91. 

JefFerfon,  Mr.  his  remarks  on  population,  i  90 ;  on  the 
numbers  of  emigrants,  i  91  ;  his  account  of  the  inun-  ' 
dat]onsof  the  Ohio,  i  1 13  ;  a  man  of  erudition,  i  1,4  . 
but  fupeificiai  and  attached  to  his  oun  theories,  /^! 
quoted^  i  126  ;  obfervations  concerning  his  tables  of 
average  heat  and  cold,  iijo;  his  ideas  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Virginia,  i  157,  ef/eq.  when  adoptincr  Th- 
feutiments  of  Mr.  Burke,  i  i6o  ;  his  prejudices  againft 
the  Negroes,  i  175,  etfe^.  comparatrDely  inferioi  b  tre- 
mus  to  Phiilis  IVhately,  i  i  85  ;  too  fevere  on  JgnatTus 
Sancho,  1 186;  how  miftaken  with  refped  to  Terence 
1  187  ;  his  humane  and  candid  remarks  on  the  rela' 
tive  fituation  of  a  matter  and  flave,  ih.  yet  think,  the 
African  a  bemg  between  the  Oran-Outang,  i  188  •  his 
iongdefignationof  the  Carolina  ground-nut,  i  197  . 
his  opmion  concerning  the  Mammouth,  i  204.  ' 
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Jerufalem    delivered,  reafons  why  it   has    been  To 
little  read,  i   185. 

Illinois  country  defcribcd,  i   40. 
lllionis    river  defcribed,  i  76. 
Indian  chief,    Old,  his    obfervatlons    to    Colonel 
Boon,  on  figning  Colonel  Hcnderfon's  deed,  ii  77. 

Indian  nations,  caufe  of  their  decreafe  m  popak- 
tion,i  29;  maffacre  thefirftfettlersi  32;engagedagainft 
the  armv  of  Colonel  Lewis,  i  33  ;   their  conc:.{rions  lu 
conhderation  of  former  maffacres,  146  ;  notwitbftand- 
ing,  they,  in  part,  renews  i  54;   ^t  war  with  the  let- 
tiers,  i  49;  how  fuffering by  intoxication,  1  b^  :  tieat- 
mentofthc    vanquiflied,  ii  68 ;  one  (hot  in  the   mo- 
ment  after  he  had  killed  his  enemy,  n  71  ;  f^nd  ani- 
baffadors  to  General  Clarke,  ii  77  ;   "^mes  of  tho.c 
prefent  at  the  Piankalliaw  council,  11  83  ;  various  na- 
tions of  them  defcribed,  ii  84,  ^tfeq,  their  perfons,  ha- 
bits, and  various  ornaments,  ii94;  their  xvarlike  in- 
ftruments,ii  96;  their  great  dexterity  in  uhng  them 
/3.   their   genius,  difpofition    and   conftitutioii,  z3.  .^ 
fcQ   their  generous  allowance  for  mifchiefs  done  dur- 
ing intoxication,  ii97;  ^^e.^^  ^^''''^'  eloquence,  .^. 
their  modes    of  living,  ib,    their   domeftic    uteniils, 
ii  c8  ;  their  religion  and  its  accompanying  ceremonies 
and  feilivals,  ^l    et  fer^.  their  feall  for  the  recovery 
of  the  Tick,  ii  100  ;  their  laws   agamll^  adultery  and 
murder,  ib.  iheir  forms  of  marriage,  11101  ;  the  ila- 
very  of   their  women,  ib.  power   of  their  kings    ib, 
their  mutual  wars,  ib.  their  cruel  treatment  of  their 
captives,  ib.  , 

Indians,  Huron,  defcribed,  u  u5. 
Introdudion,  iii.  , 

Invention,  what  the  moft  poweiful  ftimulus  to  the 

cxercife  of  it,  i  60.  ^^^.^^ 
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Julian  the  Emperor,  his  opinion  of  the  winters  in 
France,  i.   77» 

Jiirirprud«nce,  advantageous  refult  ofitsfimpli- 
city  and  Ilicngth,  i  36. 

Kalrns,  Lord,  contend?  that  climates  aOiniilate  fc 
reigners  to  natives,  i   179. 

Kaka&j  Indians  dcfcribed,  ii  87. 

Kalm  touches  upon  the  natural  liidorj  of  Ameri- 
ca, i  ^OJ. 

Kanhaucarj,  Gieat,  when  the  fettlements  at  the 
mouth  of  it  commenced,  ii  122. 

Kanhaway,  Great  river,  defcribed,  i  55  ;  magni- 
tude of   the    obili unions   sgciinft   its   navigation,  I 

liO. 

Kenapacomsqua,  country  near  it  defcribed,  ii 
118. 

Kennawaj, Great  ri\'er,  defciibed,  ii    14. 

Kennavv'ay,  Litile  River,  defcribed,  i  54. 

Kentiicky,  fettlement  of,  ailonilhing  that  it  llio'.ild 
be  admitted  as  a  feparate  ilate  in  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment oF  America,  i  LrJrodu&ion  iii  ;  its  fnddcii 
rife,  i  vi ;  an  object  of  contention  between  the  In- 
dians and  Americans,  i  vii  ;  its  inhabitants  petitioa 
ths  United  States  to  remonflrate  with  Spain,  upon 
til 2  obilrutlion  of  the  navigation  of  the  J^^IiiTuIippi, 
i  Kv  ;  tiie  puritj  and  manlinefs  of  the  fentiments 
v^hich  the  peiilion  conuiins,  io.  its  peopling  encou- 
raged by  Vir.;ini?,  i  33  ;  the  river  defcribed,  ib. 
c'clcription  of  ll.e  various  lands,  their  allotments, 
how  contraci'-d  for,- and  how  purchafed  or  obtained, 
i  35,  et  fc^f.  cr^mmilTionerS  fent  to  adjuil  the  claims 
of  rhe  feuleii.,  i  3:);  when  c?on(idered  as  an  t{tab« 
liihed  fettleiiieii  ,  i  Q7  ;  ilrange  dcfcription  of  its 
bonrsdaiies.  ih  let,  c:x'\  \:\  parr,  by  pre-emption  rights, 
i  -1  !  ;  the  K^:^^ltone  or  icLileiniius  upon  the  waters 
R    I  ,  of 
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of   the  MiiTidippl,    144.;  nuinber    of  emigrants  re- 
tortin^':  thither,  ih.  receives  a  general  court  from  the 
Stale  of  Virginia,    ib.  its  roads   more  opened  to  ad- 
mit carriages,  i  45  ;   aagmeated  in  its  numbers,    ib, 
iiicliried   to   Independence,  ib-  reai'ons   tor    dcferrnig 
an  applicauon  to  be  taken  iato  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, i  46  ;  fccure  in  deu)ite    of  furroundin^  wars, 
i  4):   agreement  for  its    adrniffion  into    the  Federal 
Univjn,  i  50;  its    popalation,  and  natural  and  aitifi- 
ciai  produilions,  i.  52,  et  feq.  advantageous  courle  of 
Its  rivers   for  the  purpofes  of  land-carriage,  i.  33  ; 
heights  of  its  perpendicular   precipices,  i.  62  ;   wine 
n  ade  from  its  native  grape,  i    68  ;    abounds  in  foiCls, 
ib,  but  is  in  want   ofchjmifts  and   mineralifls,  ib.  its 
foil    favourable  to    hemp   and    Indian    corn,  i  100  ; 
and  to  filk  and  cotton,  i    101  ;  excellence  of  its  fheep 
atid  wool,  i  102;   its    Soil  fprings  defcribed,    i    121, 
tt  feq.  its    various    mines,  minerals,  and  quarries,  i; 
124  ;  its  dilFcrent  fprings,  i  126  ;    its  climate,  ib.  ad- 
vantage   from  having    neither    marihes   nor  bogs,  i 
330;   Stations    of    its  inhai.itants    defcribed,  ii  132; 
their  log-houfes,   i    33;   their  modes  of  cultiv^ation, 
i  134  ;  and  the  variety  of  their  abundant  refources, 
ib.  fortunate  confequences   accruing  to  it    from   an 
acceffion    of  emigrants,  i  135;  their  occupation  and 
paflinjes,  i  137  ;    their  ufual   beverage,  i  139;    theii: 
i'everal  routes,   ib.   modes    of  tranfporting  baggz^ge,  i 
140;  expeace    of  travelling,  i  141  ;  prices  o\  prcvi- 
fions,i    142;   its  diftances  from   other  fettlements,    i 
144;    value  of   land,  for  purchafe,    i  145;   prepara- 
tions and   acquifitions  neceffary   upon  taking  poflef- 
fion  of  it,  i  146  ;  abundance  which  mull  eniue,i  147  ; 
laws,   government,  and    religion  /  defcribed,    i   153J 
Hate  of  it  by  FilJ'on,  ii  i  ;   either  not  known,  or  nc- 
gkded  by  the  geographers,  ii  5  ;   who  the  hiil  white 

man 
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man  thEt  difcovered  it,  ii  6  ;  called,  by  tf^e  Indians, 
the  dark  and  bloody  ground,  ii  7  ;  infpe^ling  houfes 
for  tobacco  eflabliOied  within  it,  ii  il  ;  charafler  of 
its  inhabitants,  ii  28,  et /e^.  its  religious  fedls,  ii  29  ; 
Its  curiofities,  z5.  how  rifing  from  a  howling  wilder- 
nefs  to  a  flouriflbing  and  fplendid  fettlement,  ii  48; 
a  fevere  winter  there,  ii  70;  why  conceived  to  have 
been  anciently  inhabited  by  the  WeKh,  ii  92  ;  en- 
trenchments there,  of  the  mode  of  raifing  which  the 
Indians  were  ignorant,  ii  93  ;  its  burial  grounds  per- 
haps bearing  a  refemblanee  to  anciect  Britilh  remains, 
lb.  how  poireiled  of  the  four  natural  qualities  necef- 
fary  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  a  country,  ii  ic2  ; 
the  various  reafons  v/hy  it  (liould  univerfally  attra61: 
the  attention  of  mankind,  ii  103;  confequences  like- 
ly to  accrue  to  it  fiom  the  recital  of  its  happinefs, 
?^.  the  inhabitants  advifed  to  imitate  the  political 
coiducl  of  Lycurgiis,  Locke,  Penn,  and  Wafliing- 
ton,  ii  104;  and  to  introdiire  manufactures  from 
their  own  inrcrn&l  reCources,  /3.  reafons  for  fuppoflng 
^that,  probably  their  country  will  be  inhabited  by 
the  fivd  people  the  noijd  ever  knew,  ib.  fecurity  of 
the  fettle  merits  from  a  cordon  of  troops,  extending 
upon  the  Weflcrn  iiae  of  the  Ohio,  tb. 

Kentucky  river  deicnbed,  ii  13. 

Kethtippaca-M anck,    jhe    town    of  it    dcflroyed 
ii  1  r:;  ;  defcribed  with  iht  adjoining  country,  ii  120. 

Kickapoo  deicribcd  with   the   adjoining    couatry, 
ii  120. 

Kickapoo  Indians  defcribed,  ii  87. 
L. 

Lake,  an  extraordinary  fubterraneous,  ii  ic6. 

Lakes,  American,  their  vciii  magnitude,  i  97- 

Lakts   of  the  w^ood  defcribed,  i  96. 

Law,  Mr.  mifcarriage  of  his  fcheme,  i  31. 

K  3  Lea" 
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Lead  mine,  i  68. 

Learning,  one  refult  of  its  fuperabnndanct,  I  154. 

Lewis,  Colonel,  engaged  againft  the  Indians,  i  33. 

Lewis,  General,  proceeds  to  Kentucky,  ii  9  ;  pur- 
chafes  land  there,  ih, 

Lexington,  remains  of  fortifications  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood, ii  93  ;  and  of  earthen  veffels,  a  manufac- 
ture unknown  to  the  Indians,  ih. 

Liberty,  its  charms,  i  66  ;  the  numerous  blefllngs 
which  it  has  confered  on  mankind,  i  107, 

Lick,  a,  defcribed,  i  60. 

Licking  creek  defqribed,  i  59. 

Licks,  extraordinary  curiofities,  ii  31. 

LimeOone,  fertility,  abundance,  and  beauty  of  this 
part  of  the  country,  i  57. 

Linnseus,  an  inftance  of  his  literary  merit,  i  192. 

Locke  teaching  the  dodlrine  of  toleration,  ii  104. 

Logan,  Colonel,  hafliens  to  join  Colonel  Boon  with 
a  leinforcement,  ii  j^. 

Long  Hunters  penetrate  the  mountains  of  the  wIU 
^ernefs,  i  32. 

Long-Ifland  defcribed,  i  91. 

Long-Ide  Indians  defcribed,  ii  87. 

Long-Knife,  expreilioa  of  the  Savages,  meaning, 
ii  60. — 

Louis  xiv.  one  of  the  confcquences  of  his  ambi- 
tion, i  30. 

Louliiana,  fettlements  of,  defcribed,  i  40  j  the  key 
ef  Mexico,  i  94. 

Louifville  defcribed,  i  6^» 

Lufiad,  the  reafons  why  it  has  been  fo  little  read, 
i  185. 

Lycurgus    banilliing  covetoufnefs  and  the  love  of 
2old,  ii  104. 
*  l^Iack- 
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M. 

Mackbride,  the  firft  white  man  that  difcovercd 
Kentucky,  ii  6. 

M'Macken,  Dr.  James,  propofes  to  conftru6l  boats 
fo  that  the/  fliall  be  propelled  by  the  force  of  me- 
chanical powers,  il  43. 

Madoc,  Pdnce  of  Wales,  why  fuppofed  to  have 
fonaded  a  colony  up  the  MiiTouri,  ii  91. 

Mallet,  his  report  from  the  ancient  Icelandic  Chro- 
nicles, ii  91. 

Mammouth,  immenfe  fize  of  its  bones,  i  60;  opi- 
nions concerning  it,  bj  BufFon,  Hunter,  Cline,  and 
Jefferfon,  i  204. 

Alanlinefs  of  chara£ler  degenerating  proportionally 
with   the  fervility  of  countries,  IntroduElion.,  x. 

Maple  tree,  produtlive  of  the  fmefl  fagars  under 
care  and  management,  i  117  ;  its  nature  and  powef 
of  fupply  defcribed,  ih. 

Marriages,  late  and  unfrequcnt  caufe  a  flownefs  of 
population,  i  93. 

Ma-vvniee  Indians  defcribed,  ii  86, 

Meafutes  (probably  fuccefsfal)  adopted  for  termi- 
nating the  Indian  war,  i   213. 

Miami,  Great  River,  defcribed,  i  78, 

Michigan,  Lake,  country   near   it   decribcd^  i  87"! 

'^f'^i: ... 

jMilitia,  its  advantages,  i  42, 

Mingo,  Nation  defcribed,  ii  85. 

MifTouri,  the,  a  more  poweriul  ftream  than  the 
K'liffiilippi,  i  113  ;  how  far  navigable,  /^.'its  adjacent 
colony  fuppofed  to  have  been  founded  by  Mad  doc 
Prince  of  Wales,  ii  91. 

Miffiflippi,  its  navigation  obllrucled  by  Spain,  Ivs.. 
irodudion,  iv  ;  advantages  of  its  frequent  tujning, 
i  108  J  eligibility  of  its  navigafion  beyond  that  of  a- 

ny 
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ny  other  channel,  ih,  how  far  navigable,  i  ii8; 
when  its  inundations  comnience,  i  1 1  ?  j  being  central 
is  proper  for  the  feat  of  government,  i  note y.  def- 
cribed,  ii  40  ;  its  navip;ation  declared  by  the  eighth 
article  of  Definitive  Treaty,  free  and  open  to.  the 
fubje£ts  of  Great  Britain  and  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  Ame.ica,  ii  45. 

Morfe  and  all  other  writers  take  their  Inform^ii- 
tlon,  concerning  Kentucky,  from  Filfon,  Introduce 
tion,  Kxv. 

Mufcle  fhoals,  their  fettlements  defcribed,  i  42. 

Muikingum,  fettlenient  formed  upon  it,  i  49; 
defciibed,  i  78. 

N. 

Nations,  migrating,  how  impreffed  with  the  cha- 
ra6lers  of  its  New  State,  i  179. 

Navigaiion,  one  of  its  confequences,  i  29  ;  why 
the  a6t  of  it- continued  devious  until  after  the  lapl'e 
of  feveral  centuries,  i    107. 

Negro,  his  intrepid  defence  again!!  the  favages,  ii 

76.  ■ 

Negroes,  their  proportion,  mufcular  flrength  and 
athletic  powers,  i    181.;  caufes  of  their  odour,  zb. 

New  York,  ftate  of,  defcribed,  i  91  ;  the  airem- 
bly  of  it  paft  an  a<5l  for  removing  all  ob{lru61:ions, 
between  Hudfon's  River,  and  Lake  Ontario,  i  110. 

Niagara,  probable  farrender  of  its  fort  likely  to 
incrsafe  the  fettlements  upon  the  borders  of  the  Lake 
Erie,  i  88  j  of  material  importance  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, 21 1. 

O. 

Oak,  Live  Virginia,  fo  abundaat  and  fo  eftimable 
that  it  would  prove  equal  to  the  conflruftion  of  a 
navy  fuperlor  to  thei-oarinrae  flrength  of  all  Europe 
combined  Logether,  note,  tnl  Volume  i. 

Officer, 
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OiTicer,  his  great  ditdes,  i  2f  i. 

Oiiro,  extreme  ferrility  of  its  neighbouring  lan.ls, 
i  49;  where  it  rife^  and  how  far  it  runs,  i  jc  ;  the 
country  adjacent  to  it  defcribrd,  i  86;  its  produaions 
and  navigativO!),  i  97,  et  fe^  raiUtipIicity  and  impor- 
tance of  iia  local  advantages,  i  J04,  et  Jeq.  mode  of 
defcending  its  iireams,  i  105  ;  its  rapids  no  obilruc- 
tion  in  high  water,  to  boats  going  down  the  river,  i 
li  I  ;  diiUnceand  time  of  deicendmg  down  it,  i  1 14, 
et  Jtq.  when  its  inundations  comcnenct>,  i  ti  x^  ;  fur- 
ther dcfcriprion  of  it,  ii  12;  table  of  dillances  be- 
tween its  niouth  and  Pittfburgh,  ii  icS;  its  caxrent 
defcribed,  ii  qo. 

Oragon,  one  of  the  four  mofl  capital  rivers  of 
America,  i  247,  note  y. 

Orleans,  New,  likely  to  prove  a  great  commercial 
city,  i   42. 

Owl,  Great,  its  furpriiing  noife,  ii  2  5. 

Ozaw  Indians  defcribed,  ii  87.  _ 

P, 

Page,  Mr.  figns  a  certificate  in  favour  of  Mr.  Ram^ 
fey  3  invention  for  carrying  a  boat  againft  the  (Ireani 
by  the  influence  of  fleam,  i  106. 

^  Paris,  treaty  of  it,  in  1  763,  ceffions  which  the  En- 
gliih  obtained  by  it,  i  39. 

Partridge,  a  name  given  by  the  Americans  to 
quails,  ii  io. 

Peace  concluded  between  the  United  States  ani 
the  Indians,  i  46. 

Pcrnn,  William,  founds  a  city  of  Brethren,  ii  104. 

Pennant,  his  opinion  concerning  the  peopling  of 
Amejica,  i  27  ;   touches  upon  the  natural  hiftory  of 


J^niCMca,  I  201. 


i*cnniyivania   d^rcribed,    i   92  ;  its    population,  i 

Phea-- 
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Pheafant,  a  name  given  by  the  Americans  togrouis, 
ii  26. 

Philadelphia,  its  infancy   and  fiouri filing  maturity 
witneffed  by  one  m^n,  IniroduBion,  i  xi ;   roads  and 
diftances   from  it,  by  laid,  to  the  Falb  of  the  Ohio, 
ii  io3  ;  roads  and  diilances  from  thence  \s>  Pitifburgh, 
ii  1 10. 

Piankafhavv  Council,   minutes  of  and  fpeeches,  ii 

Pittfburgb,  Hate  of  the  country  by  which  it  is  fur- 
rounded,  i  58  ;  table  of  diiiances  between  it  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio,  ii  loS. 

Plants,  American,  botanically  defcribed,   i   193. 

Politics,  the  fyflera  which  blends  them  with  r.ll- 
gion  baneful,  i  2.5. 

Population,  llovvnefs  of  if,  how  caufed,  i  93, 

Pautawattamies  (Indians)  defcribed,  ii  87, 

PowePs  mountain,  its  horrible  afpetl,  ii  $^, 

Powtomac,  puerile  to  make  it  the  feat  of  govern- 
ment, i  114. 

Preface  to  Filfon's  ftate  of  Kentucky,  ii  5. 

Prieftcraft,  its  pernicious  infiiience,  i  26. 

Printing,  why  not  inveuted  until  after  the  lapfe 
of  feveral  centuries,  i  107. 

Praffia,  late  king  of,  his  jail  remark  concerning 
fecurity  in  war,  i  212. 

Parity  in  the  body  and  virtue  ia  the  foul  com- 
pared,  i  96, 

Quebec  defcribed,  i  77. 

Rr 
Rankin,   Mr.    Pallor  to  the  Anaba -tills"  at    Ken, 
tucky,  ii  29. 
Rapids,  lituation  and   Falls  of  ihr,  defciibed,  i-64. 
Red  River    dtfcrittd,  'n  i  Z* 

Kdigion, 
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Religion,  the  fjftem  which  blends  it  with  politics 
baneful,  i  23. 

Rice,  David,  a  paftor  to  the  Anabaptifts  at  Ken- 
tucky, ii  29.  ^  .     . 

Pvivers;  fniall,  their  inundations  not  periodical,  i 

Roads,   extraordinary,  made  by  the  Buffaloes,  ii 

30. 

Rocky  River,  land  near  it  defcribed,  11  121. 

Rurnfey  Mr.  of  Virginia,  his  invention  for  carrjr- 
ing  a  Bo'at  again  if  the  iiream  by  the  influence  of 
lleam,  i  105. 

Rye-grafs,  the  defcribed,  i  59. 
S. 

Saint  Clair.  General,  eftimable  charaaer,  1211; 
the  great  objed  of  his  expedition,  i  212;  defeated 
by  the  Indians,  ib.  frona  what  probable  caufes,  jb, 
amount  and  nature  of  his  army,  note  it.  ^ 

Saint  Clair,  Lakfe,  its  circumference,  i  96.  ^ 

Saint  Pierre  River,  the  fine  country  near  it  def- 
cribed, nore  y. 

Salt,  procefs  of  making  it,  i  121. 

Salt  River  defcribed,  i  66,  ii  13. 

Salt  fprings,  what  called,  i  60 ;   how    formed,  th. 

Schuyler,  General,  inll'umenral  to  the  removal  of 
all  the  obltrudions  between  Hudfon's  River  and 
Lake  Ontario,  i  no  ;  his  vaft  eilate,  ib, 

Scott,  General,  his  expedition  fuccefsful,  i  214. 

Slave-trade,  obfcvations  concerning  it,  i  174,^/ 
feq.  its  abolition  not  likely  to  be  promoted  becaufc 
numbers  may  have  relinq^uifhed  the  ufe  of  fugar,  i 
191. 

Trees,  American,  botanically  defcribed,  i  193,   ft 

Tribes, 
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Tribes,  Incllan,  eniimeration  of  tliem  and  tueir  rc- 
Ccknces,  i  215. 

Trigv',  -Colonel,  killed  in  an  a6l ion  with  the  Indi- 
ans, ii  73, 

U. 

Uthee  Indians  defciittd,  ii  8^. 
V. 

Virginia,  State  of,  encourages  the  peopling  of  Kei>- 
tucky,  ii  32. 
V  .tut  in  the  foul  and  purity  in  the  body  compar- 
ed, 1  96 

Vv. 

V/alder.'s  mountain,. its  terrible  affefl,  ii  ^5. 

Wf.t'i  1.  gU)n,  General,  figns  a  certificate  in  favour 
of  Mi,  Rumfey's  invention  for  carrying  a  boat  a- 
gainf)^    ihe  llream  by  the  influence  ot  fleam,  ii    106. 

Wciih,  why  conceived  to  have  inhabited  Kentuc- 
ky, ii  91- 

Wfcilern  vaters,  number  of  fouls  upon  them,  1 
S^  5  their  probable  increafe,  i  90. 
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